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January 2012


Happy New Year!





7th and 8th Grade Newsletter











Important Reminder:


Student led conferences for students in grades 7 and 8 will take place on Thursday, January 26.  These conferences are mandatory.  Please plan ahead to join us for this very important evening.








At the end of quarter two, seventh graders studied the agospels and their writers, particularly the ways that each gospel portrays Jesus Christ. We also studied the Beatitudes and the liturgical year. 


In the third quarter, students will embark on an extensive study of the seven sacraments. Each student group will create a product and a presentation to teach others about the sacraments; there will be many options for this final product. The projects they create will accomplish religion and language arts standards. In addition to religion content, we will study correct MLA citations, effective presentation skills, and the design fundamentals of the mediums they choose for their products.  


There will be an emphasis on effective group work and collaboration. It will be important for student groups to make effective use of the meeting time given to them in class. Weekly checkpoints will keep groups on track and discourage procrastination.  


Project materials will be posted on Mr. Mazon’s wikipage if extra copies are needed. Please encourage your child to pay close attention to deadlines and checkpoints, and feel free to contact us if there are any questions. 


Mr. Mazon 


Mrs. Hardin 








Important Middle School Dates:








•	End of Quarter 2: Friday, January 13th 





•	No School: Monday, January 16th 





Early Release Day: Thursday, January 19th 





Report Cards Sent Home: Wednesday, January 25th 





Student-Led Conferences: Thursday, January 26th 





Catholic Schools Week begins: Sunday, January 29th 





8th Grade Religion News














The eighth grade students performed magnificently on their semester exam in religion.  Their results were certainly indicative of students who are motivated, hard working, and dedicated to their studies.  Congratulations to all.


Now we turn to our third quarter work which will center on preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation.  We will focus on the history and elements of the rite, as well as the sacramental signs and ordinary minister of the rite.  


Students will continue to work on their Confirmation saint reports, which are fully researched papers approximating 6-8 pages in length.  A list of mandatory elements was shared with the students to guide their research.


Students will also complete a third quarter project blending their knowledge of the sacrament of Confirmation and basic Catholic beliefs.


Due dates for both of these important assignments can be found online.


As we approach the Lenten season, we will take time to greatly add to our knowledge of this beautiful season of the Church year.








7th Grade Religion News




















Imagine hitting a golf ball off of the wing of a space shuttle.  Once in flight, would the ball ever stop moving?  The eighth graders have been exploring questions like this as they work to understand Newton’s three laws of motion.  The students took a hands-on approach to learning Newton’s laws when they created flip-video movies on each law in action.  The students have a future in the acting business.  





After exams, we will move onto to a consumer health unit in which the students will learn how to critique the advertising of health care products and services, discuss the role of government agencies in protecting public health, and make complaints regarding defective products.


.


Mr. Yeazell














Joke of the day:  


What element will put you to sleep?   (Answer:  bohrium  - This element is actually named after a famous physicist who was quite an interesting guy.)





Just before Christmas break the students began a chemistry unit.  The students investigated the differences between chemical and physical changes in the laboratory.  Ask your student about the soda can experiment.  





After exams, the students will examine the atom’s role in chemical and physical changes.  They will explore the physical and chemical properties of various elements and explain why today’s periodic table of elements is arranged in its current format.  At the end of the unit the students will understand the key differences between elements, mixtures and compounds.





Mr. Yeazell














8th Grade Science








7th Grade Science








8th Grade Math 














After midterms the students will present their final student led conference.  You will have a chance to review their progress and their midterm exam results.  The 8th grade will then begin a unit on fractions, ratios and percents.  The unit will be a review on fractions; we will work in depth with ratios, rates, interest, taxes and percents.  To help with the understanding of these topics I encourage you to check all notes for helpful hints for solving problems.  Have your child pay close attention to key steps when performing multi-step calculations.   By writing down the process, your child will not only gain a better understanding of the procedure, but can also use the detailed steps as a guide to solving similar problems in the future.


Mrs. Bosche











To help with the understanding of this concept I encourage you to talk about the weather, changes in temperature, snow fall and averages. Other ideas that help while working with integers are golf, football, and personal finances.   Encourage your child to record and summarize the key steps that he/she takes when











performing multi-step calculations. By writing down the process, your child can gain a better understanding of the procedure, and use the detailed steps to solve similar calculations in the future.


Mrs. Bosche





After midterms the students will have student led conferences with you and show you their progress and their results from their midterm exam.  Then 7th grade will work with integers.  This is cause for dancing in the halls—your child will explain at a later date. 








7th Grade Math 








The students survived their midterm exam.  They are anxious to get the results back.  Many are checking Brainhoney daily.  They are working on ratios, rates and percents will a quick test during this week.


Please encourage your child to check the Bishop Watterson Website for review of the class work for the day.  


Mrs. Bosche








8th Grade Algebra








8th Grade Social Studies








The 8th grade students have started looking into the foundations of the Constitution and now will begin to explore the powers and functions of our government.  They will explore the powers of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches and then proceed to the Bill of Rights.  After they learn the basics of the Bill of Rights, students will be role playing court cases involved with the Bill of Rights and will have to debate as if they were in a court of law. The 8th graders have been working hard all year and it is hard to believe we are at the halfway point and that they will be soon off to high school!





Mr. Mazon














7th Grade Social Studies














The 7th grade students are about to begin their social norms projects. They will put themselves in scenarios to go against what is normal (for example instead of facing the elevator door, they face the people in the elevator.) The point is to show why people do the things that we do. After this experiment in social norms, the class will focus on regions of the world the rest of year. As we study these regions we will be looking at them from multiple angles. We will look at the basic geography, the culture, the religions, the history, and government and economy.  The students will also explore current events in these regions to see the goals and challenges these regions face.  It is hard to believe the first half of the year is complete and I hope that this second half of the year will be as exciting as the first.   


Mr. Mazon











8th Grade Language Arts















































Over break, I enjoyed reading the 8th grade scary stories.  It’s a blessing for me to work with such talented and creative writers as we have here at St. Brigid.  





We’ll be continuing our writing throughout the third quarter with an in-depth focus on research writing with the saint report.  During this project, the students will need to work consistently to keep up with the progress of the unit.  We’ll be exploring how to conduct research, how to outline, and how to successfully write in the research genre.  These skills will be used during high school and beyond.  


Mr. Condo























Happy January! It seems that the 


seventh graders were refreshed by their Christmas holiday.


 


 Before we left for break, the students turned in final drafts for letters related to the Life As We Knew It series of novels.  In these letters, the students reflected on our call as Catholics to serve the mission of social justice in our world. 





We got right back to work to prepare for these students’ first experience with semester exams.  The seventh graders worked very hard to prepare well for these exams.


I look forward to a great second half of year!


Mr. Condo








Accelerated Reader 














December was an exciting month for readers. Some students began to cross personal goal lines, including our first few Million Word Readers and Early Bird Club genre readers. I am excited to see students meet and exceed their point goals in the first two weeks of January before the quarter 2 deadline on Friday the 13th. I look forward to sharing quarter 2 data with you in the February newsletter. 





January will include the transition to third quarter, with new point goals and updated reading levels. Our genre theme, fantasy, will include new book talks and a “March Madness”-style bracket as fantasy and sci-fi series compete for the title of Best Series 2012. We will also make reading resolutions to celebrate the New Year.





We will be taking the Accelerated Reader STAR tests in January to see changes in reading level; if you have questions about your child’s data, feel free to email me directly at: �HYPERLINK "mailto:shardin@cdeducation.org"�shardin@cdeducation.org� .





Sometimes students struggle with time management and reading at this point in the school year. It can be tough to read consistently when winter sports, midterm exams, and content area homework are legitimate, high priorities. To see an article with a list of time-saving tips for reading, visit my website at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.hardinbooks.blogspot.com"�www.hardinbooks.blogspot.com� 





Happy Reading!


Mrs. Hardin





AR Success Stories





The middle school’s combined total of words read so far this year:


74 million





Most 7th grade points achieved in 


one quarter:158.5





Most 8th grade points achieved in one quarter:141





Number of 


Million Word 


Readers already: 14





























7th Grade Language Arts















