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Literacy Corner


	Welcome 2012!  It is quite difficult to believe that 2012 has already arrived, and we are nearly half way through the academic calendar.  Although we have accomplished much, there is still a great deal to do.  In writing, the second grade will be focusing on language and writing skills a bit more than in the first semester.  We will be focusing on punctuation, capitalization and editing rules.  First on the list is distinguishing between common and proper nouns.  This can be a tricky concept for young writers, so please support their efforts at home.  In addition, we will be working on the correct punctuation and capitalization of dates and addresses. In order to practice these concepts, the second graders will be writing post cards and brief newspaper articles.


	As always, reading continues to be one of the most important skills refined during the second grade. Students are not only expected to decode words and read fluently, but also to comprehend and begin to analyze what they read.  Some readers will be moving into more detailed homework assignments along with reading for twenty minutes each night.  Please take the time to help your reader understand the importance of nightly reading.  As a reward for his/her efforts, encourage the reader to participate in the Pizza Hut Book It program.  It is an easy way to keep track and reward the effort.


Religion


This month was a very exciting month for the second graders.  They received the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.  What an exciting moment!  They also had the opportunity to participate in a Christmas performance for their family members and some of the other students in the school.  Each child was given a part and had a blast!  The students have also been working hard to complete their Bibles;  these will be presented to you as part of our celebration of the sacrament of First Holy Communion.  We are moving right along and have just begun the New Testament.  In the month of January we will continue on with our Bibles.  In celebration of Catholic Schools’ Week, the second graders will be given the opportunity to not only reflect in writing on their first sacrament experience, but they will also be able to write about their thoughts on the upcoming sacrament of First Communion. 





Math


The students are progressing with MFF and addition and subtraction.  This month, the students are learning how to add and subtract with two digit numbers.  This process includes math problems both with and without regrouping numbers.  We ask that you still encourage your student to practice MFF at home.  This will only make the longer addition and subtraction problems easier for the second graders.  By the end of third quarter, the students should be finishing up all addition levels.  Please be aware of this goal when working with your students at home. 


Content


In content (science, social studies, and health) we focused on social health.  This includes what students should do in case of an emergency at school and at home, knowing the importance of wearing protective gear when involved in physical activities, and discussing common household accidents.  In January we will talk about the importance of personal grooming, including dental health and healthy eating habits, bedtime routines, and doctor visits.  











