Third Grade News
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Welcome Back!  Even though the time goes by so quickly, we hope you had the opportunity to spend quality time with your friends and family during the holiday season.  Christmas is truly a magical time of year!  
Thank you to all of you who contributed to the Gifts of Gratitude program, as well as, those of you who gave individual gifts.  We are so blessed to be a part of such a loving and supporting community.   
Let’s get you caught up on all of the things we were working before we left for break.  We were very busy right up to the start of winter break(
SOCIAL STUDIES
One overarching standard in third grade is to study and become aware of the many different types of people in society.  More specifically, we explore cultural practices and products of various groups of people who live or have lived in our local community.  We used Christmas as an opportunity to study where many of the traditions we take part in during this time of year originated.  Predominantly in Dublin, we have Irish, German and Italian roots.  So, we explored the Christmas traditions and customs that originated from these places.
RELIGION:
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We began December with learning about the season of Advent.  The children came up with ideas to help them better prepare for Christmas.  They came up with praying for the homeless, being nice to their siblings and doing a better job of listening to their parents.  We read about the Annunciation of Mary when she said yes to God.  We also learned about the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  We read the story by Tomie DePaolo, and we viewed the actual tilma (garment) that Juan Diego was wearing when he met the Virgin Mary.  Mrs. Kreeber shared her knowledge about Our Lady and how this feast day is celebrated in Mexico.


The Feast of the Immaculate Conception was celebrated on December the 8th.  The children learned that Mary was so special that she was conceived without original sin.  


We read from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke the story of the birth of Jesus Christ.  We compared their accounts and discussed the beauty of that special night.  The children demonstrated a growing understanding of what Christmas is about.
SCIENCE
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water (renewable resource)
We continued our study on the earth’s resources.  We have a deeper understanding of the fact that the nonliving resources, like water, air, rock and soil, are energy resources that we need and use on a daily basis.  Without them, we simply could not exist.  After break, we will spend 2 more weeks on Earth Science.  We will finish our unit by looking at the difference between a renewable (such as wind, water, or solar energy) and nonrenewable resource (such as coal or oil).  The students will have a better understanding that renewable resources are replenished within a short amount of time by natural processes.  Nonrenewable resources cannot be replenished in a short amount of time.  We will also realize that the Earth’s resources become limited due to overuse and contamination.  Reducing resource use, decreasing waste and pollution, recycling and reusing can help conserve these resources.
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Coal (nonrenewable resource)
MATH
We used place value concepts to represent whole numbers using numerals, words, expanded notation and physical models.  We worked on the concept that 100 means “10 tens,” as well as a single entry (1 hundred) through physical models.  We described and practiced the multiplicative nature of the number system.   An example of this is 3205 as 3x1000 +2x100+5x1.  
After break we will begin learning the multiplication facts.  We will start by showing strategies to use when we get stuck.  This will include repeated addition, skip counting and arrays.  Then, we will go into learning all of the multiplication facts.  Please remember that nightly Math Facts in a Flash practice will help your child learn these facts quicker.  Time and practice is what is needed to master these facts.
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Language Arts

We wrapped up our second piece of personal narrative writing.  On this piece of writing, we focused on strong leads, powerful endings, transitions, proper grammar, punctuation and neat handwriting.  We also talked a lot about writing and reading to an audience and what that means for body posture, voice volume,   and enthusiasm about what we are presenting.  
Our next unit is called “Breathing Life into Essays.”  As always, there will be literary pieces that show the students examples of authors that have done this in their writing.  For some students, the fact that they can write about personal topics in a genre other than a personal narrative will be a new realization.  It is going to be fun to watch our little authors produce big ideas!

In reading workshop, we finished up our unit on reading non-fiction.  We will continue to use all the knowledge and experience we have gained when working toward our monthly AR goal, as well as, any time we are working with a non-fiction piece.  Shortly after break, we will be administering the second DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment) to see where growth has occurred and to adjust any guided reading groups that need to be adjusted. 
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AR NEWS

Yea!  Every third grader met his/her AR goal!  We had a terrific month reading independently for Accelerated Reader.  Many students met their goal early in the month of December giving them plenty of time for additional reading, which we call “Reader’s Choice.”
As we move into January, we will focus more on skills that help the students achieve better success as “Independent” readers.  The students will review the C.A.F.E. acronym, which focuses on comprehension, accuracy, fluency and extending vocabulary.  We will also be calling on the third grade parents to actively work with their children to help them succeed with the above mentioned reading skills.  
Our goal for January is one biography and one non-fiction.  Biographies are considered non-fiction, so for the month of January the students may read two biographies or one biography and one non-fiction book on a particular subject.

As always, please contact me if you have any questions about your child’s reading.

Happy New Year!
Mrs. Mosko

 Cleaning out bookshelves?

Please don’t forget the 3rd and 4th grade classrooms are always ready to make room for gently used picture, chapter, and non-fiction books that your children don’t read anymore.  
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