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A Note to Parents…
During this Advent season of waiting, and before we celebrate God’s gift of His Son on Christmas, we, as teachers, reflect upon the gifts we are given each day…your children.  We delight in the opportunity to work with our students, each with his or her own unique spirit.  We especially focus on their God-given “gifts” at this time of year.  Your children share many gifts with our school and church community that make our world a place of faith, hope, and love each day.  

We wish you and your family a blessed holiday season full of prayer and joy, and the love of our Lord Jesus.   
     
                Mrs. Saliba, Mrs. Kessler,

         Mrs. Cecutti, and Miss Partridge

Religion

[image: image1.jpg]



We just finished a unit in which we discussed the liturgical year, Catholic tradition, and the saints we celebrate.  We discussed different practices the Church has for different seasons, times, and holy days.  They made many connections to the history and cultures that our faith has influenced.  
We will continue learning about our faith and constantly asking ourselves about our relationships with God, our families, and our friends. We are moving forward into the 6th grade curriculum by learning about the key events in the Old Testament, how it shows the relationship of God and the Israelites, and how that message is relevant today. 
Science
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We will be finishing our mini-unit on drugs, alcohol and tobacco and will be revisiting the AEP energy activities as soon as we can feel winter.  The next few AEP activities involve insulation and weather stripping and I believe that students will find it easier to understand if we are blocking out the cold air!  For now, we will tolerate the rain.   Also, prior to Christmas break, students will be learning about advancements made in science and technology from the scientists who came before us.  Hopefully, these role models will encourage our young scientists to explore and problem solve in our world today.    

      Math
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The 6th grade students have been working hard to learn about geometry in the world around us. They have been challenged with creating a geometry dictionary highlighting those things around us that show a geometric term coming to life. We will finish the month of December with finishing a unit on geometry. 
The students are now required to scan at least 2 times a week and work on their math facts for 10 minutes each week.  Please look for a letter that will come home in early to mid January outlining the new requirements for quarter three.
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Language Arts

Students are beginning a study of various types of writing leading up to the Letters About Literature reading and writing project.  Students who choose will submit their letters for judging at the state level later this month, but all letters are assessed on writing process  and interpretive reading standards regardless of whether a student enters the contest or not.   Students will use their interpretive comprehension abilities in the most challenging ways as they respond to the prompt: What book has affected the way you view your life, the world, or an issue that you care about?  

Many reading and writing standards are being taught, practiced, and assessed through this authentic opportunity. Students will analyze letters from past years, some of which are SBK students, to better understand the quality and content needed to meet and exceed the standard for this type of writing.  All but one of the assessed standards includes an “exceeds the standard” opportunity that ALL students will attempt in their letter writing.  There will also be an opportunity to do additional “exceeds the standard” writing following the completion of the letter by writing an additional letter to an author.  Each student will present his or her letter orally for an oral assessment grade and may choose to present to the whole class, small group, or individually to the teacher.  In addition, students will practice their technology skills by designing a Power Point slide to use as a visual backdrop during the oral presentation. 

Integrating reading, writing, critical thinking, oral reading, and technology makes the project more meaningful and authentic to our students, and allows students to express themselves in a variety of ways so as to meet the students’ individual learning styles and preferences. 

We look forward to February when we should receive notice if any of our students advance to the state final judging.  Good luck SBK sixth graders!  We believe in you!

Our vocabulary and spelling study continues through weekly lists of words 

and through vocabulary from our independent reading selections.  Many study methods have been taught, so each student should be using whichever method works best for him or her.  Our study skills unit has been very helpful since students have been exposed to many styles of graphic organizers and study methods in hopes that each student will be able to personalize his or her own studying, reading, and writing needs in all content areas.  

We understand how busy after school schedules can be, especially with completing homework and enjoying extra-curricular activities.  This season of the year is especially challenging to find the time to fit all we have to do into the evening hours.  Family time is precious and we respect the time you have together.  We do our best to balance the amount of work a student completes in and out of the school setting, but of course that depends on the student’s use of time IN the classroom when time is provided.  We are guiding students to use their school time as effectively and efficiently as possible.  Even though the assignments that require writing and studying are important, please remember that independent reading is essential to continue and increase current reading skills and to gain confidence to progress as a reader.  Please help your child balance the homework WITH reading at home, knowing your family’s schedule and needs.  It’s very easy to put reading last since it does not always require handing in a paper the next day.  We provide time in class to read, but an additional 20 minutes is needed most evenings and hopefully on the weekend, as well.  Getting into the habit of daily reading is a life-long joy and will benefit students in many, many ways inside and outside of the classroom.  
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Reading is a gift all year long, but books or other reading tools, such as e-readers and audio-books, make wonderful Christmas gifts!  Many students enjoy the technology of Kindles, Nooks, and other brands of the new e-readers.  The e-readers provide a variety of reading supports such as a dictionary, audio capability, highlighting text features and much more according to the brand and model.  Traditional books with paper pages STILL remain a favorite with most of our students, so if you would like any recommendations  of books for your child, please feel free to contact us. If you are considering an e-reader, the Dublin public library has a display and information about the features of each brand of e-reader.   We hope reading and books will be a part of your Christmas traditions. 


Social Studies
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The 6th graders are continuing their study of ancient civilizations. They have learned about ancient Greece and its culture and have moved on to learning about the ancient civilization of early India. We are currently working on a project that focuses on the ancient Indian writing called Sanskrit. Students are decoding their names or one of their favorite sayings and writing it in Sanskrit on brown paper bags which look similar to paper the Indian civilizations used to write on.  Students will be tested on early India right before the Christmas break and will start fresh in January with a unit about ancient China. This will conclude our units on the four ancient river valleys.
________________________________________
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Thank you for reading our newsletter! Tell your child to say “gingerbread man” to Mrs. Cecutti, Mrs. Kessler or Mrs. Saliba for a treat!
�Important         Dates:





December 7th –interims sent home as needed; Dec. newsletter posted on- line





December 8th - All School Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception





December 14th – Lessons and Carols – 7 p.m.





December 15th – early release 





December 20th – Advent Prayer Service – 12:45 p.m., early release





Dec. 21st —Jan 2nd 


Christmas Vacation;


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!





January 3rd – Back to School














