“God gave us music that we might pray without words.”

Why Music?

The arts are a vital part of a well-rounded education.  Music offers students the opportunity to develop 21st century learning skills.  It helps to foster a sense of teamwork and cooperation.  Music is a means of creativity and expression – sometimes speaking or touching lives in ways that words alone cannot.  It helps us become critical thinkers, to connect with the world around us and to appreciate the diversity of many different lands and peoples.  For Christians, music is a way of proclaiming our faith, participating in worship and sharing our gifts for the glory of God. 

The Music Curriculum

The curriculum is based on national standards and follows the course of study designated by the Diocese of Columbus.  The overall standard areas remain the same from kindergarten through eighth grade.  The benchmarks, concepts and skills within those standard areas build on the previous year’s knowledge and experiences.  Students are taught rhythmic and melodic concepts and skills through a Kodaly and Orff approach.  This means students will be learning rhythmic and melodic concepts through singing, movement and instruments.  The Kodaly and Orff philosophies reach all students because of the incorporation of physical, visual and aural (ear-training) activities.  More information about these music philosophies can be found at http://oake.org and www.aosa.org. 

Assessment

Students are graded and assessed every time they are in the music classroom.  They will be assessed on benchmarks within the standard areas (singing, playing instruments, composing, reading and notation, listening, evaluating, making connections, and relating music to history.)  Many times, the assessments are not in a pencil/paper format and are performance based.  Students are also involved in establishing the criteria for which they are being assessed, helping them to learn how to self-evaluate their own learning and progress. 

Expectations

Because music is best learned through involvement, active participation is the key to student success.  I expect all students to participate to the best of their abilities and to do so with respectful behavior and cooperation.  Parents will be notified of any recurring situations that may need additional attention.

Questions?

Please contact me at the school office 718.5825 or via e-mail: sjohanso@cdeducation.org
