Liz Riendeau: Occupational Therapist: As a school based Occupational Therapist (O.T.) Mrs. Riendeau has the role of assisting children in maximizing their ability to participate fully in their educational program.  This may include working with the classroom teacher through a screening process or formal evaluation to determine if the child’s ability to complete classroom work is impacted by underlying difficulties with fine motor, visual perceptual skills, sensory processing or other motor skills. These skills can have an impact on a child’s ability to complete math, reading and writing activities.  The O.T. may also teach the children the most efficient way to manipulate classroom tools such as the use of a pencil grip to decrease hand fatigue or scissor use to improve accuracy in cutting tasks.  In addition, challenges at recess or independence with self-help skills can be supported by O.T.  Another area that may be addressed is the use of technology to offer an alternative method for accessing the curriculum, which can be difficult for a child with motor and perceptual challenges.  The Occupational Therapist plays a critical role in collaborating with and training teachers, paraprofessionals and parents to help plan relevant instructional activities and adaptations for ongoing implementation in the classroom and other school environments.

Mari Kay Dono: Speech-Language Pathologist: As a school-based speech-language pathologist, Ms. Dono has the role of working with children who cannot produce speech sounds or cannot produce them clearly; those with speech rhythm and fluency problems, such as stuttering; people with voice disorders, such as inappropriate pitch or harsh voice; those with problems understanding and producing language; those who wish to improve their communication skills by modifying an accent; and those with cognitive communication impairments, such as attention, memory, and problem solving disorders. 

Stacie Williams: Guidance Counselor: As a school-based elementary guidance counselor, Ms. Williams assists through crisis intervention, problem solving, individual and group counseling, classroom guidance, and parent/family involvement. She consults and collaborates with school staff, parents, mental health professionals and the community.  Student objectives receiving focus are personal/social, career and academic.  

Peggy Iannarino: School Nurse: As a school nurse, Mrs. Iannarino promotes and protects the optimal health status of the students of Saint Brigid of Kildare School. She manages school health records and creates individual health plans as needed. She screens student vision and hearing and communicates results and recommendations to parents. She helps establish school health policies and procedures and assists in the control of communicable diseases. She serves as a resource to teachers for health topics and is the co-chairman of the Saint Brigid Wellness Committee.

Kathy Dunkin: Kathy is a member of the Academic Support Team (AST), where she specializes in reading intervention. She assesses students’ reading in order to provide teachers with instructional ideas as a result of this assessment and works directly one-on-one or in small group providing direct instruction to the student(s) who may need additional help.  As a member of the AST, Kathy also helps with setting academic goals and tracking these goals for students who can benefit from a more focused educational plan. Lastly, Kathy helps research new methods that benefit student learning and shares these methods with staff members through in-services and trainings.

Jill Carfagna: Academic Support and Intervention Teacher

· Collaborates to assess students’ educational needs.

· Provides support to classroom teachers to create differentiated learning experiences.

· Collaborates to provide direct instruction to students as needed.

· Intervenes with students as determined by need.

· Helps students identify effective learning strategies, and develops tools to apply them.

Colleen Zetzer: Instructional Paraprofessional: Works closely with students identified as having a disability in effort to provide them with the physical, emotional, and academic support necessary to gain full benefits from the educational program. Assists in the preparation of classroom materials, displays, related to individual students’ accommodations and modifications. Works with classroom teachers to assist with small group activities, extension projects, and intervention needs.  

Laura Gran: Learning Consultant and Differentiation Coach: Collaborates with all members of the school community to develop effective tools, procedures, and skills necessary to differentiate instruction to meet all students’ needs.  Indirectly serves students and directly serves teachers, parents, and administrators.  Conducts student observations as needed.

