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          Spanish Español

¡Hola!  The school year is well under way en la clase de español!  We all have been working hard this quarter to improve our listening with understanding, as well as our ability to express ideas in written Spanish for the fourth through eighth grades.  As we move forward this year learning new vocabulary and grammatical concepts of the Spanish language, we are confident we have a strong foundation!

Our kindergarten classes have welcomed the concept of a new foreign language with arms wide open.  We stay busy once a week counting objects inside the classroom and finding our favorite colors wherever they may be.  Kindergarten especially loves to sing our favorite songs Buenos Días a ti (Good Morning to you) and Diez Niñitos (Ten Little Children) to show our knowledge of basic greetings and numbers.  Stay tuned for our new song about the days of the week!

First through third graders can be found throughout the school eagerly greeting each other in Spanish, as well as introducing themselves and their friends.  In addition to counting and coloring, we are identifying the most important classroom objects and figuring out ways to express how we feel that day.

Fourth through sixth graders love to share their knowledge of the classroom as well.  In addition, we like to reinforce our learning of vocabulary by listening to native Spanish conversations and discuss ways to improve our aural comprehension.  We love to play games like el teléfono (telephone) to practice Spanish words we have learned.  Just be careful that the correct pronunciation is not lost to bad reception!  Also, in particular the sixth graders have begun building foreign language writing skills by reviewing Spanish sounds and letters, as well as transcribing new vocabulary.

Seventh and eighth grades are improving their Spanish proficiency by honing oral/aural comprehension, practicing note taking in Spanish, listening to native Spanish conversations, identifying peculiar spellings and accent marks in written Spanish, as well as mastering vocabulary about weather, school, home and more!  Www.Quizlet.com is a fantastic resource with on-line flashcards of vocabulary from each lesson, audible pronunciations, and games we have made available to each of these grades as a study tool for their bi-weekly lesson quizzes.

Thank you for all your support at home!

Señorita Loscko
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       Physical Education
Welcome back to the 2011-12 school year!!  Let me start by sending out a big thank you to all the parents who help their children remember to wear tennis shoes on Phys Ed day.    I am being a stickler again this year about tennis shoes … if a student forgets to wear his/her sneakers, he/she cannot participate in gym that day.  This is not only to keep the gym floor in good shape, but more importantly, it’s for the safety of your child.  

Fall is just a great time to spend outside playing in the leaves, riding bikes, and going for nature walks.  Please encourage your children to go outside to play while the weather is still mild.  They’ll spend enough time inside during the dreary months of Columbus winters.  According to a study done by the Kaiser Family Foundation, today’s kids spend an average of more than 50 hours per week watching television, playing computer games or using a computer.  Well, as you might imagine, the sedentary life that our children are living is catching up to them in the form of obesity, heart disease and a whole lot of other nasty conditions.  I’ll do my part as best I can here to instill a love of activity. Please make sure you do your part at home too.

This past month, all grades started off with a few weeks of cooperative activities to get them back into the swing of working with groups of people, then moved quickly on to lacrosse for the 3rd through 8th grades and a throwing and catching unit for our younger students.  Next on our agenda is soccer--skills for younger grades and review of skills, skill lead-ups and games for older students.

Mission Statement of Physical Education
To equip students with the skills, knowledge, attitudes and fitness capabilities they need to successfully engage in day to day physical fitness activities.

To provide successful experiences that lead to a lifetime enjoyment of physical activities.

To promote sportsmanship and learn to respect the differences in all God’s children.

Thanks for all your support,

Mary Beckwith
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From the first day of school, students have been checking books out from our school library.  Every class from kindergarten through 8th grade comes to the library once a week.

Kindergarten students, first graders and second graders learned how to find books and care for them, while third and fourth graders started the year with reader’s choice books. The fifth and sixth grade teachers bring the students into the library as an extension of their literature classes. Seventh and eighth graders come in weekly and use their time to choose books and read independently.  

All students are eagerly looking forward to our weeklong fall Book Fair that will begin on Sunday, October 9th.  Details can be found at our Book Fair website, at http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/stbrigid.  

New this year is that customers will be able to purchase additional selections not provided in the school book fair by visiting our school book fair website. Orders can be placed online from October 9th through October 17th.  The books will be sent to the school after October 17th marked with the student’s name and homeroom teacher’s name.

Volunteers are an essential part of our library staff.  If you could work for a morning or afternoon one or two days a month, please contact Mrs. Ignasiak.

Mrs. Ignasiak

Library
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Music

Welcome back!  I would like to start by saying how great it is to be back again this year!  We began the year brainstorming goals and a mission for music classes.  The eighth grade students wrote the following mission:  
The music students of St. Brigid of Kildare School will develop our musical knowledge, perform and become musically literate by practicing, participating, putting forth our best effort, and following the rules.  We do this so we can have fun, learn about our culture, become well-rounded and develop life-long skills and a strong music foundation.  We do this for ourselves, for our school and faith communities, and for God. 

In kindergarten, students have been exploring the sounds their voices can make through singing songs and chants.  Your child might have mentioned Queen Caroline, Engine #9 or Apple Tree.  Through these songs and chants we are learning to use our singing and speaking voice in echoing and matching.  We have already learned about fast/slow and are practicing this comparative. 

 
In the 1st grade we have been reviewing all the things we learned in kindergarten: the beat, high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, and smooth/bumpy.  We are now beginning to prepare so and mi, which will replace high/low.  We will be identifying, reading and writing these two notes on the staff.  Students will start applying this melodic concept to instruments and later synthesizing their own music through improvisation.  On the rhythmic end we are learning about word rhythm and how one or two sounds can fit in a beat.  This will soon lead us to reading quarter and eighth notes.

In the 2nd grade, students are reviewing so, mi and la and preparing to learn the mystery note a skip lower than mi.  We are practicing quarter(ta) and eighth(ti-ti) notes as well as the quarter note rest(Z).  Second graders have also discovered that strong and weak beats are present in music.  This understanding will lead us to discover meter, bar lines and time signatures.  

In the 3rd grade, students are reviewing do, mi, so and la and preparing to learn a new note nicknamed “mid”, a step lower than mi and a step higher than do.  3rd graders are continuing to practice rhythm concepts learned last year.  They have especially enjoyed “Gallop” by Offenbach from Orpheus in the Underworld.  This listening example helped students practice the half note as well as first and second endings.  We have just begun learning about a new rhythm that includes 4 even sounds fitting in one beat.  We have nicknamed it Mississippi for the moment, but we will soon discover its real identify!  

The 4th grade students are reviewing the pentatonic scale and rhythmic concepts learned last year.  We have begun to learn about a new rhythmic pattern involving 4 fast and even sounds fitting in one beat.  This Mississippi rhythm can be found in many of our songs, including Jello in the Bowl.  Students have also started to learn about a new note living a skip below do.  

5th grade students have reviewed last year’s melodic and rhythmic concepts and are now progressing to learn new concepts.  Students are becoming familiar with a new rhythmic concept, nicknamed pine-ap-ple.  This represents 3 uneven sounds that fit in one beat.  Students will soon discover its real name and notation.  Melodically, students are learning about a note a skip lower than do.  They have enjoyed the song Old Mister Rabbit, an improvisation/chase/memory game, which uses the new low note.

6th, 7th and 8th choir students are all continuing to add to the musical knowledge and skills attained last year.  We are working on literacy skills, reading music without the aid of hearing it first.  Students are continuing to fine-tune their singing through unison and harmony practice.  This practice will help students become prepared for the Lessons and Carols performance on Wednesday, December 14th at 7pm.  

The first performance of the year is coming up soon.  Please join the students and staff of St. Brigid of Kildare for the 4th Annual Blue Ribbon Cabaret on October 26th and 27th at 6:30pm.  Once again, it’s a pleasure working with your children and I am so excited for what the rest of the year will bring!  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Mrs. Sarah Johanson

sjohanso@cdeducation.org

Computer
Welcome back to another great year of technology here at St. Brigid! We have really been concentrating on learning the keyboard in grades K-2 so we learn where all the keys are. Second graders are concentrating on learning the home row. The Mavis Beacon typing program is the focus for grades 3rd-8th.  Preschoolers have been getting used to the mouse on the paint program and trying out their drawing skills. 


The lab has also been very busy with Star Reading and Star Math tests on the Renaissance Place website for grades 2 – 8. Also “Math Facts in a Flash” is back for practice both here and at home on “Home Connect.” 

We have introduced a website for a learning tool for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students to use called http://www.quizlet.com. It is the largest flash cards and study games website with over 6 million free sets of flashcards covering every possible subject. It's the best place to play educational games, memorize vocabulary and study online The 4th graders are learning how to type a friendly letter to God on the computer in the Word program. The 5th graders have been doing research and power points on the states for social studies and using the program called “Culture Grams.” The 8th graders are doing a religion project in Excel. They are creating a “Revelation Timeline.”


A great website for preschool – 1st grade is called “Play & Learn at http://www.literacycenter.net/lessonview_en.php. It is great for colors, numbers, letters, and shapes.


Thanks for your support at home for all the technology usage. If you ever have any questions please feel free to email me sasencio@cdeducation.org
Sue Asencio

Technology Teacher

(continued…)
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ART  

    The garden mosaic created by the 1st. and 2nd. grade students of last year is permanently displayed in our garden courtyard area. A very special “thank you” to Kurt and Michelle McCully for their willingness to build a wood frame for the two mosaic panels. They look beautiful and truly add a serenity to this garden space. More art work will be created this year to continue to enhance the garden courtyard.

All students in grades K-2 will need to bring in a slightly over sized WHITE T-shirt to wear in art to help keep clothing clean. Please write your student’s name inside the shirt. The shirts will be kept in the homerooms and worn to art class. 
The support for Artsonia program has been tremendous, I would like our school to continue the journey to be number 1 in the state and get into the top 10 ranking in the country! 
How can you help?   The students and I need you to leave comments

Log on to Artsonia.com
 

Next type in location (Dublin, Ohio 43017) a list will appear select St. Brigid of Kildare

Once you are at our site you can view the art work by grade (some grades don’t have work loaded yet, but it is coming.)

Select a project that looks interesting to you, like our garden mosaic (you don’t need to leave a comment for only someone you know; students love to receive positive comments about their work.)
You will be directed to all the projects completed for that lesson, find one of the projects that you like and click on it

A larger view of the picture will appear; scroll down looking on the right side of the page until you see (comment on.) Click on it.
You have an option to send a post card on the right side of the page or on the left side you can leave a comment.  Then, click on enter web comment.
Leave a comment about the work, what you like, colors the artist used, why you selected that students work.

Fill out the required information and submit. It is that easy.     

You are also welcome to join their fan club. When you do you will receive an e-mail each time that student has new artwork posted. 
Mrs. Habel

Art Educator
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