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November News

The leaves have fallen and thoughts are turning towards Thanksgiving and the Ohio    State–Michigan football game.  Thanksgiving brings a different kind of experience to the classroom.  

Every year the children enjoy adding a little decoration to their uniforms by putting on a pilgrim hat or Native American headband when we celebrate, count our blessings, and enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner in the cafeteria. We have several things to look forward to during the month of November.

Mathematics


A huge area of focus in the fourth grade revolves around the study of multiplication and division of whole numbers and decimals. 

This quarter students will be responsible for memorizing those facts to build speed and accuracy. Students will be required to access the Math Facts in a Flash program every night throughout the week and periodically in school until mastery of both multiplication and division facts are reached even if it had been mastered previously in the third grade. Failure to complete the multiplication part of the program by the end of second quarter will result in an “I” or “N” on the report card and will greatly inhibit the progress in other math related areas of study. 
Please help your child by reviewing and monitoring their progress.  

         
Language Arts 

We are moving right along with our reading and writing!  The October goal for AR was a mystery book as well as a non-fiction selection.  The children made some excellent book choices this month and, as a whole, they are making great strides with the AR program.  November will focus on historical fiction as well as a non-fiction selection.  Non-fiction reading can prove to be more difficult due to the high number of facts in any given text.  There is a wide selection of graphic organizers available in the classroom designed to help the students keep track of those facts as they read.  Encourage your fourth grader to make use of these organizers as he/she works toward his/her November goals.  
We recently began literature circles in reading.  Ask your fourth grader to share the group he/she is in and to tell you a little about the novel he/she is reading.  We will continue to work on literary elements like character, connections, plot, sequencing, and summarization as we move along.  I will also begin weaving in grammar lessons designed to teach the children the different parts of speech.  We have started with nouns and will then continue on to verbs.  Writing opportunities will continue to be incorporated into our reading with journals, free writes, character reflections, and novel response to name a few.  November promises to be a wonderful month!

 

Health

For roughly three weeks now we have had the pleasure of working with Mrs. Tobias, a nutritionist and school parent, and her team of dietetic interns from The Ohio State University. They have been instructing the fourth graders on the importance of healthy eating practices by introducing them to three classification of food groups known as the “Go, Slow, and Whoa” foods. Students kept logs of foods eaten during a week’s time and evaluated their eating choices to determine which choices provided the body with the best sources of energy. Their lessons were both informative and fun. This quarter they will continue to share their knowledge with us in the areas of rest, exercise, and fitness. 
Ohio History


Geography has been the theme throughout this first quarter.  The fourth graders have spent time working on regions, landforms, settlement patterns, mapping, cardinal directions, latitude and longitude, and scale, to name but a few.  We are getting ready to move into the study of the prehistoric and historic Native Americans who lived in Ohio.  We will be introducing the essential questions which are “Can the study of people who lived in the past affect the impact the present and the future?” and “In what ways have the Native Americans left a lasting legacy to the people of Ohio?”  We will also go over the “I can” statements so that the children know the goals for the unit.  This unit will have us working with comparisons, timelines and chronological order, mapping skills, and the study of culture.  It should prove to be an interesting month.




Religion

During the month of October fourth graders have been looking at the changes that will take place in the Mass beginning the first week of Advent, November 27, to align with the New Roman Missal. This has given us the opportunity to study the parts of the Mass in greater detail and to familiarize ourselves with the newly revised responses, prayers and terms. Our lessons have generated great discussions about our faith and the Mass itself.  Be sure to check out our books pertaining to these changes to see what is coming.

In addition to the study of the Mass, students are taking part in a program known as “Everyday Heroes” presented by our school counselor, Stacie Williams. For several weeks now Miss Williams has instructed students and facilitated discussions on good role models, friendships, and conflict resolution. These life-long skills in conflict management and building relationships are invaluable in today’s world and are certainly growing in importance in the developmental life of a fourth grader. Throughout the course of the year we will continue to address these topics through the Christian perspective.
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Accelerated Reader Update





Accelerated Reader is off to a great start in fourth grade!  As parents of “experienced” fourth grade readers, you will continue to see the AR program as a daily tool impacting your child’s independent reading growth.  The reasons for this include the proven statistical data we receive about what she or he is reading successfully and how much reading practice he/she is participating in daily.  As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, students will have monthly AR goals.  The purpose for the AR goal is to expose students to various genres of literature and to insure they are “practicing” reading to improve their comprehension.





During the month of October students were consistently coached and advised on meeting their October AR goal. I’m happy to share with you that the fourth grade students have taken a total of 378 AR quizzes since the beginning of the school year, and received an average correct score of 89.2%.  AR guidelines encourage students to achieve an 85% correct goal for optimum reading growth to occur.  I will share individual student results with you at the parent-teacherconferences.





November’s AR goal is one historical fiction book and one non-fiction book in the student’s level.  





Happy Reading!





Mrs. Mosko





 











