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Welcome to Fourth Grade

We would like to welcome you to the beginning of a wonderful fourth grade year. We
are looking forward to a year filled with learning, excitement, and fun. We will be
helping your child to grow both academically and spiritually. We welcome your ideas as
the year moves along and we feel confident that, by working together, this will be an
amazing year for everyone |

Communication

If, at any time this year, you need to talk to us about your child, please call us at school
(718-5825) and leave a message with the school secretary. We will return your call
within 24 hours. We also welcome notes from home and will answer those as heeded.
The best method of communication is to send us an email. Our email addresses are:

Ischnegg@cdeducation.org kwodarcy@cdeducation.org
dmosko@cdeducation.org

Assignment Notebooks:

The assignment notebook is a wonderful tool to help your child stay organized
throughout the year. We will post daily homework in the classroom and time will be set
aside to copy it down. The students are expected, on a daily basis, to write down each
assignment and due date, as well as any upcoming tests or quizzes. Students in the
fourth grade are required to obtain a parent's signature each evening, even if there
happens to be no assigned homework. Homework will vary day to day but you should
expect no more than 60 minutes on any given night. We will routinely check each
notebook for the required signature. Please refrain from writing notes to the
teacher in the assignment notebooks - send in a separate note. We do not check the
hotebooks every day and do not want to miss any important notes from home,

Wednesday Folders

Any school communication will be sent home on Wednesdays. Please read all of the.
information, and sign the back of the folder and return it with your child on the next
school day.



Friday Folders

Every Friday your child will bring home the work that we completed that week. Please
take some time to review these papers with your child. This is always a great
opportunity to review your child's progress and notice the areas of strength and
weakness or concern. Sign and return the folder, with the papers inside, on the next
school day. Papers will be returned permanently at the end of each quarter.

Lunch and Snack

Recess: 11:.30-11:50 Lunch: 12:00-12:30

Due to our late lunch time, your child will be permitted to bring in a healthy snack each
day. We will have a designated snack time each morning. We request that no water
bottles be brought in at this time. Students will have access to the water fountain in
each classroom.

Dress Code - Please review the student handbook (pages 27-32) online.

Classroom Behavior Expectations

We will work together to foster a safe learning environment for your child. We will
expect every student o be attentive, respectful, and mindful of the rules throughout
the building. Any discipline related issues will be addressed on a case by case basis and
a note or phone call will be involved for more serious infractions. |

Specials Schedule

Schnegg Wodarcyk
Monday Art Music
Tues. Liturgy Practice Library
Liturgy Practice
Wed. Physical Education Spanish
Thurs. Music Art
Fri. Library Physical Education

Spanish



Assessment

We will be using two types of assessments: formative assessments and summative
assessments. Formative assessments are day-to-day checks with the students to see how
well they are meeting the standard. Examples of these on-going assessments would be
Journals, homework, daily class work, sitting in on small group discussions, questions and
answer opportunities during large group instruction, labs. This type of assessment allows
us to make daily changes in order to better help the students learn. The second type of
assessment we use is summative assessment. Examples of summative assessments are of
tests, projects, and oral presentations used to assess the students’ understanding of the
concepts related o a unit. These assessments will often contain opportunities for the
students to exceed the standard if they so choose. These opportunities are always
optional but are also highly encouraged. These types of assessments will be presented
with a rubric that will outline the standards being checked. Accelerated Reader and
Accelerated Math will be used in both forms of assessment.

All of these types of assessments will allow us to take a deeper look at the students’
understanding of the material being taught and enable us to identify areas that we may
need to explore further.






Helpin-g Your Children Learn Mathematics

- "The first teachers are the parents, both by example and conversation."" --
Lamar Alexander ' . : .

Helping Your Children with Homework

Talk with your child about what’s going on in math class.

Look for ways to link mathematical thinking and learning in daily life.

Set a regular homework time and provide a comfortable, distraction-free place to work.

In helping children leam, one goal is to assist children in figtaing out as much as they can for
themselves (e.g., constmicting meaning). You can help by asking questions that guide, without
telling what to do.

Good questions and good listening will help children make sense of mathematics, build self-
confidence, and encourage mathematical thinking and communication. A good question opens
up 2 problem and supports different ways of thinking about it. Here are some qucstions you
might try; notice that none of them can be answered with a simple "yes" or "no.’

Getting Started

What do you need to fmd out?

What do you need to know?

How can you get the information?

Where can you begin?

‘What terms do you understand or not understand?
Have you solved similar problems that would Lelp?

While Working
How can you organize the information?
Can you make a drawing (model) to explain your thinking?
Are there other possibilities?
What would happen if...?
Can you describe an approach (strategy) you can use to solve tb.ls?
What do you need to do next?
Do you see any patterns or relationships that will help solve this?
How does this relate to...?
_Can you make a prediction?
What did you...?
What assumptions are you making?

Reflecting about the solution™ - - o

How do you know your solution (conclusion) is reasonable?
How did you arrive at your answer?

How can you convince me your answer makes sense?

What did you try that did not work?

Has the question been answered?

Can the explanation be made clearer?

Responding (helping your children clarify and extend their thinking)
e Can you explain it in a different way?
= Is there another possibility or strategy that would work?

* Help me understand this part...
23



Parent/Teacher Partnership

We believe that the parent/teacher partnership is essential to the growth and
development of our young students. We welcome parent communication and
thank you for your support! A recent issue of Today’s Catholic Teacher
outlined some ways to help support your child’s education at home:

Parental SUPPORT System

S = Supervise homework. Establish a time, place and space where the child
reports for school work, even if he announces that there is no assigned
homework on a given day. Check work for completeness and neatness. In the
primary grades in particular, check also for accuracy and mastery.

U = Unite with school authority by complying with the school handbook and by
backing up teacher decisions.

P = Provide honest, respectful feedback to both student and teacher. Inform
teachers about stresses in the child’s life that may impact learning or
socialization.

P = Promote responsibility and maturity in your child through chores,
checklists, deadlines and reasonable standards of performance.

O = Organize the household for school success. Provide a box for each child to
store schoolbags, projects, PE clothes, etc., in readiness for the next day.
Establish habits of adequate sleep that begin with a quiet atmosphere and soft
lighting at least 20 minutes prior to bedtime. Plan nourishing meals, school
lunches, and snacks that limit sugar intake.

R = Regulate a balanced schedule to include schoolwork, play, extracurricular
interests, family time, leisure and prayer time. Limit TV on school days and
limit extracurricular activities so students do not become overloaded with too
many activities.

T = Teach your children to name, claim and tame their personal behavior; in
other words, to accept ownership for their choices by admitting to a choice,
accepting the consequences without shifting blame to others, and apologizing
when necessary.
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SAINT BRIGID 2011-2012
OF KELDARE SCHOOL
Segibng Grace ané Wisdow

Student: Quarter:

Teacher: Grade:

St Brigid of Kildare School
Quality Report and Effort Rubric

1

4th Grade

Quarter One Quarter Two

Quarter Three

Quarter Four

'Religion

Math

Social Studies

Language Arts

Science

Art

Music

Physical Education

Spanish

Library

Effort:
1. Puts forth best effort; highly motivated

2. Satisfactory effort
3. Lack of effort and mofivation

Participation:
4. Shows interest and enthusiasm for individual and class activities
5. Needs to participate more in class discussions and/or activities

Responsibility:
8. Is responsible and self-reliant
7. |s becoming more self-reliant
8. Inconsistently prepared for class

Focus:
9. Uses time wisely
10. Assignments are often late or incomplete
11. Needs to follow written/oral directions
12. Needs to be a more active listener in class

Quality of Work:
13. Quality of work meets or exceeds expectations
14. Quality of work is often poor or inconsistent
15. Needs to apply previously learned skills and concepts
16. Frequent absences have negatively affected progress




Student Name Date

Please return this signed Written Warning on the next school day.

DRESS CODE INFRACTION

Girls

Wrong socks

Wrong shoes
Inappropriate shirt
Inappropriate skirt length
Nail polish

Inappropriate jewelry
Other

EyEywynyuy )

Teacher Signature Date

Parent Signature Date

The dress code will be enforced as stated in the uniform policy.

1** Offense — Written Warning
2" Offense — Phone call to parent
3" Offense — Demerit
4" Offense — Automatic Detention
The above offenses are cumulative during each quarter.

Please note: This is the student's offense this quarter.



Stadent Name Date

Please return this signed Written Warning on the next school day.

DRESS CODE INFRACTION

Boys

No belt

Socks other than crew socks
Inappropriate shirt
Inappropriate pants

Wrong shoes

Chronically un-tocked shirt
Inappropriate hair length
Other

oCcoocopo0O

Teacher Signature Date__

Parent Signature Date

The dress code will be enforced as stated in the uniform policy.

1** Offense — Written Warning
2" Offense — Phone call to parent
3™ Offense — Demerit
4% Offense — Automatic Detention
The above offenses are cumulative during each quarter.

Please note: This is the student's offense this quarter.



