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Seeking Grace and Wisdom

Preschool Curriculum Guide

Purpose of the Grade Level Curriculum Guide

Provide parents with a general overview of the content introduced in preschool

.
¢ Provide information regarding the Diocesan instructional materials used to teach the content

¢ List resources that can be used to gain additional information regarding the Ohio Content Standards
*

Provide resources to assist parents in supporting their child’s learning

Communication With Parents

Communication regarding a student’s program and progress in learning comes in many different ways and
forms throughout the year. The chart below best describes the total communication plan.

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Ohio Academic Content Stafreg INDIVIDUAL COMMUNICATIONS
Grade Level Curriculum Guide
Phone Calls
Newsletters X
Website gmail
Student Work Portfolios

STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER

CONFERENCES
Goal Setting
Progress Reporting
Intervention Plans
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Language Arts

Language arts is the ability to
communicate through speaking,
listening, reading and writing.
The preschool curriculum and
environment immerse young chil-
dren in literacy. Students explore
concepts about print, including
the idea that print contains a mes-
sage and that print is read from
left to right. They are introduced
to letters, focusing initially on the
letters in their name.

The preschool child will ex-
plore the sounds of language with
rhyming and beginning to iden-
tify words that start with the same
sound. Students listen to and
‘read’ stories and poems, and
make connections to events and
characters in the stories. Compre-
hension strategies such as predict-
ing, questioning, retelling, and
identifying the main idea are
skills that are also introduced.

Preschoolers begin to write
ideas and information for various
purposes. They participate in cre-
ating class books as well as indi-
vidual books. They dictate stories
and do journal writing. They start
to develop basic letter writing
skills and are introduced to writ-
ing upper and lower case letters.
Throughout the day, many oppor-
tunities exist for interactive con-
versation where the children ex-
press their thoughts and ideas
with adults and with their peers.

This Grade Level Curriculum Guide is intended to give
you an overview of the content in the core academic
courses, materials used, and resources to help you

gain more information about the Ohio Academic
Content Standards.

Mathematics

Preschool is a time for the ex-
ploration of many concepts in
mathematics. Mathematical de-
velopment flourishes in environ-
ments that are rich in language,
where thinking is encouraged and
exploration is supported. The
preschool classroom includes
concrete materials for exploration
through real situations and playful
activities that encourage counting,
measuring, and mathematical
problem solving.

Some of the other concepts
introduced and developed with
students are: counting in se-
quence; identifying numbers and
shapes; patterning and sorting
(algebra); graphing (data analy-
sis); time, money, estimation, and
spacial awareness (geometry).
Daily, the ~children
participate in activities with a va-
riety of manipulatives which pro-
vide intentional experiences that
promote a solid cognitive founda-
tion in mathematics.

Social Studies

Social studies is the study of
how people live, work, get along
with others, solve problems,
shape, and are shaped by their
surroundings. The preschool
years are a time for getting ac-
quainted with the school setting
and routines and establishing be-

ginning relationships with people
outside the family circle. Stu-
dents begin to understand the im-
portance of rules, responsibility,
decision-making and problem
solving. They are introduced to
diverse cultures and backgrounds
within the classroom and the
school community.
Activities such as simple board
games (citizenship), the routines
of circle time (history), following
classroom rules (government) and
playing grocery store at dramatic
play (economics) invite children
to begin to develop a sense of
their world.

Science

Preschool children learn about
science by exploring the world
around them. They are naturally
interested in everything they see.
Opportunities to develop their
sense of wondering, questioning,
investigating, and communicating
are provided as they learn to en-
joy and appreciate their surround-
ings.

In preschool, the process of
science is learned through active
engagement and discovery in ar-
eas of earth science, life science,
and physical science. Through
hands-on exploration, students
learn the characteristics of ob-
jects, tools, and materials. Mean-
ingful activities are planned from
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the interests of the children.
Within these activities, the chil-
dren explore ideas, manipulate
materials, and engage in conver-
sations to construct their own un-
derstanding of science. Children
have opportunities to interact with
living things and the environment
to promote a healthy respect for
nature.

Religion

The preschool religion curricu-
lum seeks to develop and expand
children’s growth in faith from
their family to the wider faith
community. Early childhood reli-
gious education establishes the
foundation to promote a better
understanding of practices and
beliefs.  Students will be intro-
duced to the correct way to form
and recite the Sign of the Cross
and will begin developing knowl-
edge of the Catholic faith includ-
ing rituals, traditions and tradi-
tional prayers.

own answers.
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HOW CHILDREN LEARN

e Children learn by asking questions and by searching for their

e Children learn by using all their senses.

e Children learn by experimenting.

e Children learn by building confidence in themselves.

Music

Preschool students will de-
velop an early understanding of
pitch, melody, beat, rhythm, dy-
namics, tempo, timbre, perform-
ance skills, improvisation, form,
and style. Students will focus on
playing instruments; pitch match-
ing through vocal exploration and
singing; and comparing high/low,
fast/slow, beat/thythm and loud/
quiet. Students will demonstrate
their learning through singing,
playing instruments, listening and
movement activities.

The preschool child will ex-
plore language through music.
They will create their own words
for songs, develop fluency and
practice rhyming. Preschool stu-
dents will demonstrate early liter-
acy skills through song. They
will sing songs that tell stories,
retell stories using music, and
sing books that illustrate songs.
Concepts and ideas being taught
in other areas of the curriculum
will be reinforced and practiced
through song.
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e Children learn by doing, not passive observance.

e Children learn by repeating experiences.

Art

Art experiences for a pre-
school child are opportunities for
children to create and represent
their ideas in a visual form. Stu-
dents are introduced to a wide
variety of media used for creating
unique expressions of what they
intrinsically know and feel. Art
fosters language and cognitive
development, problem-solving
skills and fine motor develop-
ment. Children are encouraged to
take risks and freely explore and
interact with materials. Our con-
cern is for the PROCESS and the
interaction with the materials,
versus the finished product. Sen-
sory opportunities such as play-
dough, goop, finger painting,
clay, and shaving cream are fre-
quent art activities.  Markers,
crayons, chalk, tempra paint, wa-
tercolors and glue are a few ex-
amples of the many medium that
are explored as children engage in
art experiences.

Health

It is especially important that
each preschool child begin his/her
school career feeling safe and
learning to trust others. By
enhancing their self-concepts, the
students will begin to express
their feelings. This will be done

through sharing personal
experiences with peers and
teachers.
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Parent Resources

Parenting With Grace:
to Raising Almost Perfect Kids.
Gregory and Lisa Popcak
Our Sunday Visitor Publishing, March, 2000
A book for creating a highly individualized

completely Catholic parenting plan for your children.

Our Sunday Visitor Catalog
http://catalog.osv.com/

Many resources for Catholic parents ... click on My
Catholic Faith and Teaching Catholic Kids.

Ohio Department of Education Website
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/
This website provides information regarding:
Ohio Content Standards
State and Local Report Cards
Ideas for working with your child at home
Much, much more

United States Department of Education
http://www.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/hyc.html
Helping Your Child Series

The Helping Your Child publication series aims to
provide parents with the tools and information
necessary to help their children succeed in school
and life. These booklets feature practical lessons and
activities to help school-aged and preschool children
master reading, understand the value of homework,
and develop the skills and values necessary to
achieve and grow.

i-Safe Inc.
http://www.isafe.org/

1-SAFE Inc. is the worldwide leader in Internet
safety education. Founded in 1998 and endorsed by
the U.S. Congress, i-SAFE is a non-profit foundation
dedicated to protecting the online experiences of
youth everywhere.
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Parentdéds Guide
http://www.cyberangels.org/homefront.html

Download a parent resource booklet with
everything you need to know about parenting the
online child. CyberAngels offers online classes in
many topics. Each class is followed by a discussion
with Internet experts who can help you establish
policies for your home and children. All online
classes are available free to the public.

PBS Parents
http://www.pbs.org/parents/mypbsparents/
Parent guides to:

Childhood Development

Children and Media

Creativity

Early Math

Raising Boys

Reading and Language

Birthday Parties

National Association for the Education
of Young Children
http://www.naeyc.org/

A special section of this website is dedicated to
families. The resources include short articles on
current issues on childhood development, activities
that you can do at home, and lists of books and
pamphlets.

St. Brigid of Kildare Website

www.stbrigidofkildare.com

Provides information regarding the following:
Literacy development video
General information about the school
School calendars

If you have any questions, please feel free to discuss them with your child’s teacher or the preschool director.
Refer to the current directory for current e-mail addresses for the teachers. E-mail preschool director Maureen

DiDomenico at mdidomen@cdeducation.org
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