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February 2012





7th and 8th Grade Newsletter





Announcements: We would like to remind both students and parents that our Day of Joy celebration will take place on 2/14.  Students are allowed to dress down but must wear tennis shoes and comfortable outfits that allow for easy movement.








February will be a busy month of learning and collaborating in religion class! Students have been divided into small groups, and are now making progress on their third quarter projects on the seven sacraments. 


We have already learned about two the sacraments of Christian initiation (Baptism and Confirmation); we will soon move on to Eucharist/First Communion, and then learn about the sacraments of healing and vocation. 


Students are also busy learning about creating documents within their chosen project genre, such as how to make an effective and appealing website, or how to make a PowerPoint that is actually engaging, and not just informative. In February, we will begin to delve into MLA style citation rules, and how to correctly give credit to the sources that we cite in our work. 


Student groups have been given weekly checkpoints to keep their work on track, and we are encouraging students to make sure that every group member is making a balanced contribution to the group’s product.  


Later in February, we will begin our Lenten journey with a discussion of this liturgical season and how we can make it an even deeper personal experience with Christ. 


Please let us know if you have any questions. 


Mr. Mazon 


Mrs. Hardin 











Important Middle School Dates:





•	Wednesday Feb. 8th: State of the School Address, Enke Hall, 7pm





•	Friday, Feb. 10th: Pizza Bingo, 6:00-9:00pm





•	Tuesday, Feb. 14th: “Day of Joy” and Valentine’s Day parties (middle school)





Thursday, Feb. 16th: Yearbook photos





Thursday, Feb. 16th: Early Release





Monday, Feb. 20th: Presidents’ Day, No School





Wednesday, Feb. 22nd: Interims sent home





Wednesday, Feb. 22nd: Ash Wednesday, All School Mass





8th Grade Religion News














Eighth grade students have completed the first half of our work from  the teachings of Saint Thomas Aquinas.  Topics covered included the definition of the soul, the five powers of the human soul, grace, original sin, the virtues, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  After our quiz on Tuesday, we will now continue with the second half of our Thomist work, which will allow us to explore Thomas’ statements on the sacrament of Confirmation.  We will explore 5-10 questions Thomas explored in his Summa Theologica, which will serve as yet another window into the beauty of this wonderful sacrament of initiation leading to full adult membership in the Catholic Church.  


Our study of the sacrament of Confirmation will consume most of the next month.  Students are also working on their third quarter religion projects, in which they will work to represent their knowledge of the sacrament of Confirmation and of the basic beliefs of the Catholic Church.  These projects are due on March 5th.








7th Grade Religion News








�








The 8th graders recently completed a unit on social health which explored the role of various health care professionals, the role of the FDA, and the influence of cultural beliefs in health services.  The students also dissected advertisements marketing health related products.  The 8th graders worked to teach one another the influence of cultural beliefs in health services by peer teaching using poster presentations.  The students practiced important communication skills while helping their fellow classmates.  





At the completion of the social health unit, the students will analyze the relationship between gravity, friction, kinetic and potential energy using computer simulations and an experiment in the lab.








Mr. Yeazell











Congratulations to all middle school students for earning a day of celebration from their positive behavior in second quarter!





The middle school team is so proud of your accomplishment. 








The 7th graders have started the DARE program with Officer McKenna.  This year’s program focuses on responding to difficult and dangerous situations using specific refusal methods.  





In the science classroom, the students are examining the differences between atoms, compounds and mixtures.  The students recently completed a laboratory experiment designed to explain how to separate homogenous and heterogeneous mixtures.  The students are exploring the trends and patterns that can be found in the construction of the periodic table of elements.  Did you know that column 7A is called the halogen family?  The elements in this family are highly reactive.  Some of the students likened these elements to people with bad tempers.  They are always ready to react, even EXPLODE!  





FUN FACT:  Sodium is a butter-soft, silver metal that reacts vigorously with water.  Chlorine is a deadly, yellow-green gas.  Put the two tighter and you get innocent table salt.





Mr. Yeazell

















8th Grade Science








7th Grade Science








8th Grade Math 














The students will be working on mastering solving multi-step equations and inequalities and word problems.  Recording the process is a strategy that will be developed.   The students will pay close attention to key steps used when solving multi-step calculations.   Many times what seems clear during the lesson becomes confusing when the students work independently.  By writing down the process, your child will  not only gain a better understanding of the process, but can use the detailed steps as a guide to solving similar problems.  The students will focus on solving multi-step problems, problems with variables on both sides of the equation, solving equations with rational numbers, solving problems with inequalities and problem solving.   





Any questions or concerns please email me at �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�.  





Homework, quiz and test updates along with guided notes can be found at �HYPERLINK "http://new.schoolnotes.com/jbosche/"�http://new.schoolnotes.com/jbosche/�


Mrs. Bosche





equations, and graph functions.  





Any questions or concern please email me at �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�





Homework, quiz and test updates can be found at �HYPERLINK "http://new.schoolnotes.com/jbosche/"�http://new.schoolnotes.com/jbosche/�


Mrs. Bosche





7th Grade Math 





help further his/her understanding of the new concept.  This process will also help your child to pay close attention to details, instead of memorizing a definition. During this month, the students will write expressions and equations, simplify expressions, solve inequalities, solve





The students will be working on mastery of solving equations, expressions and functions.  Comparing and contrasting is a strategy that will be encouraged. When your child is first presented with a new concept, comparing it and contrasting it to a known concept can





8th Grade Algebra














Students are graphing functions, and finding the slope, y and x intercepts of the linear equations.  The students will master slope-intercept form, writing equations given the slope and y intercept, writing equations given two points on the coordinate plane, and using standard form to solve equations.  Please check your student’s binder and your student’s Brainhoney account for results and feedback.


Any questions or concerns please email me at �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�.  





Mrs. Bosche





7th Grade Social Studies








The eight graders this month will focus primarily on the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights. So far they have looked at the founding principles behind the document, as well as the role of the legislative branch in our government. Students will also look at how the executive and judicial branches function, as well as the role of checks and balances. After this, students will start exploring the rights they have as American citizens and they will simulate court cases involving the Bill of Rights. It will be a busy month! 





Mr. Mazon

















This month the seventh graders will be studying the Middle East region. Students will explore first the basic geography of the region and then proceed to look at some of the key countries in the area: Israel, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Iran, etc.  They will be looking at the history as well as the current conditions of the region.   Included in the study of the region will be studying the basic principles of the religion of Islam, the effect terrorism has on the region, the role of women, as well as current events. It will be a busy month! 





Mr. Mazon








The saint report project is underway and I am seeing good progress from the eighth graders so far.  The students are working on careful research skills that include correct paraphrasing and proper citation of sources.  Once the students have gathered their base of research, we will move on to outlining and drafting.  


Soon we will also begin a literature unit on the novel Out of the Dust, which will accomplish several language arts standards as well as their poetry requirement in the AR genre checklist.    While this other unit will not involve much writing, it will be a continued draw upon the students’ time.  The eighth graders can expect to have consistent language arts homework this quarter. 





Mr. Condo























8th Grade Language Arts








8th Grade Social Studies








7th Grade Language Arts














The middle school teachers were happy to see the seventh grade students and parents at student-led conferences.  The students have done good work so far this year and should be proud.  


We have begun work on a personal narrative writing project in seventh grade language arts.  The students are drafting and revising stories from real life to develop story telling skills that include writing with specific detail, as well as continued grammar and spelling skills.


Seventh graders are also completing biweekly vocabulary units, so parents can expect to see vocabulary tests in Friday folders.


Mr. Condo





Accelerated Reader 











Students recently took their midyear STAR assessment in Accelerated Reader. This test shows us how much progress in vocabulary and comprehension has been made this school year, and gives students updated reading levels (the range of text difficulty that a student can comfortably handle). Overall, both grades are on track or exceeding expectations in this area. Many students are well into a high school reading level, and/or have made outstanding progress with a “personal best” score. This data is available in your child’s yellow AR folder, at the top of his or her reading log. I continue to be so impressed with the talent and dedication of our students.





In February, students will see a book talk emphasis on science fiction, and begin to learn some of the subgenres within it, including dystopian or post-apocalyptic sci-fi. We will also continue our March Madness brackets with more voting to see who our top contenders are to win “the Best Series” title. 





February 29th is also our deadline for the Early Bird Club; any student who shows me his/her correctly completed genre checklist by the end of that day will be recognized. The final deadline for completing the genre checklists is by the end of quarter four.





Finally, keep in mind that we are rapidly approaching the halfway point for third quarter. All students should be roughly halfway to their point goals at this time.  Please remind your student to keep reading, keep identifying and defining vocabulary words, and keep an eye on those genre checklists!





Mrs. Hardin








Quarter 2 AR Success: 7th Grade





Average Point Goal: 42





Average Points Achieved: 60





Average # of Books 


Tested per Student: 7





Average 7th Grade Reading Comprehension Quiz Score: 92%











Quarter 2 AR Success: 8th Grade





Average Point Goal: 42





Average Points Achieved: 47





Average # of Books 


Tested per Student: 6





Average 7th Grade Reading Comprehension Quiz Score: 91%






























