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October 2011


2011-2012 School Year





7th and 8th Grade Newsletter





Catch us on the Web!





School Website:	 			�HYPERLINK "http://www.stbrigidofkildare.com"�www.stbrigidofkildare.com� 			 


Mr. Mazon’s social studies website:  	�HYPERLINK "http://www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com"�www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com� 	


St. Brigid library catalogue: 		�HYPERLINK "http://www.stbrigid.folletdestiny.com"�www.stbrigid.folletdestiny.com� 


Mrs. Hardin’s reading website: 		www.hardinbooks.blogspot.com











Seventh graders have been busy reading, writing, and discussing their faith! We have been impressed with the quality of students’ self-  reflections. We started by looking at our relationships with God in chapter 1; in chapter 2, we discussed how Scripture and Tradition intertwine to reveal the full truth of God and Christ to us. In chapter 3, we explored the Holy Trinity. 


As many of you know, some of the prayers, songs, and other content of the Mass will be changing this Advent. As we move into October, our primary focus in religion class will be helping our students learn what the changes are, and why they are happening, so that we can all be prepared for the new Roman Missal together. 





We encourage you to talk to your students about these changes and prepare as a family as well! Soon, reading materials about the new Mass will be sent home for you and your child to read and discuss. Please contact us if you have any questions; we hope that this is a time of renewal and unity for our faith!


Mr. Mazon 


Mrs. Hardin 








7th Grade Religion News








8th Grade Religion News








Eighth grade religion students were very busy in the month of September.  We completed our first unit on Scripture, and completed our unit test last week.  We will continue with a bit more work on Acts of the  Apostles, and then leave the study of Scripture for now to focus our attention on preparing for the introduction of the New Roman Missal.  We have also been busy working on a series of quizzes on our “Lists of Seven” – the sacraments, corporal works of mercy, spiritual works of mercy, Catholic Social Teachings, and the precepts of the Church.  These quizzes will continue throughout the fall.


As a summative assessment under our Scripture standard, students are currently finishing up their work on their Old Testament Words of Faith projects.  These projects are due on Friday October 14th.  Students do have the option to turn this project in electronically and should be sure to review their grading rubrics before submitting their work.














Important Middle School Dates:





Wednesday, Oct.5:


    Interim Reports Go Home





Saturday, Oct. 8:


Barn Bash


6:00 p.m. Leeds Farm








Week of Oct.9:


Book Fair








Wednesday Oct. 12


	Mandatory 8th 


	grade Confirmation


	meeting 7:30 pm;


	Church








October 13 – 8th 


	grade permission 


	slips and fees due


	for Cleveland 


	field trip 





Week of Oct. 17:


Terra Nova Testing & 


Fall Food and Product Drive





Oct.20th: Early Release





Oct. 26th & 27th: Cabaret, 6:30-9:00pm





October 27th: Harvest Parties and End of Quarter 1





October 28th: No School for Students





8th Grade Science














“Mr. Yeazell, what’s an attached earlobe?  Do I have one?”  Questions like this one might seem strange around the dinner table but they have been commonplace in the science classroom.  The 8th graders have been immersing themselves in the topic of genetics.  We have studied how traits are passed from parents to offspring (heredity) with a particular focus on blood types.  The students will soon perform a blood typing experiment that uses simulated blood and testing serums to determine the blood type of 4 patients.  The experiment mimics real-world blood typing techniques.  





The students have learned how to use tools known as pedigrees and Punnett squares to help them predict the genetic characteristics of offspring, and to trace a specific characteristic along a family tree.  


At the cellular level, the students have examined the steps that result in the formation of human sex cells (meiosis) and autosomal/body cells (mitosis).  Understanding the process of meiosis allows the students to better understand how traits are passed from parent to offspring.





I have been impressed with the students’ work ethic at the onset of the school year.





Mr. Yeazell








7th Grade Science














The 7th graders have been refining their laboratory skills and their execution of the scientific method.  Their eagerness to get into the lab is refreshing.   I am surrounded by the engineers of tomorrow. 





Their first lab, titled Bubbleology, helped to re-familiarize the students with the laboratory environment as well as review information on measurement, units, and glassware.  The lab did involve blowing exceptionally large bubbles with common household detergents.  The record bubble was over 40cm in diameter.   





Our second lab, titled Is Yeast Alive? examined one of the major characteristic of living things, metabolism.  The students worked to gather data to support the hypothesis that yeast does consume “food,” which it then uses as an energy source. The students will create a formal lab report that will act as a summative assessment.  In the classroom, we have moved onto a unit on ecology in which the students will be challenged to apply the skills of inquiry that they sharpened in the lab to complex environmental relationships.





The middle school is a busy place and the 7th grade students have worked hard to keep organized.  I ask for your continued support at home in encouraging your child to keep all papers in a notebook or 3-ring binder.  As the year progresses, it will be extremely difficult to organize one’s binders if he/she has fallen behind.  Thank You.





Mr. Yeazell








8th Grade Math














The 8th grade has been working on building our foundation for algebra by working with integers, the coordinate plane, properties, and solving one and two step equations.  





Before Terra Nova testing this month, we will review fractions, least common multiple, greatest common factor, and prime factorization.  The highlight will be working with exponents and scientific notation.  The students will be able to add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers in scientific notation.  





Please remind your student to scan twice a week with Accelerated Math, and to work 30 minutes a week on math facts in a flash.  





Mrs. Bosche





Questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�








Please remind your student to scan twice a week with Accelerated Math, and work 30 minutes a week on math facts in a flash.


Mrs. Bosche





Questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me: �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org� 





7th Grade Math








The 7th grade students have worked on order of operations, sequences, scientific notation and the metric system. We are then going to work on data analysis by creating graphs, creating survey questions, and investigating food allergies.  The students will be able to use different graphs to support the information being presented.  





Terra Nova testing will occur in mid October, after which we will work with fractions.  








Please remind your student to scan twice a week with Accelerated Math, and work 30 minutes a week on math facts in a flash.





Mrs. Bosche





Questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:jbosche@cdeducation.org"�jbosche@cdeducation.org�














Saint Brigid, Mary of Ireland


Ask for us all today


The courage to do God’s bidding


Whatever the world may say.


The grace to be strong and valiant


The grace to be firm and true


The grace to be faithful always


To God, His mother, and you.


Amen














8th Grade Algebra





The students are engaged and interacting with their teacher via a live feed.  It has been an exciting experience to participate in an actual high school class.














The students are working very diligently to follow all directions and learn the process of algebra.  The topics covered to date are order of operations, fractions, integers, and properties.  














8th Grade Social Studies














It has been great getting to reconnect with the 8th grade students and see how much they have grown!  The class just concluded studying the Renaissance time period and is now moving onto early American history. We have been looking at the different explorers, why we explore, and how it has impacted out world today. Language arts and social studies will be soon be combining to teach a media literacy unit. Students use the techniques they learn to convince the class to move to one of the different colonial regions.  


Current events will be a continued focus throughout the year. 





Also, remember to visit the wikipage for my class items and also homework for the entire middle school. 


Mr. Mazon





�HYPERLINK "http://www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com"�www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com� 








7th Grade Social Studies











I cannot believe the first quarter is halfway over! It has been great getting to know all your students and I have enjoyed teaching them. The 7th grade students just finished basic geography skills and are now moving onto physical and cultural geography.  Social studies will be combining with language arts and science on a unit involving geography as we read a disaster survival novel and explore how our world affects our geography.  





Current events will continue to be a focus throughout the year and will be taking time out of the class to discuss them. 





Remember to visit the wikipage for my class items and the middle school homework. 





Mr. Mazon


�HYPERLINK "http://www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com"�www.mrmazonwikipage.wikispaces.com� 











7th Grade Language Arts








It has been a pleasure to welcome the new 7th graders into the middle school!  We have begun a new year of AR by welcoming our new language arts teacher, Mrs. Hardin.   


We’ve also gotten right to work with a unit on S.E. Hinton’s novel The Outsiders.  It’s been great listening to these students discuss sophisticated issues of class, identity, friendship, and family in discussion circles that we’re calling a fishbowl.  I’m also looking forward to reading the written interpretative essays that will serve as our final assessment.  


Not long from now, we’ll begin our first collaborative unit with Mr. Mazon’s social studies class, which will revolve around the Life as We Knew It series of books.  


We also want to encourage students to use quizlet.com to study for vocabulary tests.


Mr. Condo





In Quizlet.com, go to “Find Flashcards” and search for following terms to see word sets for language arts and Spanish:





St.Brigid7/8


stbrigid7























“To catch the reader’s attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.”

















8th Grade Language Arts








�

















I was happy to see the 8th grade class back after the summer vacation.  We have welcomed Mrs. Hardin to the language arts team, and started right away into a study of dystopian science fiction centered on Lois Lowry’s Giver series: The Giver, Gathering Blue, and Messenger.  The students have been writing and revising journal responses to the literature, while facilitating their own student-led discussions.  I’m looking forward to our upcoming unit on media literacy and propaganda, which will be the first 8th grade collaboration with social studies.  





We also want to encourage students to use quizlet.com to study for vocabulary tests.  


Mr. Condo





In Quizlet.com, go to “Find Flashcards” and search for following terms to see word sets for Comm Arts and Spanish:





St.Brigid7/8


Stbrigid8














Accelerated Reader








As I continue to get to know each student as a reader, I am so impressed with each student’s dedication and their love of reading! 





September’s genre theme was realistic fiction. We voted on and discussed our favorite RF books, and talked about lists of school-safe banned books, and teacher recommendations as well. Eighth graders sampled some new dystopian science fiction books, and books about the Renaissance period to stay connected to their current curriculum. 





October’s genre themes are historical fiction and a new genre requirement called “diversity fiction” (DF). Although DF is not a widely-recognized genre, we are asking students to ensure that they read at least one book this year that features a character or setting that is dramatically different than their own. These differences could include racial, religious, cultural, ethnic, or other types of worldviews. We want students to live vicariously through their books to experience our big, beautiful earth, and all the people who live on it! 





Students can be on the lookout for book talks about diversity fiction, historical fiction, the Salem witch trials, Halloween, and travel-related nonfiction books in October.











Just a reminder: By the end of the quarter, all students need to read a total of 2 non-fiction books (1 per month) and at least 3 genres overall. They should also be achieving an average score of 80% or better on quizzes, and keeping track of new vocabulary with their vocab logs. Students already have copies of their quarter 1 rubrics in their yellow AR folders. 





Happy Reading!


Mrs. Hardin


�HYPERLINK "mailto:shardin@cdeducation.org"�shardin@cdeducation.org� 











AR STATISTICS!





300= Books Read the first month of school!


WOW!





9,801,303= Words read so far in 7th grade





5,460,576= Words read so far in 8th grade





85% = Percent of students meeting the standard for reading comprehension quiz scores



























