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A Note to Parents…
As we work together to prepare for this year’s theme of Catholic Schools’ Week  Faith, Academics, and Service, we encourage our students to embrace the opportunities to help others and to live our lives by following the  teachings of Jesus.  The students have been living out these themes each day!
We want to thank you very much for all the thoughtful and generous Christmas gifts! We appreciate them more than words can say!

Thank you again for your continued support.   We can be reached anytime by email or by a phone message at school.
                       Mrs. Saliba, Mrs. Kessler,

Mrs. Cecutti, and Miss Partridge
[image: image1.wmf]      Just a reminder that as the weather turns colder, students need to wear their heavier jackets and gear including gloves/mittens. It is important to be prepared for the winter elements since we will go outdoors for recess until the temperature drops well below freezing.
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Time to replenish supplies!

Be sure your child has the following:

· flash drive for saving documents—very important! 

· plenty of pencils or lead for mechanical pencils WITH erasers

· red pen for editing

· loose leaf paper—wide ruled

· spiral notebook for writing (some students already have this)

· glue stick, colored pencils

· post-its

· scissors

· thin line black marker such as Sharpie brand or similar

THANK YOU! (
 Religion
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The sixth graders have been learning a lot about our ancestors through reading from Genesis, Exodus, Isaiah, Numbers, and many other books in the Old Testament.  By the end of quarter two, the students will have learned all about the patriarchs of our faith: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The students will continue to learn about the covenant that was formed with God’s people-the Israelites -  and how that covenant was redefined as the people of Israel experienced so many trials! 
The students spent time at the beginning of the year learning about the liturgical year.  As we return to ordinary time and move towards Lent, we will begin to learn more about Lent to help us fully prepare for the Easter season. 
Our school theme this month is love. I encourage each family this month to spend a few minutes each day sharing things they love to show appreciation for all that God gives us. 
Science/Health
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For the month of January we will be continuing to learn about communicable and non-communicable diseases in health.  This chapter in health exposes the students to many common diseases.  This information should assist your child in selecting a disease to formally research.  We will revisit many of our research standards to prepare a research paper on the selected disease.  Health and language arts standards will be evident in this assignment.  Please be prepared to openly discuss your child’s topic so that you are comfortable with the choice.  Often students want to research a disease that a family member is fighting at the time.  As a family you will need to decide if learning the detailed information relating to that disease is a good family decision.  Another way that your assistance will be needed is that each student will be required to have a book source (preferably a book on that disease) from the public library by January 17th.  We will use the internet and encyclopedias from the St. Brigid library but a book source is required as well.  I will be happy to answer any questions that you may have on this assignment but guidelines will be coming mid-January.  

      Math
 Our main focus the last few weeks has been on:
[image: image5.wmf]
There are so many fantastic reasons why geometry is like food for our brain. Here are a few of those reasons:

1. When we know how to apply and understand the relationship between shapes and sizes we will be better prepared to use them in everyday life. Geometry will assist us in doing that as it provides the reasons for certain relationships of lines, angles, surfaces, and solids. 

2. Some people think in shapes and sizes; others think with visual abilities. When visualizing we need the understanding of geometry to be able to do that. 
3. Geometry helps to bring together both sides of the brain. In other words, it encourages us to be left-brain thinkers, but also right-brain thinkers. The left-brain is the more logical, technical field, whereas the right-brain is the part that visualizes and from which artists gets their creative inspiration. Not many people have the ability to make the two connect and work together as one. Geometry will assist in doing that.

We spent some days last week working with the Illuminations Isometric Drawing Tool which allows students to create 3-dimensional objects and then manipulate the objects to rotate on 3 different axes. The students really enjoyed this. Encourage them to show you this program from home!
 The students are now required to be scanning at least 2 times a week as well as working on their math facts for 20 minutes each week. 
Language Arts
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We are extremely proud of our 6th graders for the overall growth and interest they have displayed in reading this year. Thank you for your continued support at home with reading!  Many students received books or e-readers such as Kindles or Nooks as Christmas gifts.  We know many of you are taking your child to the public library to obtain books, audio books, and downloadable books.  Some of you have used services such as I-Tunes to download books on MP-3 players and onto e-readers. Many of you continue to frequent the local bookstores and Internet sellers when your child comes home and tells you about a new book that he or she is excited to have to read. We appreciate the fact that our school parents realize the importance of reading in their child’s life at school AND at home.  

With increased use of e-readers, we have cautions and rules of use so that you can discuss these with your child as you see fit.

· The care of the e-reader is the responsibility of the student.  

· No “gaming” or use of the Internet is permitted during the school day on the e-reader.

· Downloading new books should be done at home.   A hard copy of a book can be obtained at school until a book is downloaded.

· E-readers should be fully charged when brought to school and the student must have a hard copy book if the e-reader runs out of power or does not work so that reading can continue.

E-readers are a helpful device, especially when the dictionary and audio features are used to decode words and to check the meaning of unknown vocabulary.  We encourage students to use those tools as they read to enhance their reading experience and knowledge.  

 Independent reading is a daily homework assignment and a great life-long habit to establish and enjoy.  Reading also contributes to a student’s ability to write since mentor authors serve as great models for writing of all types and for all purposes.  Reading is the cornerstone for learning!

[image: image7.wmf]MILLION WORD READER AWARD BEGINS SOON!

Later in January, we will begin the Million Word Reader honors.  Each week in library class, we will acknowledge all students who have reached 1,000,000 words in independent reading this year.  Each Million Word Reader receives a certificate, a small prize, and a medal on a poster that is displayed on the beach room door.  Keep reading!

 Our students have become experts on authors, genres, sequels of favorite books, as well as   series of books.  The ability to develop an appreciation of a particular author’s style, a genre’s characteristics, and the flow of a story that spans more than one book all require critical thinking and more advanced experience with reading.  Congratulations to our students for not only accepting the challenge, but also for accepting it as a pleasure as we continue our growth in reading through outstanding literature and authors along with our discussions of them with our peers and teachers.   

We will continue our January shared reading experience with a class novel, Bystander by James Preller.  This novel is about middle school students, bullying, friendship, and being the “new” kid trying to fit in.   We are confident that it will be a great discussion starter and bring more awareness to the problem of bullying and how others feel when bullied, including the bystanders who witness the bullying.  We will teach and practice a variety of reading and writing standards and strategies through this book experience.  
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Soon, all students will take their second semester STAR tests, and AR levels will be adjusted accordingly for second semester.  The STAR test is a timed, computerized, multiple choice, close item (missing word in sentence or paragraph) assessment that targets decoding, vocabulary, determining meaning through context, and comprehension.    Adjusted AR levels are determined by not only the STAR test results but also other factors such as the student’s performance on AR tests within his/her previous level, the amount of reading a student is doing, and the range of books and genres a student has read. 

There are a variety of ways to challenge and strengthen reading skills, endurance, and confidence.  One way is to read unfamiliar genres including poetry and nonfiction.  Another way is to read longer books. (AR books have points assigned to them.  The more points a book is worth, the longer the text.) Although reading a book with a higher AR level is challenging, remember that the level of a book is based on the length of the sentences, not the complexity of the plot, difficulty of the vocabulary, or any other factors that contribute to a book’s difficulty. A lower level book may well be much more difficult to understand if the content of the story is unfamiliar. For many students, nonfiction provides the greatest challenge due to the length of sentences, amount of information to learn, and the length of some of the books.  

We recommend students “pair” a non-fiction book with a fiction book so that facts within the fiction book can be supported and explained in the nonfiction selection.  For instance, if a student is reading Number the Stars, a book about a Jewish girl and her friend during WWII, a non-fiction book about Judaism or WWII would assist the student in understanding some of the facts within the fiction.  Since non-fiction reading is a requirement in our reading program, pairing books is a great way to enhance non-fiction reading experiences.
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Social Studies
[image: image10.jpg]



The 6th graders are continuing their study of ancient civilizations. They have learned about ancient India and its culture and are moving on to study about the ancient civilization of China. This is our last unit on the study of the River Valley Culture. The students are in the process of writing an

essay in which they are taking a position on whether or not the connection between government and religion had a positive impact on Chinese society. Once we have wrapped up our early China unit, we are moving on to the study of ancient Rome. We will spend several weeks on this unit, as there are many exciting topics to investigate and explore about Rome’s ancient civilization.
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Thank you for reading our newsletter! Tell your child to say “snow day” to Mrs. Cecutti, Mrs. Kessler or Mrs. Saliba for a treat!
�


Important         Dates:





January 13th – End of Quarter Tw0 





January 16th – No School for Students





January 19th – Early Release





January 25th – Report Cards go home





January 30th – February 3rd


Catholic Schools’ Week

















