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A Note to Parents…

We have had a great start to 6th grade! We have truly enjoyed getting to know your child and are excited for a wonderful year.  
Just a reminder that as the weather turns colder, students need to bring their winter jackets and gear. It is important to be properly prepared for the winter elements.
Please contact us with any questions you have. Please feel free to email or call the school and leave a message.
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Mrs. Saliba, Mrs. Kessler,

Mrs. Cecutti, and Miss Partridge

Religion
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The sixth graders have been stretching their minds in religion this year, as we have jumped into understanding a deeper part of our faith. We have focused during the month of September on the question, “In what ways does God reveal himself to us?”  As the quarter progresses, we will continue to review parts of our faith such as the mysteries of the rosary, the parts of the Mass, learning about the New Roman Missal and how that affects what we hear and say at weekly Mass, and all about Mary. 
During the month of October (and a few days into November), your child has been invited to take home our traveling shrine to Mary.  Inside of this shrine are rosaries, instructions on how to say the rosary, and other prayerful objects. Your family will be asked to participate in prayer (such as saying the Memorare, a decade of the rosary, or possibly even saying an entire rosary) while it visits your home.  

As we prepare for November, we will be spending some time on an integrated unit with language arts on the study of the saints, as we celebrate All Saints’ Day on November 1st (which the students have learned is a Holy Day of Obligation).  
          Science
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In science, we are now covering each renewable and non-renewable energy source in depth.  The students have a basic understanding of coal, how we use it, and the effects on the environment but have limited knowledge of some of our renewable sources such as biomass, hydropower and geothermal energy. As we continue to learn about each source, students are considering our reliance on non-renewable sources and sharing their concerns regarding these limited resources.  Please encourage conversations about energy so that students have opportunities to discuss their learning with hopes to be part of the energy solution. 
   Math
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Sixth grade students have had a great start of the school year with a review of 5th grade math, which included factors, multiples, order of operations, prime factorization, and divisibility rules. They also learned how to evaluate simple expressions with variables.  We will also be preparing for the Terra Nova tests by not only reviewing math material, but also reviewing test-taking skills and strategies. We will finish the month of October with some time spent reviewing and learning about multiplying and dividing with decimals and turning decimals into percentages.  

 Please continue to visit Home Connect to have your child practice his/her multiplication and division facts. There is a huge correlation between mastery of math facts and ability to be successful each day in class.  Mastery allows the students to expand their minds and learn new material without being caught up on the facts.  I have seen many students miss problems on various assignments this year, not because they do not understand the new concept, but because they need to practice multiplication. 

Accelerated Math is up and running and students now have the ability to score and print practices and exercised online.  What a great way to incorporate technology with math! Students need to be completing at least 2 practices each week with 80% accuracy to ensure learning. 
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Our students are engaged in the study of characterization in reading and writing this month. We are using a variety of tools as well as novels to study the ways authors develop characters in stories.  In reading class, students are listening to the book Because of Mr. Terupt read aloud.  This novel offers vivid, clear characterization crafted by a talented author.  Because of Mr. Terupt also deals with the topics of bullying, peer-pressure,problem-solving, accepting others, respect, dealing with challenges in life, building self-esteem, and advocating for oneself.  Students are also looking for ways authors develop characters in the independent books each student is reading. 

 In addition to using literature to model characterization in our reading, each student will be developing, in discussion and writing, an original character for a language arts assignment as well as optional submission to a writing contest sponsored by Storyworks magazine, a periodical written specifically for middle grade students.  The winning entry in the nation will have the honor of serving as the character for an original story written by Barbara O’Connor, a well-known author.  Another way students are currently using their writing talents is in another writing opportunity from The Columbus Dispatch.  Local and nationally acclaimed author Margaret Peterson Haddix provided a story starter for a “spooky” story.  Our students are creating their own middle and ending to the story.  Mrs. Haddix was our visiting author last spring, so we are very familiar with her writing style.  We hope she chooses one of our writers as the winner.  Results will be available in the May issue of Storyworks Magazine. 

Can we wait that long to find out?   

Various grammar, spelling, and writing conventions are being taught, practiced, and applied through our writing projects and the use of the weekly “Caught ‘ya” activity, a fun way to try to outsmart the teacher by using editing skills.  Some of our morning work also reviews these skill sets.  Our goal is for the writing skills to carry over to all subject areas, not just in language arts.  

We have started an individualized vocabulary development program this year, using the AR program and various study methods we are learning.  Each student requests the vocabulary words for the current independent reading book.  Then words can be located in the book to determine how the word is used in context.  If needed, the student can look up the word meaning in an on-line or book formatted dictionary.  Each student can choose a study method that works best, then take the test on the word list after finishing reading the book and studying.  Eventually, we will ask students to use some of these newly acquired words in their writing and speaking to increase their mastery of new vocabulary.   

[image: image6.wmf]Our students are making fantastic choices in their independent reading already this year!  Many are reading books in a series or books in a trilogy.  Others are finding new genres to explore.  Yet others are choosing very character driven stories that serve as yet another helpful example for characterization. We are emphasizing the importance of reading non-fiction texts such as biographies and informational books since non-fiction reading is the type of reading students will do the most as they progress in school and life. 

 Just so everyone is clear on requirements for independent/AR reading, here are some reminders:

· At least one nonfiction book (informational or biography) within a student’s reading level is required reading each month.  Explicit lessons on how to read nonfiction are given and reviewed throughout the year.

· Pacing the reading of a book is very important so that a student completes a book in a reasonable amount of time.  Most students should be able to finish an average length book in one to two weeks.  If the book is especially lengthy, more time may be needed to finish it, but also more time may need to be devoted to reading it.  

· When your child talks about “reading goals,” one aspect of goal setting is based on “points.”  In the AR program, books have “points” which correlate to the length of the book and number of words and sentences in the book.  Points determine the amount of reading practice a student is getting when reading the book.  A book worth 9 points provides more reading practice than a book worth 5 points.  Point goals are based on reading levels, but many students are choosing to challenge themselves with personal goals greater than the predetermined goals.  We encourage all students to do this.  Kudos to the students who take the challenge!

· Daily homework in reading is at least 20 minutes of reading.  This is the “practice” that all readers need to improve and build confidence just as athletes and musicians need to practice to improve their skills. Research supports the need for daily independent reading in order to continue reading growth. Although we provide daily class time for some reading, it is important to form good habits for reading at home, as well.   If schedules at home make it difficult to read each day, try to find time to read 30—60 minutes on an evening or weekend that is not so busy to make up for the time missed.  

· Audio books on CD’s, MP3 players, and e-readers are an outstanding addition to reading.  We encourage students to go to the public library and borrow the CD or download the book on an MP3 player so that they can listen to the story read by accomplished readers while the student follows along in the text.  E-readers are also great additions to a reader’s repertoire, providing immediate dictionary use for unknown words, ability to change font for reading comfort, and ease of acquiring new books, although there is a cost involved if purchasing from on-line sources.  However, audio books can be downloaded from the public library for free.  Check it out on the Columbus Metropolitan Library’s website. 

· Often there is a correlation between students who are   readers and students who are proficient writers since the reading provides positive, engaging examples for students in their writing. We call this using “mentor authors” to help us as writers. This is another added bonus to reading! 

· Many parents requested additional information about Accelerated Reader during our Curriculum Night.  Mrs. Cecutti will send that information home in Wednesday folders in mid October.  If you have any further questions about AR, please contact Mrs. Cecutti.  

Social Studies
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The 6th graders are off to a great start in social studies. They have learned about the Paleolithic and Neolithic peoples, as well as the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt. They are currently presenting their projects, which compare and contrast ancient Egypt to ancient Mesopotamia. The 6th graders worked hard both inside and outside of class researching and creating artifacts to help bring these two ancient civilizations to life. Next, we will be moving onto learning about ancient civilizations and ancient Greece. Students will be able to compare and contrast early Greek civilization and learn about the historical impact of this civilization in terms of government, scientific and cultural advancements and the spread of  religion.
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Thank you for reading our newsletter! Tell your child to say “Trick-or-Treat” to Mrs. Cecutti, Mrs. Kessler or Mrs. Saliba for a treat!
Important Dates: 





Week of October 9-


Book Fair in St. Brigid Media Center


Week of October 17-


Terra Nova Testing


October 20-


Early release


October 26 & 27-


Cabaret 6:30-9


October 27-


End of Quarter One 


October 28-


No School for Students











