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November 2011





7th and 8th Grade Newsletter








Catch us on the Web!


NEW: Mr. Condo’s Website: 		www.mrcondo.wikispaces.com


Correction: School Library Catalogue: 


�HYPERLINK "https://stbrigid.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas14_3405049"�https://stbrigid.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas14_3405049�





Mr. Mazon’s Website:			www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com/


Mrs. Hardin’s Website:			www.hardinbooks.blogspot.com








Important Middle School Dates:





•	November 1: All Saints’ Day (all school Mass)





November 9: Report cards for quarter 1 go home





•	November 17: Early release 





November 17 & 18: Parent- Teacher Conferences





•	November 23-25: NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving break





November 27: First Sunday of Advent; New Roman Missal is used in Mass 





November 29: Coffee and Conversations with the Principal, 9:30am





8th Grade Religion News














November will bring the beginning of our search for our Confirmation saints.  We will start with a review of the canonization process, and continue with a “saint sketch” on Saint Brigid of Kildare.  Students will then complete three saint sketches on their own as each begins his/her search for the perfect Confirmation saint for him/her.  All are reminded that students may choose individuals who have been canonized or beatified, and there is no restriction to picking a saint of one’s own gender.   It is important, however, that each student picks a saint with whom he/she can personally relate.  In fact, part of the process of the saint report is writing a persuasive essay illustrating three connections that have been found between the student and the saint.  We will also be encouraging the students to choose saints who can be fully researched, as it is much easier to “connect” with someone we can actually know.  As we learned first quarter, personal revelation leads to friendship.


Once your child has chosen a Confirmation saint, � HYPERLINK "http://www.monasteryicons.com" �www.monasteryicons.com�


offers many beautiful and affordable icons for Christmas or Confirmation gift giving. We have enjoyed our Saint Brigid of Kildare icon from this provider for many years.  











7th Grade Religion News














At the beginning of October, we learned about the Blessed Trinity in chapter three.  The covenants that God made with Abraham and Moses were discussed in chapter four of our religion textbooks. 


We have taken a break from our textbook studies to learn the new prayers for the revised Roman Missal. We have discussed the importance of these changes, and that we are using more literal translations from Latin to English to help us more accurately receive the messages that God intended for us to hear and pray. We have been practicing the prayers and taking quizzes in order to take baby steps toward memorization of the Confiteor, Gloria, Nicene Creed, Ecce Agnus Dei, and other prayers and responses in the Mass. 


We encourage parents to consider helping their children memorize these new prayers—both so that they will have success in class, and so that students and families alike will be more comfortable with this transition. Now is also a great time to renew our commitment to attending Mass on the weekends. 


Students have been given several resources to study and to share with their families, including a “cheat sheet” of prayers, and booklets explaining the changes. Please contact us if you or your child has any questions about class or the new Missal. 


Mr. Mazon & 


Mrs. Hardin 








8th Grade Science














How much do you know about hemophilia, Marfan’s syndrome, or a condition known as hairy ear?  The students followed the inheritance patterns of these conditions using a tool known as a pedigree.  Pedigrees are family trees that follow a specific genetic condition through multiple generations.  After analyzing a pedigree, a scientist will be able to determine if the condition of interest is controlled by a dominant or recessive allele, and if the condition is a result of information carried on a sex-chromosome or an autosomal chromosome.  Do you know what President Lincoln is thought to have had Marfan’s syndrome?





After studying pedigrees, the students reviewed the role of adaptations in the process of natural selection and learned about types of evidence that evolutionary biologists use to support the theory of evolution.





The second quarter will open will a health unit studying the effects of communicable diseases on society.  This unit will focus of the impact of the HIV virus in Africa.


Mr. Yeazell








�





7th Grade Science














The students began the month making revisions to their “Is Yeast Alive” lab reports. The ability to revise scientific writing after an outside review is an invaluable skill for all future scientists.  Overall, the revised reports showed significant improvement in organization and understanding.  Did you know that yeast is a single-celled organism?





During the yeast lab, the students monitored the carbon dioxide produced by the yeast as it broke down sugar molecules in a process known as cellular respiration.  After the lab writing and revision process, the students compared the processes of respiration and photosynthesis.  They used these processes to understand how energy is transformed in the environment.  In photosynthesis, light energy from the sun is converted to chemical energy inside of a sugar molecule.  Any organism that consumes sugar needs to release the chemical energy stored inside of the sugar molecules. This energy fuels all of the activity that goes on in each one of our cells.  Did you just yawn?  The carbon dioxide that left your mouth was produced during cellular respiration.  Once the carbon dioxide was produced in your cells it was transported to the blood stream.  The blood stream takes the carbon dioxide to your lungs and the carbon dioxide waste is expelled.





The 7th graders will start the 2nd quarter with a unit on the moon and gravity which ties into the books that they are reading in Mr. Condo’s class (Life as We Knew It & The Dead and the Gone)





Mr. Yeazell








� HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Free+Clip+Art+Atom+filterui:color-bw" \l "focal=ee1bb760c99d9aed691bf5ef53e5b344&furl=http://user1784487.sites.myregisteredsite.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/atom.jpg" ���





8th Grade Math 











In 8th grade we are solving one and two step equations and inequalities. The students will review fractions and work with scientific notation, negative exponents and fraction exponents.   





Students should remember to scan twice a week with Accelerated Math, and work 30 minutes a week on math facts in a flash.


  


Questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�


	Mrs. Bosche








Please remember to scan twice a week with Accelerated Math, and work 30 minutes a week on math facts in a flash.





Questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�


Mrs. Bosche








The topics covered to date are absolute value, matrix, solving equations, probability and odds. 





The students are engaged and interacting with their teacher via a live feed.  It has been an exciting experience to participate in an actual high school class.


Students should remember to scan twice a week with Accelerated Math, and work 30 minutes a week on math facts in a flash.





Questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�


Mrs. Bosche





We have already created a human bar graph of shoe size.  The information about family food budget, gas prices, and favorite foods will tie in with their Life As We Knew It & The Dead and the Gone novels they are reading. 








In 7th grade we are working on data analysis by creating graphs and creating survey questions.  The students will be able to use different graphs to support the information gathered. 








7th Grade Math 





8th Grade Algebra











The 8th grade students are starting the quarter off by continuing to finish up their colonial advertisements. They have put in a lot of work towards completing this combined social studies and language arts assignment, and Mr. Condo and I look forward to the results of their hard work.  





After the completion of this unit, the class focus will be on exploring the reasons why the 13 colonies wanted to break away from England and the Revolutionary War. We will also continue to explore current events in and develop our skills with interpreting and analyzing primary sources.  





Mr. Mazon

















This month in social studies the 7th grade students will continue to be combined with language arts as we begin our reading of Life as We Knew It and The Dead and the Gone.  The focus in social studies will be the study on the interaction between humans and our environment.  Students will also be exploring the basics of economics and how economics can be affected by natural disasters.  





Finally, the 7th grade students will also be exploring the role of government in society and will be writing a letter to the city of Dublin about the city’s action plan for a natural disaster. It is going to be a busy month!





Mr. Mazon 


.





“All that we see or seem


Is but a dream within a dream.” 


Edgar Allen Poe











The eighth graders have spent their October thinking about media messages and how advertisers target audiences to sell their products.  They are currently completing a project in which they will sell an American colonial region using the techniques we’ve studied.  





Coming up next month, the 8th grade will be exploring the scary stories of Edgar Allen Poe, and will be writing scary stories of their own.  





Also, in the not too distant future, the saint report work will begin.  


The level of expectation for the 8th grade will continue to grow as the year continues.  Organization and a strong work ethic will be keys to meeting and exceeding standards.  





Keep in mind that students working in the computer lab will be developing their typing skills.  These skills will be assessed on the 2nd quarter report card.





Mr. Condo

















7th Grade Social Studies








8th Grade Language Arts








8th Grade Social Studies











As the month of October draws to a close, so does the first quarter, and the seventh graders should be proud.  They have worked hard to meet the increasing academic demands of the middle school and have showcased creative and original work.  I was very impressed by the seventh grade essay responses to The Outsiders.  If you have not read this novel, you might do so. Then, feel free to ask any seventh grader to discuss issues about the ethics of violence, individuality, and making the right choices.  I think you’ll be surprised by the depth of their thinking.  


I certainly was. 





I am looking forward to beginning our discussions about the Life as We Knew It series.  The students have just started reading these novels about a global disaster that forces individuals to make tough choices. I’m excited to see how this group explores the issues connected to these novels.


Once again, congratulations to these seventh graders on a job well done. 





Keep in mind that students working in the computer lab will be developing their typing skills.  These skills will be assessed on the 2nd quarter report card.





Mr. Condo











Quarter one was a big success for both the 7th and 8th grades. I was impressed with how many students met, or far exceeded, their personal goals. Check out some of their amazing statistics in the bar on the right! 


As we begin our second quarter in AR, I will be encouraging students to get a running start on their chosen goals to avoid procrastination. One minor area for growth for many students is their self-selected vocabulary. Students are encouraged to record and define vocabulary words for each book as they read, so that they do not have to go back in a book to find words later. 


We use this method so that the words they learn are as relevant and customized as possible. I am always happy to help students select, study, and review words before they take quizzes.


November will have Catholic faith and biography themes, so we will be doing book talks that relate to those genres. 


Quarter two will bring some new ways for students to read purposefully and show off their accomplishments. Many students are well on their way to becoming “Million Word Readers,” and may hit that optional threshold this quarter. Students are also invited to try to join the “Early Bird Club,” which recognizes students who have read all 11 genres well in advance of the school year’s end. In addition, students have the choice to do verbal book talks or written book reviews as a way to recommend books they love to their peers. 


Finally, our classroom library is under construction. I thank all students in advance for their patience as we inventory and reorganize our little library to make it a more efficient and enjoyable system. 





Mrs. Hardin











Accelerated Reader 











Q1 AR Statistics: 





Total words read 


in Q1:  38,298,778





Percent of students 


who exceeded their Q1 point goals: 55%





Number of books 


read in Q1 


(both grades): 720





Average percent correct on reading quizzes: 92%


























7th Grade Language Arts















