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          Spanish Español

Español

¡Hola! Spanish classes are moving right along as we learn new and interesting ways to express ourselves during the months of noviembre (November) and diciembre (December).  We have learned a few new songs and even looked at famous Hispanic artists and their paintings to help us along the way and prepare us for the holiday season!  Familia (family) will play an important role not just at home this month, but also in la clase de español!
In kindergarten, students love putting their acquired Spanish to use when describing particular objects and pictures in terms of number, color, and shape.  We also recently learned the words grande (big) and pequeño (small) during our lesson about animals to help us in our quest to communicate and illustrate in a foreign language.   We have just begun our newest topic about family!  

In first through third grades, students have been learning about body parts and animals.  These two lessons combined made it fun and interesting when students were able to sketch their own created animal in class never seen before by mixing the characteristics and body parts of provided new Spanish vocabulary.  We presented our images to others and expressed appearance using Spanish animal names, body parts, and new adjectives including grande, pequeño, bonito (pretty), and feo (ugly).

Fourth through sixth grades also completed lessons highlighting body parts and animals in Spanish.  We have just recently begun looking into the use of the Spanish verb tener (to have) and its many uses when communicating feelings and possession.  We will combine this lesson with an introduction to family members to create an opportunity to respond to and ask questions in Spanish using what we have learned in the classroom.  

Seventh and eighth grades recently concluded a unit on la casa (house), which presented Spanish names for parts, rooms, and objects/appliances in particular rooms inside a house.  We are now focusing on conjugating Spanish verbs which end in –AR and will continue to do so throughout the year.  We are practicing writing, reading, and speaking these conjugations in the classroom, as well as comparing them to similar conjugations we make in our native language.  Our new vocabulary is helping us to communicate our interest in activities during the different seasons such as esquiar (to ski), patinar (to skate) and nadar (to swim).  

Thank you for the great questions and feedback during parent-teacher conferences!  I look forward to the new year and the opportunities it provides our students to learn about foreign language and culture.  – Señorita Loscko
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       Physical Education
Brrrr… the weather is showing signs of changing from beautiful autumn temperatures to old man winter!!  This means that winter sports are the focus for a while for our physical education classes:  basketball, volleyball, badminton and maybe even a very different sport this year…Takraw!  Sepak Takraw (kick volleyball) is the national sport of Malaysia and is similar to volleyball in that there are passes, sets, spikes and blocks - but all without the use of hands and arms.  I will give you more information on this interesting sport later in the winter, but for now, let me tell you about our current unit.

All grades are learning/practicing some form of basketball.  This is a very popular unit with most children as they either see it played on television or on the playground or play it themselves for fun or on a team.  The very young children are focusing on the skills of basketball…bouncing, catching, traveling while bouncing and catching, dribbling, shooting and working together with a partner or small group.  Other grades are learning and reviewing more mature skills like boxing out, shooting, passing, moving without the ball, ball control and ball handling, and offensive and defensive strategies.  There are many fun lead-up activities involving these skills planned for all the age groups.  Basketball will carry us through and possibly beyond our Christmas vacation, so you can be assured that they are getting great exercise in physical education class, both for their minds and their bodies!

Just because the weather is getting colder and the days are shorter, let me remind you that your child’s level of exercise to keep him/her healthy cannot stop.  Be creative in finding activities for your child to keep his/her mind and body active.


May you have a blessed Christmas season and a healthy new year!








Mary Beckwith
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  November was an extremely busy month in the media center. Classes coming to the library in November and December are treated to holiday read alouds.  The students especially enjoy checking out books from the extensive holiday collection, particularly from the Christmas books now on display.

Third and fourth grade students are reading Catholic faith books during December.  Sixth through eighth graders also read books to fill in a genre list, but at their own pace.  They use the media center/library as an extension of their language arts classes, and all students read at least one non-fiction book each month.

Third through eighth grades are learning about the online catalog, while fifth and sixth graders are learning about copyright, plagiarism, and fair use.


All students visit the library with their class once a week and visit individually based on student needs.

Judy Ignasiak

Library
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Music

Please join the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade choir students on December 14th, 2011 at 7:00pm for Lessons and Carols.  The audience is invited to sing along on many of the traditional carols.  Please invite family and friends!  The more voices, the merrier!

I hope you and your family have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Mrs. Sarah Johanson

Computer


Happy Holidays! I hope you are enjoying this Advent season with your family as we countdown to Christmas. The computer lab will be busy with many Christmas activities. The kindergarteners and 1st graders have made Christmas tree pictures on the Kidspiration program using the different shapes. The 1st graders will be creating presents on the Kidspiration program for baby Jesus and hiding them throughout the school with a message for whoever finds them. The 2nd graders will be creating doors to “open their hearts” to Jesus during this Advent season.
We are working hard with the 3rd and 4th graders on Math Facts in a Flash; it is a tremendous program. We are continuing on with research techniques for 3rd grade through 8th using SIRS and Culture Grams. The website and login information is the following:

http://www.proquestk12.com/
USERNAME: stbrigid

PASSWORD: student
I wish a blessed and safe Christmas holiday to you all. Thank you for all of your support.

Mrs. Asencio
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ART
This school year the students in grades k-8 will be working on a collaborative school unit that involves art and music. More information will appear in the next month’s addition of the newsletter.  The project will involve the students’ exploration of a quilt and how it can be transformed to reflect themes and ideas from the school year.
When visiting Artsonia please remember to think about using your child’s artwork imprinted on a wide selection of items such as mugs, key chains, gift cards, mouse pads and more! Your child’s artwork makes the perfect gift for the holidays and throughout the year. Please remember that 15% of your purchases on Artsonia come back to support the arts at St. Brigid. So far this year our school has earned $151.00
Have a blessed and peaceful holiday season with your family and friends.
Mrs. Habel

Art Educator
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