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The fourth grade staff would like to sincerely thank all of our fourth grade families for the wonderful cards and gifts given to us throughout the holiday season. We are truly grateful for your thoughtfulness and generosity.  

January News

 
The fourth grade teaching team extends warm wishes for a happy and healthy 2012!  We continue to cherish our roles as teachers at Saint Brigid of Kildare School, and we celebrate the children’s 2011 successes.  With great anticipation and optimism we greet the children and welcome the academic challenges of the New Year.  We look forward to seeing you during Catholic Schools’ Week.
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Mathematics


This month we are continuing our work with multiplication of 2-digit numbers and long division. We are using a variety of strategies to perform computations and will apply them to multi-step problems. We are practicing every day and are becoming more confident in the process.  Mrs. Reiner continues to help out with our math program is now assisting us four days each week. We are delighted to have her as such an integral part of our team. Our next area of study is geometry. 
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Language Arts

The fourth graders have been so busy since returning from Christmas break.  We have finished our literature circle books and are getting ready to begin our next class novel The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare.  This novel is about a young boy and his father who are planning to settle in the Maine wilderness.  The story goes on to tell how the young boy survives on his own after his father leaves to go gather the rest of the family to bring them to Maine.  This story will fit nicely into our studies of Ohio as we are able to make comparisons to settlements in different parts of North America.  Throughout this novel we will look deeply at plot, inference, characterization, and predicting.  The questions and activities we will do will help develop our interpretive and critical thinking skills.  We will also continue to work on grammar as we embark on a study of adverbs and then move on to the study of sentences, subjects and predicates.  Writing will be an integral part of our work in the coming weeks as we work on our ability to brainstorm, edit, and publish.  We are making excellent progress with spelling as we continue using the “Words Their Way” program.  Thank you for all the support you give at home in helping make this a successful spelling program.  The AR goal for the month is to read one non-fiction and one biography.
Science

We are currently wrapping up our unit on heat. Those students who took advantage of enrichment opportunities in science are sharing their work with the class in an oral presentation. It is exciting to see all that they have learned!

Next week, we will begin the study of electricity. Lots of “hands-on” experiments will be conducted as we explore its properties.

Religion


Chapters 4 and 5 dealt largely with forgiveness. We learned about our conscience and the way it helps us make good choices and brings us closer to God and others. We also recalled the peace and unity that comes from receiving God’s forgiveness and love through the sacrament of Reconciliation. We are currently wrapping up our unit on the liturgical seasons and will move into the study of God’s law through the Ten Commandments. 

Our C.A.R.E. meeting prior to Christmas gave us a wonderful opportunity to engage in service projects to help those in need. All of us enjoyed interacting with students from many grade levels to make hats and scarves for those who are less fortunate. 


Social Studies
            We are finishing our study on the Ohio Native American groups with a written journal entry.  The students are writing a journal entry from the point of view of a member of a specific Native American tribe.  The entries should show a working knowledge of the culture of the chosen tribe as well as knowledge of the events in the given time period they are writing about.  We are in the proofreading and revising steps now.  We have also recently completed our study of timelines.  The fourth graders have worked with several different types of timelines and should be able to show competency in chronological order and intervals of time.  We have just begun a study of the Ohio frontier.  We are preparing to study the Frontier Wars, the Northwest Ordinance, and the Proclamation of 1763.  The unit will end with a quick look at the American Revolution and the impact that it had on the settlement of Ohio and the relationship Ohioans would have with the Native Americans.  It promises to be an interesting month!
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Accelerated Reading





Yea!  Every fourth grader met his/her AR goal.  We had a terrific month reading independently for Accelerated Reader.  Many students met their goals early in the month of December giving them plenty of time for additional reading, which we call “Reader’s Choice.





As we move into January, we will focus more on skills that help the students achieve better success as “independent” readers.  The students will review the C.A.F.E. acronym, which focuses on comprehension, accuracy, fluency and extending vocabulary.  We will also be calling on the fourth grade parents to actively work with their children to help them succeed with the above mentioned reading skills.  





Our goal for January is one biography and one non-fiction.  Biographies are considered non-fiction, so for the month of January the students may read two biographies or one biography and a non-fiction book on a particular subject.





As always, please contact me if you have any questions about your child’s reading.





Happy New Year!





Mrs. Mosko











