First Grade Scoop

Communication

Newsletters will be posted on the St. Brigid of Kildare Website
the first Wednesday of every month. Newsletters will outiine
first grade activities and school happenings. Should you need to
contact the Teacher regarding any concerns throughout the year
you can send a note with your child, leave a phone message, or
email us. You will be contacted within 24 hours.

Homework

Homework will be given each night. Children are expected to
spend 15 minutes on their assignments. However, not every child
is the same and it may take some children longer to complete
their work. If your child is showing signs of frustration, please
send in the work accompanied with a parent note and we will
assist your child with completion. Typically, your child's
homework will be reading each night. Reading homework is in the
"book in the bag.” Later in the year, they will alsé read for the
Accelerated Reader program. First graders should also practice
their spelting words throughout the week. Finally, math bags,
which contain books and activities, will be sent home each week.
Every child will get a different math bag to share with his or her
parents. Please sign your child's homework sheet located in the
folder each night.



Friday Folder

Every Friday your child will receive a Friday Folder. This folder
will contain your child's finished class work and homework. Please
go over the corrected work with your child. This will insure that
you are aware of your child's progress within each subject area
and also serve as a communication tool apprising you of our weekly
curriculum activities. :

Wolfhound or Star of the Week

In order to foster a feeling of community in the classes, we would like to
incorporate a student of the week. Students in Mrs. Springer’s class will be
the "wolfhound of the week" and students in Miss Smith's class will be the
"star of the week.” This is an opportunity for each child to be recognized by
his or her class.

When it is your child's turn, we would like him/her to participate in one of
two ways. The child may bring in pictures of himself to be displayed on the
bulletin board or, she can decorate one poster board to display pictures.
The student may wish to include pictures of school, family, special events,
extracurricular activities, and so forth. If the student wishes to write
captions under each picture, that is fine. This should be done at home and
brought to school at the start of the week. The goal is for each child to
share a little bit about him or herself with the class.

In addition to the picTur'es, your child may bring in his/her favorite book
that the teacher will read Friday.

*The list of students’ assigned weeks was previously
distributed.



Birthdays
Birthday celebrations will be different this year. (See letter
from Miss O'Reilly) As a part of your child's special day (or &
special day), he or she may bring in a wrapped gift
for the class. Your child will unwrap it in front of
the class.

Book Clubs
We participate in several book clubs such as Scholastic, Troll and
Angel. Look for these order forms to come home throughout the
year. This is a great way to promote reading in your homel
Ordering from the book ciubs is easier than ever now! We have
set it up online so that you can look through the different
catalogs online and order them that way. The paper orders will
also be sent home as well so that you can still order that way.
Please always send your money in a sealed envelope marked with
your child's name. To expedite the ordering process, please make
checks out to the respective book club only. Please do not send in
cash. Thank you. |

Discipline

Both first grade classes decided on rules for the classroom.

Each child will be expected to follow the classroom rules and
work hard throughout the school day. We are working on having a
respectful and "peace”-full classroom this year. All students have
their name on a peace sign and are expected to stay inside of the
giant peace sign. The first time a child is not following the rules,
he or she will be given a friendly reminder. The second time it



happens, he or she will be asked fo move his/her magnet out of
the peace sign. If a child has to move his/her magnet out of the
peace sign, he or she will fill out an "oops” paper. This is just to
think about what was done and to think about making a better
choice next time. Please review this paper with your child, sign it,
and send it back the next day. At the end of the day, every
child who followed all classroom rules will receive a dollar to put
in his/her Wolfhound Wallet. He or she can cash them in for
various rewards each week. Students receive positive
reinforcement and incentives for great behavior. They may sign
the “look book" when caught with great behavior. A note will go
home at the end of the week letting you know what your child did
to deserve this praise.

Volunteers/Field Trip Chaperones

We will go on a field trip this year. If you are interested in
volunteering for a field trip you MUST attend "Profecting God's
Children” and be fingerprinted. More information is located on
the St. Brigid of Kildare Website. Signup sheets for volunteers
will be shared tonight.

Teamwork

The first grade teachers work together as a team. Our
teamwork philosophy includes planning curriculum units and
activities together involving both first grades, utilizing a team
teaching approach for certain subject areas, as well as
maintaining the same level of behavioral and discipline standards
for all first grade students. We each feel equally responsible for
all first graders regardless of who their teacher is. Please
encourage mutual respect towards all the first grade teachers.



First Grade Assessments

Assessment is a natural, ongoing and vital tool to learning, which
includes both formal and informal forms of assessment. Formal assessments
are conducted on an individual basis and are the guides that place your child
on the literacy ladder.

Informal assessments include, but are not limited to, daily
observations that examine product, skills and strategies your child uses
throughout the day in varied leamning situations. In addition, your student
will contribute to a reading/writing portfolio as well as a math portfolio to
provide a snapshot of the child’s learning experience during the year. The
progress of your child’s development is reported quarterly on a standard
based report card and a separate, but equally important, effort and quality of
work rubric.

DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills)
e Phoneme Segmentation Fluency

Initial Sounds Fluency

Letter Naming Fluency

o Nonsense Word Fluency

e Word Use Fluency

* Oral Reading Fluency

o Retell Fluency



DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment)

e Book Selection

¢ Reading Engagement
e Oral Reading

o Comprehension

e Retelling

e Making Connections
e Reflection

Orton-Gillingham — (spelling patterns and sight words)

Single Sounds

Digraphs

Short Vowels

Long Vowels

Diphthongs

R-Control

Consonant-le

Blends/Clusters

¢ Red Words (Non-phonetic sight words)
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Early literacy development is key to a child’s success in
school and in life. It has been proven that the simple, and
mutually enjoyable, act of reading aloud to a child on a
regular basis during the most formative years (0-6) will
increase reading and learning abilities and capabilities.

This means that reading aloud to a child for 10 minutes a
day can truly make a difference in his/her life...and that is
what Read It LOUD! is asking parents and all caregivers to
do.

Our challenge to you - go to www.readitloud.org and sign
the promise to read to your child for 10 minutes every
day! | |

Take the challenge today and read to your child!
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== Quality Report and Effort
=iz _,. Rubric

“I SAINT BRIGID 2011-2012

OF KILDARE SCHOOL

Seeking Grace and Wisdom

Student Teacher Grade:

Quarter 112 (3] 4

Listens Attentively

Follows Oral Directions

Follows Written Directions

Uses Time Wisely

Work is Neat

Work is Complete

Stays Organized

Tnteracts Well With Peers

Shows a Positive Attitude

Shows Respect

Spanish PE Art Mousic Library
Listens :
Attentively

Participates in
Class

Follows
Directions

Quarter 1|2 (314123412341 ]2]|3[4[112]3

Comments:

Q1:
Q2:
Q3:
Q4:

O OQutstanding

S Successful

N Needs Improvement




