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          Spanish Español

¡Hola!  La clase de español has been action packed this past month playing games like alrededor del mundo (around the world) to practice vocabulary, watching bi-lingual media to enhance our experience, and of course finding new ways to express what is around us!  We hope to add to our foreign language foundation as the new quarter begins and we take a closer look at new themes such as family, food, and feelings!
In kindergarten we have spent a good amount of time learning colors, numbers, and particular classroom objects.  We have just begun learning shapes, days of the week, and the alphabet.  We are still singing our favorite tunes and are eager to continue finding colorful classroom items in Spanish and learning new ways to remember what we are introducing each week.
First through third graders have been coloring, cutting and pasting, and following various directions in Spanish during our class time together.  We like to play yo veo (I spy) in our classroom and read stories like De colores (Colors) to help support our learning of this vocabulary.  Soon we will learn important phrases for expressing personal feelings and put them into action through work and play!    

Fourth, fifth and sixth grades have been busy learning inside the classroom as well as studying at home for occassional quizzes to assess our listening with understanding.  Our new themes of body parts and animals will surely be exciting while we’re playing Simón dice (Simon says) and discussing animal sounds in Spanish!

Seventh and eighth grades are moving más rápido (faster) as we transition from reviewing vocabulary to learning verb conjugations and exciting themes such as physical activity and food, just in time for the holiday season!  We will continue to listen to native Spanish conversations to improve our aural comprehension, to develop our writing ability by practicing spelling and subject-verb agreemen, and to study for bi-weekly quizzes to review and assess our learning with understanding.  A new standard objective will be introduced this quarter focusing on reading with understanding.  

I’m looking forward to the new quarter and más español!

Señorita Loscko
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       Physical Education

Welcome to November!!  I can hardly believe that the 1st quarter of the 2011-12 school year has come and gone. Time sure flies when we’re having fun and keeping very busy!  
The lower grades have spent the last week or so imitating soccer phenom David Beckham as they are learning and reviewing dribbling, passing and shooting skills. Whether they are playing games like soccer bowling, pin soccer or putting their skills together in a soccer game situation, they are definitely growing in their coordination and sportsmanship. 
The upper grades are also well into their soccer unit.  The soccer foot skills and ball control skills are getting better and better each week.  It helps that many of the students also play soccer out on the field at recess too.  
While the weather is still bearable, please try to get outside with your children and help them maintain a healthy activity level.  Ask them to show you their soccer skills (any ball will do!).  As a family, you could take a brisk bike ride, or they could go with you on a hike to check out the changing leaves, or better yet, help you rake your own leaves!!  It doesn’t matter what you do, just that you do!
All classes have just started units in soccer/soccer skills.  This is a very popular unit with most of the students so I expect some fun weeks ahead.  
Thanks for your support

Mary Beckwith
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Thanks to everyone who supported our Scholastic Book Fair, especially to those volunteers who worked tirelessly to set up, run, and pack up the book fair this year. Proceeds from the book fair help support our library budget, and through the Scholastic Dollars program, we obtained more than a hundred new books for all areas of our school library. 
Our students continue to visit the library on a weekly basis to work on library standards and to check out books for both AR and personal interest reading.  The library staff supplements the work that the literacy support teachers do with students through the Accelerated Reading program.  

All students are encouraged to read from a variety of genres.  Grades 3 and 4 are assigned a genre goal each month.  In October the genre goal was mystery and in November, it will be historical fiction. Students in grades 5 through 8 work to complete a Reading Genre Checklist.

Mrs. Ignasiak

Library
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Music

Happy Fall!  The windy weather, fall leaves and the fall themed songs have really made this season colorful and exciting!

In kindergarten, students are continuing to explore the sounds their voices can make through singing songs and chants.  We also have used the smartboard in drawing high and low and trying to follow these lines with our voice.  Students have learned abou fast and slow as well as loud and soft.  Some students have also been very brave in singing solos in class!  We are continuing to work on the steady beat through our songs and movement.

In the 1st grade we are practicing word rhythm.  One sound on the beat (ta/quarter note) and two sounds on the beat (ti-ti/eighth notes).  We will be practicing these rhythms through known songs and with instruments.  Very soon, students will be composing their first song using these new rhythms!  We are also still learning about two notes, high and low.  Students are starting to practice writing and moving notes on the staff.  We are learning about the lines and spaces on the staff and how we write high and low.
In the 2nd grade, students are learning about a new “low” note, a skip lower than “mi”.  we are practicing writing this on our hand staffs, our body staffs and on the smartboard staff.  This month we will practice this new note by playing it on the xylophones!  What a challenge!  

In the 3rd grade, students have just learned a new note “re.”  Students know this note lives between “mi” and “do”. We’ve been working on identifying patterns with “re”.  This will help us read music and new songs in the future.  In addition, this month students will be learning that the Mississippi rhythm we’ve been learning about is actually a group of four sixteenth notes(tika-tika).    

In the 4th grade, students will be labeling the “low” note we’ve been learning about “low la”.  We will then be practicing this new note by writing it, reading it and playing it on instruments.  Fourth grade students have also learned about sixteenth notes, nicknamed tika-tika.  In addition, 4th grade students have experienced what music publishers do for a living.  They were presented with a task of taking a song and shortening it so it would take up less space, paper and resources.  This led us to learning about first and second endings.

5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade students in choir are all busy preparing for Lessons and Carols. Each grade will be present a song selection and all grades will be coming together on stage for a combined number.  In addition, there are nine lessons and nine prayers that will be read by students.  Students have already been auditioning for reading parts and those interested in singing may begin auditioning for solos and small ensemble selections beginning in November.  Many musical selections and carols will also be accompanied by St. Brigid students!  Once again, the attire for Lessons & Carols is formal: black slacks or skirt and a white shirt or blouse.  This event will take place Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00pm.  Hope to see you there!

Blessings,

Mrs. Sarah Johanson

sjohanso@cdeducation.org

Computer
The school year is flying by as usual and we have been very busy in the computer lab. The Kindergarteners were able to research different nocturnal animals on littleexplorers.com and print their favorites. They also have been working on learning their teen numbers on Millie’s Math House by using the money machine. The 1st graders began to use the Jump Start 1st grade program, worked on typing the alphabet, their names, and the color/paint program. We began “Math Facts in a Flash” for the 2nd graders to work on both at school and on “Home Connect.” They also have been working on the home row and using the shift keys for upper case letters.   

Students in grades 3-6 have been working on their typing skills on the Mavis Beacon program and have set goals for the year. 


The focus this month will be on how to research properly using the tools we have available for safe and accurate searching.


We have the Yearbook Club which consists of 6th & 7th grade members that begins on November 2nd. The book is created online by them. Mrs. McCully will be assisting me this year with the club, so I am looking forward to her help and ideas.

I will be working with the teachers this month on developing better skills with the latest version of Smart 10.8 software for our Smartboards and on utilizing the Smart Response system of clickers for assessment. 

Thanks for your support at home for all the technology usage. If you ever have any questions please feel free to email me sasencio@cdeducation.org
        Mrs. Asencio
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ART  

Students are busy with a variety of different art lessons. Our 8th grade students created a no-glue sketch book as a way to preserve and display their sketches completed over the 1st and 2nd quarters of the school year. They recently completed a group cardboard assemblage based on the work of artist Frank Stella. Self-portraits collages where created by the 7th grade students using traditional (magazines, paper etc.) and non-traditional (cereal, beans, seeds, pasta etc.) materials. Abstracting painting compositions inspired by the artist Juan Miro helped the students create images that reflected our garden space in the interior courtyard at school. Exploring the art of Amate bark painting helped our 5th grade students create a painting based on a popular family tradition. Drawing with scissors helped to direct the art making of our 4th grade students. They used cut construction paper to create symbols that represent images from our school garden space. Maria Martinez, a Native American potter, inspired our students to create clay coil bowls using a traditional method for rolling clay coils. (Work in Progress)Painting sunflowers helped the 1st and 2nd grade students learn about color, shape, contrast and texture using oil pastels, and cake tempera. Our kindergarten students are exploring artists by being read stories about famous artists by creating pieces of art work that reflect the style of each artist. 
You are encouraged to visit Artsonia.com to view all our students’ artwork. Our school is currently ranked 5th in the state and 79th in the country! Each day the site posts the statistics for our school along with other schools in the program. Here are our current rankings: 878 Artwork, 1200 Fan Clubs, 64 Comments, 91 Artist Statement, $47 Funds Earned. 

Your help and support is needed to keep us in the Top Ten schools in Ohio.  Students receive comments from friends, parents, teachers and others. When you visit the site and view your child’s work there may be a notice like the following – “1 Comment waiting for approval.” When your child receives a comment it MUST be approved by you, the parent, in order for the comment to appear on the site. You must register and create a password which allows you to enter the site and approve comments.  You need the student’s security code which was sent to you through an e-mail. If you don’t know the code please e-mail lhabel@cdeducation.org  and I will forward the information to you. Thanks for your continued support of the program!

Mrs. Habel

Art Educator



November 2011 Special News








