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          Spanish Español

Español 
La clase de español continues to make great progress in what we know of the Spanish language, as well as what we know of the Spanish culture.  As an extension of our Faith, Family, Tradition theme for the school year, we have just recently concluded a unit on La Familia (Family) in grades Kindergarten through sixth that covered not only names for common family members, but also examined briefly various cultural aspects that are important to the structure of a Spanish-speaking family.  

Our kindergarten friends have discussed la familia a great deal and loved giving examples of how their very own families are similar and different.  We have identified persons in a Spanish family by their roles, we enjoyed a story about a young boy and his experience with a busy family, and we exchanged ideas about how families in Spanish culture may be spending their holidays.  

Similarly, first through third graders have been exposed to several cultural aspects of Spanish families including how celebrations, religion, and even animals can bring the entire Spanish family structure together to bond and strengthen.  Our students were surprised to learn that 90% of Spanish-speakers throughout the world are Católica (Catholic) just like our St. Brigid family and many of our families at home. 

Fourth through sixth grades were not only exposed to the different family member roles and their names, but we also took a closer look at the structure of a Spanish-speaking family and how extended family members play a crucial role.  Culturally, we saw images of Spanish birthdays, baptisms, churches, and even discussed in-depth paintings by two very famous Spanish artists (Fernando Botero and Carmen Garza) and their individual portrayals of a Spanish family.  Grammatically, we learned a Spanish verb to express possession and we have begun putting this to use as we describe whom we have in our own families.

Middle school students have had a busy second quarter handling Spanish –AR verbs, common seasonal activities, and ways to express which of these activities we like with the verb gustar.  Seventh and Eighth graders will continue to use –AR verbs and express like and dislike as we move towards a more in-depth look at various cultural aspects and continue preparing for important grammatical features of basic Spanish I for next level advancement.  

Our goal for the second half of the year is to use what we have learned in as many ways as possible to ensure retention!  Thank you to all familias for your continued support at home!  

Senorita Losko
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       Physical Education

Happy New Year and welcome back!  A new year marks the beginning of many things—and is a great time to put away bad habits, and start new, healthier ones.  One “healthier” habit would be to start the year off right with an exercise program.  As far as exercise programs go, it’s not so much what you do, only that you challenge yourself and stick with it!!  Remember, parents, what you do has a great influence over what your child sees as important as you are the role model.  If daily exercise and healthy eating are important to you, chances are it will be important to your child also. 

Physical Education updates:  Basketball and/or basketball skills were the units of choice for the last 4-5 weeks during part of November and December.  As this unit winds down, I want to say that we have quite an abundance of future Wolfhounds in this school!  Even the very young students showed optimistic promise in the basic skills, such as dribbling and passing.  Basketball seems to be one of the favorite units of most of the students and we had a great time with the skill practice, the lead-up games and the “real” games!

Next up is balancing/pyramid building for the younger students and volleyball and volleyball skills for the students in grades 3rd through 8th!










Stay Warm,










Mary Beckwith
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Snow! Snow! Snow!  The theme in the library for January is snow.  Younger students K- 2 will llisten to stories about snow and select from “snow” stories and from books about animals that enjoy cold weather like polar bears and penguins.  Grades three and four are reading biographies this month and older students are working to fill in the genre sheet that must be completed by the end of the school year.  Many of the seventh and eighth graders are working to be “early birds” by reading all of the different genres required before the end of February.  January is a great time to curl up with a good book.

Mrs. Ignasiak

Media Specialist
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Music

Happy winter!  Students are busy moving and singing in class as we continue learning.  

In kindergarten, we are continuing to work on the steady beat and differentiating between singing, speaking, and whispering.  We have learned about high/low and fast/slow.  We are preparing to learn about high and low pitches.   A favorite song of the classes is the Surprise Symphony by Haydn, which is a great example of loud and soft sounds.  

In first grade we are practicing eighth and quarter notes and preparing to learn about so and mi.  Students are becoming familiar with the 5 lines and 4 spaces of the staff through Simon Says.  We are continuing to play the Orff instruments as well as singing and playing many song games.

In second grade, students are practicing reading, writing and singing our new note do.  Students have even played this new note on Orff instruments!  We are also preparing to learn about a new fast rhythm called Mississippi, or 4 even sounds fitting in one beat.  Students have enjoyed a chant called Jello in the Bowl.

Third and fourth grades have learned about 4 sixteenth notes (tika-tika).  Third grade students are practicing reading, writing and singing their new note re.  Soon, students will be practicing playing re on the Orff instruments. Students in the 4th grade have been practicing reading, writing and singing their new note low la.  Students have even composed short melodies using this new note.

Fifth grade students have been learning about the extended pentatonic scale, including low la, do, re, mi, so, la and high do.  Students have been practicing reading, writing, and singing these notes and have even composed a short composition.  Fifth grade students have also learned about ti-tika (eighth/two sixteenths).  Students are preparing to learn the opposite rhythm tika-ti through new song literature.

In the sixth grade students have learned about low so and have practicing singing, writing, reading, and playing this new note on instruments.  Sixth graders are also preparing to learn a new rhythm ti-tika(eighth/two sixteenths) and tika-ti.

All grade levels will be exploring the relationship between art and music through quilts.  Students will find similarities between quilts and music.  They will also be learning how songs and quilts can hold secrets, stories and a deeper meaning.  We will be studying songs and quilts from the Civil War era and explore history’s impact on music and art.  With this knowledge, students will be creating composition on themes of the school year: Love, Ecology, Faith, Sustainability, Interaction, Morality, Interdependence, and Ancestry.  Each grade level will be creating a song based on one of the themes.  Students will then take their grade level composition and find artistic ways to visually express the contents and meaning of their song.  In art, students will be finding ways to express the message of their song in a visual way, just as quilts had expressed another meaning in the Civil War era.   
Mrs. Sarah Johanson

Computer
Happy New Year to all! Thank you so much for all of your wonderful and thoughtful gifts and wishes for Christmas. The preschool 3’s have started to come for computer class. They start out with a basic drawing program to get used to the mouse.  STAR math and STAR reading tests will be given on the computers this month to check on student progress. The 4th graders are continuing on with new Power Point skills. The 5th and 6th graders will be working on perfecting and adding word processing skills and typing. I am generating Mavis Beacon typing reports for grades 4-8 to check on their midyear typing goals. 

The yearbook club members are working on the yearbook on the computer every Wednesday after school. The deadline to purchase a yearbook (available online only) is February 1, 2012. 

Also, the yearbook staff invites you to submit your photos for the yearbook.
Our photographers can’t be everywhere, so if you’ve got great photos of school/community events or your children just having fun, we’d like to see them. The more photos we get, the better the yearbook will be for everyone!

To upload your photos:
* Point your web browser to: www.myyear.com
* Click the ‘StudioWorks Photo Upload’ link at the bottom right of the page

* Enter our password: 224264

* Review and accept the upload Terms and Conditions

* Browse and select one or more images from your computer to upload (see reminders below) ​

* Enter the photo caption (please include your contact information in case the staff needs additional information)

* Click Begin Upload to upload your images 

It’s easy, submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is March 1, 2012.

 

(The yearbook staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions will be used in the book.)
Image reminders:

- Images should be in JPEG format, RGB

- Maximum file size is 5MB per image

- Cell phone photos and photos for the web are usually too small to reproduce in the yearbook

- Include in each caption: Contributed by [your name], the names of each subject in the photo, and the event/occasion

- Submitted photos cannot be retouched after uploading

Mrs. Asencio 
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ART      
I hope everyone had a restful and joyous holiday season!

Our 5th grade students will be learning about the art of the Oaxaca region of Mexico and creating clay animal sculptures. The 6th grade students are continuing to learn 6 weaving techniques and create a sampler. These will be traveling home to complete and share. 
Did you ever wonder about where all those Google Doodles come from when you are doing an internet search? Well the 7th grade students are going to explore the history of the Google Doodle and create their own. 

Theme mugs will be the focus of the 8th grade students. They will create a slab mug and decorate it based on a specific theme. Colorful glazes will be used to complete the mug and add color.

The students in grades K-8 will begin a collaborative project involving a quilt. We will begin with the students in grades K-4. Both art and music will be used to help explore the meaning of the quilt. A 1930’s vintage quilt will be used to have the students explore the designs and the meaning connected with the shapes and colors used. The quilt reflects how family and tradition are expressed in an art form. Each grade level will discuss the quilt using essential questions. Our project will connect to the school’s theme: Faith, Families and Tradition, Sustaining our Family, Community and our World.  To help investigate the theme there are words designated each month to discover how these words apply to our faith, families and tradition. During art classes we will continue to learn the meaning of each word and how it can be represented visually using the quilt as a starting place. Each grade will explore a different topic word.
Grades K-1 will look at love, 2nd grade ecology, 3rd grade faith, 4th grade sustainability, 5th interaction, 6th morality, 7th interdependence and 8th grade ancestry. Grades K-4 will begin the investigation about the meaning and use what they learn to create art that will connect to the quilt. In April Amy Yaich, artist will visit our school and work with the students to create the fabric quilt. 

We will be using a variety of materials to create and would love our parent support and participation with this project. Items we could use are buttons (old, vintage any size) fabric (gauze like material/sheers/ tulle). These items may be dropped off any time in the art room. Volunteers will also be vital to the project so if you think you would like to help in April please contact me at lhabel@cdeducation.org. 
Larrie Habel

Art Educator
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