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December 2011





7th and 8th Grade Newsletter








Catch us on the Web!


Mr. Condo’s Website: www.mrcondo.wikispaces.com


Mr. Mazon’s Website: www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com/


Mrs. Hardin’s Website: www.hardinbooks.blogspot.com














The seventh graders have been demonstrating their knowledge of their faith in many different ways this quarter. Students wrote short stories telling their own modern version of the Exodus; they also charted the characteristics of the four Gospels to begin to understand the different images of Jesus that are presented in the New Testament. This thinking is helping us enter our next major unit, during which we will answer the question: Who is Jesus?  In December, we will celebrate Advent with an overview of the liturgical year, and continue our studies of sin and the role that Jesus Christ has in our salvation. 





We are proud of the progress the seventh graders have shown in preparing for the New Roman Missal. Our first school Mass with the new prayers was the beginning of an exciting and successful transition, and we were pleased with the preparation that students have done to get to this point. We will continue to develop mastery of the new prayers. 





Students will take one assessment in December that will help them prepare for midterms. A midterm examination study guide will be distributed by December 16th, and will also be available on Mr. Mazon’s wikipage. 


Mr. Mazon 


Mrs. Hardin 








Important Middle School Dates:








Dec. 7th: Interim reports go home


 


Dec. 9th: Watterson Area Concert (assembly during school day)





Dec. 11th: Third Sunday of Advent





Dec. 14th, 7pm: Lessons and Carols 





Dec. 15th: Early Release





Dec. 18th: Fourth Sunday of Advent





•	Dec. 20th: Advent Prayer Service & Early Release





Dec. 21st- Jan.2nd: Christmas Break





Jan. 3rd: First Day Back to School





8th Grade Religion News














Each eighth grade student has worked diligently to choose his/her Confirmation saint.  This endeavor utilizes many higher level thinking skills, and is very rewarding to witness.  


Students will soon receive the assignment sheet for the Confirmation saint research report.  This is a major writing assignment that will be addressed primarily in language arts classes.  


Students will also soon have access to their religion semester exam study guide.  Since exams will take place right after Christmas break, all subject area study guides will be given out before break.


As we have concluded our study of the New Roman Missal, we will now focus our efforts on the Advent season.  Following this small unit, we will begin a thorough study of the Marks of the Church.  Our Church is the only Church distinctively marked in four ways: one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.  Students will learn the meaning of each mark, proofs of each mark, and the reasons why the Catholic Church is uniquely marked in these ways.





7th Grade Religion News
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The second quarter began with a health unit on communicable diseases.  The students explored various methods of disease transmission as well as effective ways of preventing the spread of communicable disease.  The unit focused on the effect of the HIV virus in sub-Saharan Africa.  The students demonstrated great compassion as they discussed articles, photo-stories, and movie clips regarding the effect of HIV on education, home life, health care, and the economy.  





The eighth-graders are currently immersed in a unit on motion and forces.  They will soon begin working on a student produced, Flip-camera movie that demonstrates an understanding on Newton’s 3 laws of motion.  The quarter will end with a discussion of kinetic and potential energy.





Mr. Yeazell











7th Grade Science














The second quarter began with a space science unit on the relationship between the sun, Earth and moon.  The unit focused on gravitational forces, eclipses and tidal cycles.  We were able to connect our science discussions with the events occurring in Life As We Knew It and The Dead and the Gone, which detail the events following a collision between an asteroid and our moon.  What would happen if the moon was knocked closer to earth?  How would the tides be impacted?  Would weather patterns change?  





The 7th graders are currently working on a health unit covering non-communicable diseases.  They will compare the causes, symptoms, and treatments of various non-communicable diseases such as cancer, ALS and cerebral palsy.





Mr. Yeazell














8th Grade Science








8th Grade Math 














During December the students will be learning about exponents and the properties associated with them.  There are important relationships that exist between exponents and the operations of multiplication and division.  The students will learn how to multiply and divide powers and the same base using some of these basic properties of exponents.  Then they will work on square roots and cubic roots.    





The students will have access to their study guide for exams and first quarter tests will be returned to help students study.  


Have a blessed Christmas. 





Mrs. Bosche





�








January exams.


  


Have a blessed Christmas. 





Mrs. Bosche








comparing, adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. The students will have access to their study guide for exams and first quarter tests will be returned to them as they study for





During December the students will be learning prime factorization, greatest common factor, and least common multiple.  These will be the foundations for working with fractions: comparing them, adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing.   The students will have access to their study guide for exams and first quarter tests will be returned to them as they study for January exams.  Have a blessed Christmas.








7th Grade Math 








During December the students have been working on word problems.  They have learned the steps to be successful in solving these complex problems.  


They will have a mini unit on the properties of exponents and computation with scientific notation.  


The students are to scan with Accelerated Math program.  This has been set up to follow the course of study for algebra.  


Have a blessed Christmas.


Mrs. Bosche


�





8th Grade Algebra








7th Grade Social Studies








The 8th grade students have finished looking at causes that led to the American Revolution and have moved onto the Revolutionary War and our first form of government under the Articles of Confederation.  The 8th grade students are finding out why our first system of government failed and why we have the Constitution today.  The class will start the Constitution before the end of the quarter and will continue to examine this important document into the third quarter.  It is hard to believe we are almost at the halfway point of the year. If I do not see you have a wonderful break! Please remember that my wikipage has the semester testing schedule, as well as many social studies items for my class.


Mr. Mazon

















The 7th grade students have been introduced to the basics of government and economics this month. They participated in a number of simulations experiencing what elements are needed to comprise a country – economic policy, government, etc.  They also reviewed how these systems function together.  After this unit, the class will proceed to studying the basics of culture before exploring different regions of the world the second half of the year. The 7th grade class has also been working on testing skills in preparation for semester exams after Christmas break. I hope everyone has a blessed and relaxing holiday. Please remember to check my wikipage for the semester testing schedule and for many items for my social studies and religion classes. 


Mr. Mazon








After beginning our scary story unit with our Cleveland field trip and reading the work of Edgar Allen Poe, the eighth graders are now busy drafting their own scary short stories.  As students write, they are learning the difference between revising and editing. Students are learning to build suspenseful plots, use figurative language such as similes and metaphors, and create complex main characters (who may or may not be reliable narrators). All short stories are due on Thursday, December 15th. 


The eighth graders are also undergoing a small grammar unit with Mrs. Hardin. Our current focus is learning how clauses and phrases come together to make different sentence types, and how to punctuate those sentences correctly. We will use this knowledge to edit the students’ short stories. 


Finally, we are also taking preliminary steps in learning how to do research, in preparation for saint reports. In December, students will start to learn how to find credible sources, how to correctly cite them, and ways to manage the information that they find. Although there is no formal homework over break, students have the option to begin accumulating books or websites that they could use for their saint reports if they want to work ahead. 





Mr. Condo & Mrs. Hardin
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8th Grade Language Arts




















8th Grade Social Studies














The seventh graders have all completed reading either Life As We Knew It or The Dead and the Gone. As we approach the end of the interdisciplinary unit, we are now shifting our focus to the pillars of Catholic Social Teaching to connect our faith with the class novels. We have discussed how characters have acted with and against CST, and how we are called to help others at all times, even in moments of crisis. 





Now the seventh graders are drafting letters to an audience of their choice, in which they will tell their audience about Catholic Social Teachings and present ways that the reader could better implement these teachings in their lives or professions. All letters are due on December 19th. 





The seventh graders are also undergoing a small grammar unit with Mrs. Hardin. Our current focus is learning how clauses and phrases come together to make different sentence types, and how to punctuate those sentences correctly. We will use this knowledge to edit the students’ letters.  





Although the seventh graders will not have formal homework over Christmas break, they are encouraged to continue reading their AR books so that they are prepared to meet their point goals by January 13th.





Mr. Condo & Mrs. Hardin








Students in both grades are working hard to make progress in their point goals this month. I am so impressed by the motivation students are showing to meet their point goals, reach their desired personal word counts, and maybe even complete their genre checklists a little early this year. 





We are also spending time thinking about ways to manage our personal reading progress. Students are making their own “to-read” lists, and learning about different websites they can use to discover, or keep track of, different books. Both grades can expect a mystery genre book talk in December. 





Outside of AR, I have been working with both grades during social studies, language arts, and computer lab times to address some of the needs we have been seeing in reading and writing. In December and January, I will continue to work across the content areas to work on grammar, note taking skills, and strategies to effectively read textbooks, articles, and other nonfiction.  





Looking ahead, please remember that quarter two ends on Friday, January 13th, so all students need to meet 90% or more of their point goals to meet the standard for AR. 





I hope your family has a blessed and relaxing Christmas holiday.





Mrs. Hardin




















Accelerated Reader 








7th Grade Language Arts















