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A Note to Parents…

Just a reminder that as the weather turns colder, students need to bring their winter jackets and gear. It is important to be properly prepared for the winter elements.
Just a reminder to contact us with any questions you have! Please feel free to email or call the school and leave a message!
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Mrs. Saliba, Mrs. Kessler, 
Mrs. Cecutti, and Miss Partridge

Religion
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Sixth graders have had a great first quarter, focusing on learning new prayers, planning prayer services each week, learning about how God reveals Himself to us, and learning about the changes to the Mass starting November 27th. 

As we begin second quarter, we will look further into the changes coming to the Mass.  We will also focus on service to others around us. 
Thank you for participating in our October dedication to Mary and the rosary with the shrines that have been going home. There are still about 20 students who will be taking the shrine home this month.
The school’s monthly theme is morality, so we will be looking into the influences of the media around us and how we can respond as practicing Catholics.  We also be reading about and researching the lives of saints and completing a saint project. Ask your child to tell you about the saints  he/she is researching.
          Science

          


While we finish our study of renewable and non-renewable resources, we will also be visiting health lessons on peer pressure and decision making.  While in language arts classes, our class read for this month is the Newbery Honor book, On My Honor.  This is a gripping story of two teenage boys and the various consequences they encounter as they spend a summer day in a different way than what they had discussed with their parents.  As we learn of the decisions these characters make, we will discuss our personal reactions to these decisions while reflecting back to our values and how we as Catholics may have acted differently.  This novel provides a fantastic opportunity to consider the snowball effect of not telling the truth.   This story will set the stage for our health standards on peer pressure and decision making and it always provides fantastic opportunities for family discussions.     

   Math
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Sixth grade students have continued to master the curriculum very well and we are looking forward to a great second quarter! We will be starting the month with a unit on percentages and then moving into the practice of computing with integers, including positive and negative numbers. On November 9th, Mrs. Debbie Rogner will be coming in to teach the students a lesson on financial literacy. We are so fortunate to have her coming to teach the students this very important lesson. Thanks to Mrs. Rogner.
After completing this exciting lesson next Wednesday, we will be moving into geometry-looking at triangles, quadrilaterals, planes, classifying triangles, and much more.
 Students should be completing 10 minutes of math facts in a flash practice, as well as 2 accelerated math practices or tests each week.  Thank you for your continued support from home.
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Sixth graders’ in -depth study of characterization will continue along with the study of plot and theme as we read and discuss the Newbery award- winning novel, On My Honor.  With the attention to “values” and “decision making” in health class, we will discuss the decisions made by the main character of this book, especially in relation to our own Catholic values.  

During second quarter we will also be learning and working on the following: 

· Word structure —learning the meaning of and usage of prefixes, suffixes, and root words (LA standard II)

· Vocabulary — learning words, their meanings, and correct usage from our class novels as well as from our independent reading selections.  As part of the AR program, students are reading and learning vocabulary specific to their independent reading novel, then taking a test on the vocabulary. (LA standard II) 

· Writing skills---punctuation rules, sentence structure including writing compound sentences, letter writing format, word choice (LA standard III)

· Writing composition—writing process; Letters About Literature Contest-- interpretive comprehension and written personal response to a novel; emphasis on word choice and revision process.  (LA standard III)

· Continuation of the weekly “Caught ya”  activity to practice and strengthen editing and spelling skills in context. 

READING:  Sixth graders are enjoying their independent reading selections and are choosing to read outstanding novels and authors, as well as informative non-fiction and biographies.  Remember that an “average” of 20 minutes or more of reading is homework nightly.  Through that consistent practice, your child’s reading ability and confidence is increasing.  Research proves that the reading of self- choice literature is one of the most effective ways a student can increase and improve his or her performance, understanding, and achievement in every content area class.

CURRENT READING STATISTICS:

Almost 600 books have been read by sixth graders already this year with an average literal comprehension level of 91%.  OUTSTANDING JOB, SIXTH GRADERS! 

RESEARCH AND WRITING:

Beginning this week, integrated with religion class, students will be researching Catholic saints.  Each student will learn about several saints and then choose one for an in-depth project.  We will learn research techniques, taking notes and citing sources on note cards, paraphrasing rather than plagiarizing, and producing high quality products that reflect learning.  Please share any information you have about saints that are important to your family.  
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An important writing project that we will begin mid-month is the national Letters About Literature contest sponsored by the Library of Congress and the Ohio Center for the Book.  Well over a thousand students across our country participate in this reputable writing contest each year.

In past years, we have had the honor of several of our 5th and 6th grade students being selected as Ohio’s state finalists.  We are confident that our current 5th and 6th graders are capable of earning the same recognition with their strong efforts and enthusiasm for this challenge.   This writing opportunity will also integrate perfectly with our reading program and allow students to express the deeper meanings books hold for them.  

For this assignment, students will write a letter about a book that has “made a difference in their life or in the way they view life.”  Students may choose ANY book, regardless of when they read it, as long as the book is more than just a “good book to read.”  Students will learn to differentiate between a book review, a summary, and a true interpretive response to a novel.  

We encourage you to talk with your child about his/her book choice for this writing assignment as it will tell you much about your son or daughter’s thinking and feelings on a topic that is significant to him/her. 

 Lessons that we will conduct and practice during this writing assignment are: proper letter writing skills including punctuation and capitalization, paragraph development including strong topic sentences and variety of sentence structures, word choice (there is a word limit so choosing words carefully will be very important) and supporting opinion with references to text. We also will spend much time and effort on the revision phase of the writing process, including peer and teacher conferencing.   

The deadline for this assignment will be the first week in December, so students have time to work carefully through the entire process so that they can be proud of their finished letter and message.

Social Studies
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The 6th grade students are continuing their study of Ancient Civilizations. They have learned about ancient Greece and are preparing to move on to studying about ancient Greek culture. To wrap up the unit on ancient Greece, students will be asked to research a specific aspect of Greek culture and complete a project that represents what they have learned. Students should be able to describe the political and social characteristics of Greece and explain how these characteristics impacted other civilizations.

[image: image8.wmf]
Thank you for reading our newsletter! Tell your child to say “Gobble Gobble” to Mrs. Cecutti, Mrs. Kessler or Mrs. Saliba for a treat!
Important Dates: 


November 6th – Change your clocks! Fall back!


November 9th – report cards go home


November 17th – Early Release 


November 17th and 18th Parent/Teacher Conferences


November 18th – no school for students


November 23rd-25th Thanksgiving Break


November 27th First Sunday of Advent 














