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Calendar 

Thursday, September 22 

Preschool Picture Day 

Protecting Godôs Children 

6:30 p.m. Hendricks Hall 

 

Friday, September 23 

Picture Day K-8 and Preschool 

 

Monday, September 26 

Cabaret Sign Ups 

 

Tuesday, September 27 

Preschool P-T Conferences 3ôs 

No school for 3ôs only 

Cabaret Sign Ups 

 

Wednesday, September 28 

ñConversation and Coffeeò 

9:30ï10:15 a.m. Enke Hall 

 

Thursday, September 29 

ñConversation and Coffeeò 

2:00ï2:45 p.m. 

 

October 3-4 

No School for Students 

 

Wednesday, October 5 

Interim Reports Go Home 

Grade Level Newsletters Posted 

Home & School Meeting 

12:00 noon, Hendricks Hall 

 

Saturday, October 8 

Barn Bash 

6:00 p.m. Leeds Farm 

 

Week of October 9 

Book Fair 

 

Monday, October 10 

SPICE Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Cabaret Auditions, 3:30ï8:00  

 

Monday, October 17 

SAC Meeting 

6:30 p.m. Hendricks Hall 

 

Week of October 17 

Terra Nova Testing 

Grades 3 to 8 

Fall Food and Product Drive 

Listed are some of the many 

events happening at Saint Bri-

gid of Kildare School. Many 

more events are listed on the 

calendar on the school website.  

continued on page 2 
2011-12 School Theme 

Faith  

Families  

Tradition  
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Let’s Make Dinner Together A Priority 
Dear Parents, 

ñFaith, Families and Tradition,ò our school theme this year 

offers us the opportunity to focus on what is most important in 

our lives ï our faith and our families. Traditionally, family  

prayers and blessings, weekly attendance at Mass as a family 

and conversations parents share with their children about God 

and Jesus are very critical to forming a childôs faith  

as a Catholic.  

As a school and parish family we will be studying and  

preparing for the implementation of the Roman Missal, Third 

Edition, which will take place on the first Sunday of Advent. 

This unique opportunity will allow all of us, teachers - students - 

parents - parishioners, the time to rediscover the meaning of the 

Eucharistic liturgy. This is the first time since 1973 that we have 

had a new translation and changes in the prayers and responses 

used at Mass. As we reflect on why the change is happening and 

what words are being used in the prayers at Mass, it is hopeful 

that all of us, young and old ,will find that the prayers and rituals 

will take on a deeper meaning and therefore strengthen our faith. 

Not everything is changing, but in general the new translation is 

much closer to the Latin text than the one we have been using 

and it shows more clearly that our traditional prayers have their 

roots in Scripture. 

To help our students and their families prepare for these 

changes in the Mass, we have purchased workbooks for each 

student in grades 3- 8. Our students will begin using these books 

early in October in order to be ready for the November 26/27 

implementation at Mass. Our plan includes many opportunities 

for family homework. For example, when the students are study-

ing the Nicene Creed, students may be asked to draw a picture of 

First Day Smiles: The school year is off to a smooth start! 
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Scholarship Winners: Hannah Weaver, left, and Abby 
Demboski were the recipients of the 2011-2012 Home & 
School Middle School Scholarships. Last yearôs 7th grade 
students had the opportunity to complete an essay  
question in either written or oral format to be considered 
for the scholarships, valued at $500 each. 

ways that they show faith at home. Or perhaps your children 

will be asked to work with their family to write their own 

Creed. As you can see, this will be a great opportunity for all of 

us to take time to reflect on the many different rituals and 

prayers used during the Mass thereby deepening our apprecia-

tion for the Mass. 

I imagine that at this point you are wondering when will we 

have time to do family homework? Consider family dinner time 

as an opportunity for family discussions on what your children 

have learned in religion class about the implementation of the 

New Roman Missal, Third Edition. I know it can be difficult for 

busy families to have dinner together very often during the 

week, but I am hoping this year our theme will help to stress the 

importance of making time for this age old tradition. Dinner 

time has traditionally been a great time for families to gather 

together to discuss the events of the day, family news, etc. and I 

am hoping this year perhaps every family can set a goal to  

increase these opportunities. 

The week of September 18 ï 24 is National Eat Together 

Week. Studies show that children and teens who regularly eat 

with their families develop better social skills and are more 

likely to excel in school. If you would like to read more on this 

topic, click on the following link. 

http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/menus/benefit-family-

dinner-time.htm 

Here are some fun ideas from www.tastofhome.com to help 

make eating together a priority and nourish family connections: 

Think Outside the Table ðspread out a picnic blanket in 

the living room for an impromptu picnic 

Food FightðChallenge family members to a mashed po-

tato cook-off and have family members wear blindfolds to 

sample and judge 

Sweet SurprisesðOnce a week or month serve  

dessert first! 

In closing, I would like to invite all of you to our 

ñConversations, Coffee and Connectionsò series. In addition to 

the importance of families taking the time to connect through 

dinner conversations, it is also important for parents to connect 

with other parents and with school personnel. Three times this 

year, you will be invited to come to school to discuss a hot 

topic in Catholic education today. A short article will be used as 

the starting point for the conversation which will allow for an 

exchange of ideas and opinions and increased understanding of 

different point of views. Please see the box on page 8 for the 

dates and times of these events. 

As the year continues to unfold I will include more thoughts 

on our theme and how we can work together to grow in appre-

ciation of our ñFaith, Families and Tradition.ò 

Sincerely, 

http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/menus/benefit-family-dinner-time.htm
http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/menus/benefit-family-dinner-time.htm
http://www.tastofhome.com
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Saint Brigid Leads The Way at OCEA 
Saint Brigid of Kildare teachers will once again be leading the way in the state of Ohio when the Ohio 

Catholic Education Association two-day convention kicks off in Columbus on October 3rd. Twenty-eight 

faculty members have been accepted to present various workshops and trainings covering different  

content areas and topics for grades preschool through eight. Presenting teachers and their topics are: 

× Andrea Grundei, Kathy Hare, and Shelley OôNeil: 

Reading, Writing, and Word Study, Oh My! Teaching 

Literacy in the Kindergarten Classroom 

× Mary Westendorf, Julian Condo, and Colleen Zetzer: 

Assistive Academic Support Through Technology 

× Sue Asencio, Janet Bosche, and Mark Yeazell:  

TAPS: A Model for Curriculum Compacting 

× Chris Mazon: Assistive Technology for Special  

Needs Students 

× Jen Maschari and Sue Kessler:  

Technology + Language Arts = Awesome! 

× Molly Long and Shelley Regrut:  

Using Orton-Gillingham Concepts in the Regular  

Education Classroom 

× Marcia Springer and Eileen Smith: Math TIPS 

× Ellen Faler, Deb Mosko, and Christine Gutridge:  

Daily Five in Grades 1-4 

× Larrie Habel, Mary Beckwith, and Kathy Wodarcyk: 

Fabric Books and River Boxes 

× Jill Cecutti:  

Choose to Read Ohio 

× Judy Ignasiak: Picture It!  

Using Picture Books as  

Mentor Texts for Writing 

× Cindy Lombardo: Learning 

Targets and I Can Statements 

in the Middle School  

Religion Class 

× Maureen DiDomenico: A Triple Presentation Paddle-

wheel Consisting of Conscious Discipline/Books/

Constructive Play 

× Two teachers are also co-presenting with OSU faculty 

member Frank Bieckelman. Frank and Lori Schnegg 

are presenting ñImplementing Assessment for Learning 

in the Elementary School ï Our Journey of Discovery.ò 

Sara Hardin and Frank are presenting ñStructuring 

High Quality Discussions to Promote  

Critical Thinking.ò 

We are very proud of our teachers and applaud their efforts 

to share their areas of expertise with other Catholic school  

educators from Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana! 

Message From Monsignor 

Welcome Back! 
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to Saint Brigid of Kildare School and Parish. Our theme this year is ñFaith, Families and Tradition,ò which 

builds on our past themes and helps us prepare for some exciting parish and liturgical events in the Church this year. 

On November 27, 2011, the First Sunday of Advent, all English speaking countries will be implementing The New  

Roman Missal, the Third Typical Edition. This will bring changes in the Mass and the prayers of the Mass as well as how we 

respond as a congregation to those prayers.  

In our classrooms at Saint Brigid, we will be spending six weeks in preparation for this change as well as providing cate-

chesis at Masses in October and November. The teachers and students will have a workbook to complete to help prepare for 

the changes. It will be an exciting time for the parish and the Church as a whole. I look forward to our 

work together to make these changes and enhance our appreciation of the Eucharist. 

2012 also marks the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the establishment of Saint Brigid of  

Kildare Parish. We are planning a celebration on August 12, 2012 for parish families and will have 

Bishop Campbell here for Mass on Sunday August 12th . Following the Mass, we will continue the  

celebration with an informal reception and picnic style party. 

I am excited to begin this new school year with you and look forward to our visits over the year 

especially at Mass on Sunday. 

 

In Christ, 

Msgr. Joseph Hendricks 
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SPiCE Welcomes New Members 
SPiCE would like to welcome you to their meetings, the 

first one on Monday, September 12, 2011 at 7:00pm in  

Hendricks Hall. SPiCE (Special People in Catholic Education) 

is a program to support the education of children with special 

learning needs in the parishes and schools in the Diocese of 

Columbus. SPiCE programs assist parishes and schools in  

serving a broad range of students, including those who may be 

gifted to those who have roadblocks to successful learning. 

SPiCE was founded for the purpose of providing financial  

support and commitment to the belief that each child is a child 

of God and possesses his or her own unique spiritual and educa-

tional needs. The next meeting will be on October 10, 2011. 

Look for updates on guest speakers and our 2nd Annual 

SPiCE it Up! 5k Run/Walk and Chili Cook-off for the  

2011-2012 school year. 

For more information, or if you would like to be involved in 

SPiCE, contact Christa Aylward at pedsot16@yahoo.com. 

Saint Brigid Home & School Association is a parent run 

organization whose purpose is to support teachers and staff 

through a variety of programs offered throughout the school 

year.  These programs include: 

¶ Artist and Author in the School 

¶ Recess Equipment and Volunteers 

¶ Catholic Schools Week 

¶ School Rewards- Food Labels, Kroger, etc. 

¶ C.A.R.E. Program 

¶ School Supply Sale 

¶ Classroom Parties and Room Parents 

¶ Spirit Wear 

¶ Community Outreach 

¶ Wolfhound Field Day with SuperGames 

¶ Display Cases 

¶ Teacher and Staff Meals for Key Events 

¶ Family Parties - Barn Bash & Pizza Bingo 

¶ Uniform Exchange 

¶ Gifts of Gratitude for Teachers and Staff  

¶ Wednesday Folder Communications 

¶ Library Volunteers 

¶ Wolfhound Herald Newsletter 

¶ Media Relations and School Marketing 

¶ Welcome Events for New Families 

¶ MYSCRIP for Tuition Credit 

We are extremely grateful for all of the volunteers who have 

offered their time and talents to run these valuable programs! If 

you havenôt had a chance to complete a volunteer form, it is not 

too late to join the fun! Volunteer forms were included in your 

Parent Administration Day packet, or can be found under the 

ñGet Involvedò section of the Saint Brigid School website.  

Volunteers are still needed in several areas including library 

and recess. Volunteering through Home & School is a great 

opportunity to connect with your child, teachers and school 

staff as well as to build a stronger connection with our  

school community.  

Home & School meetings are held the first Wednesday of 

the month, at noon, in Monsignor Hendricks Hall. The meetings 

are open to everyone, so please join us! 

All Home & School activities are funded by your  

Saint Brigid Annual Fund contributions. Thank you for  

supporting the Annual Fund. We are looking forward to a  

great year!  

ðDeb Foley, debfoley@columbus.rr.com 

ðDina Gay, Dinamarie_3@yahoo.com 

From the Home & School Co-Chairs 

Camporee Fun: Saint Brigid 3
rd

 grade Troop 1804 
participated in the Dublin Girl Scout camporee in Sept. 

Beanies For Afghans: Remember all of 
those Beanie Babies you donated last 
spring? Well they made it to Afghanistan, 
thanks to retired kindergarten teacher 
Lynn Tucker and her husband Bob. 
Here, Oka Polonskaya, a human re-
sources lead at the U.S. Forward  
Operating Base in Ghanzi Province, 
gives out the beanies. Oka, of Kurdistan, 
speaks five languages. 

mailto:pedsot16@yahoo.com
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Barn Bash 2011 

A Boot Stompin’ Good Time 
Kick up your heels for a boot stompinô 

good time! Saint Brigid Home & School 

presents the annual Barn Bash on Saturday, 

October 8 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

The Barn Bash will be at Leeds Farm 

located at 8738 State Route 36, Ostrander. 

The cost is $9 per person (kids 2 and 

under are free). This includes  

beverages, tacos, pizza, snacks, baked 

goods, bonfire, games, face painting, hay 

maze, petting barn, DJ and dancing, and a 

lot more! 

Registration forms were included in your Wednesday folders. Please return the 

form to the school with payment no later than Friday, September 30th. 

The success of the Barn Bash depends on you! Please consider helping out by  

volunteering for a shift and/or bringing baked goods (dozen cookies, cupcakes, donuts, 

etc.) or large bags of snacks (pretzels, chips, etc.) Please drop off any food items in the 

school office during the week of Oct 3rd. 

For more information, contact Emily Baumgartner at (614) 499-7057, 

Jeff.emily@sbcglobal.net or Lori Henry at (614) 561-0244,  

loritoddhenry@columbus.rr.com 

Alumni Reunion 
The Saint Brigid of Kildare Alumni 

Association has been established as 

part of our 15th anniversary. We have 

over 650 graduates, and we want to be 

able to keep in touch with them, share 

school news with them, and invite 

them to school and alumni events. 

Two steps were taken this summer 

to establish this association. A Saint 

Brigid of Kildare Alumni Association  

Facebook page has been developed, 

and a 15th anniversary alumni reunion 

for alums in college and beyond was 

held in Enke Hall in August. Over 30 

alumni attended this first SBKAA 

event, and all were excited about 

growing our organization with  

future events.  

Our next event for college aged 

and older alumni will take place over 

Thanksgiving weekend. Also, this  

issue of the Wolfhound Herald will be 

linked on our Facebook page and 

emailed to all alumni who attended our 

reunion last month. 

We have great hopes for our  

fledgling alumni association! 

Spiritwear 
Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year!  

With the new school year comes new 

Spiritwear. Check out our online store 

for many great additions to the line. 

Visit: www.stbrigidofkildare.com, click 

Get Involved - Parent Programs -  

Spiritwear Store 

Go Wolfhounds! 

For more information, please contact 

Deidra Keiner at deidrakeiner@ 

columbus.rr.com or Kelley Mitchell at 

Kelley@KelleyMitchell.biz. 

8th Grade Dance Club 
The 8th graders will have the  

wonderful opportunity to once again 

participate in Dance Club this year. 

Dance Club is taught by Mr. Ron Clark 

of Dance Plus Ballroom. The students 

learn street dancing, line dancing,  

ballroom dancing, rock ôn roll and dance 

etiquette. It will take place on four  

consecutive Sunday evenings. All dance 

club sessions will be held at Saint Brigid 

due to scheduling conflicts at  

Saint Brendan.  

Dance Club is an annual tradition 

that has taken place for over ten years. 

There is usually 100% participation 

from both schools so donôt miss out on 

the fun. The dates for this yearôs Dance 

Club will be October 24, October 31,  

November 7, and November 14.  

For more information, please contact 

Kathleen Walsh at kwalsh9@ 

columbus.rr.com or (614) 563-5690. 

Join Us For  

Fall Festival 2011 
Bishop Watterson High School  

invites all parish grade school families to 

our annual Fall Festival, Wednesday, 

September 28th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at 

Bishop Watterson, 99 E. Cooke Road, 

Columbus 43214. Various student  

organizations will have booths with 

games and food for sale, including pizza, 

pulled pork, hot dogs and hamburgers. 

There will also be a pep rally and  

bonfire at the end of the evening.  Join 

us for a fun-filled evening! 

Grade School  

Football Day! 
Itôs Bishop Wattersonôs annual day to 

celebrate our parishes and their families! 

Bring your kids out for an afternoon of 

Eagle football. 

 

Bishop Watterson vs. St. Thomas of 

Villanova (Canada) 

Saturday, October 8, 2011 

At Hagely Field, 100 East Arcadia,  

Columbus, OH 43202 

12:30 p.m. kickoff 

Entrance for grade school students is $2. 

mailto:Jeff.emily@sbcglobal.net
mailto:loritoddhenry@columbus.rr.com
http://www.stbrigidofkildare.com
mailto:deidrakeiner@columbus.rr.com
mailto:deidrakeiner@columbus.rr.com
mailto:Kelley@KelleyMitchell.biz
mailto:kwalsh9@columbus.rr.com
mailto:kwalsh9@columbus.rr.com
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Volunteers-at-Large 

Would you like to volunteer occasion-

ally at Saint Brigid but donôt want to 

commit to a regularly scheduled obliga-

tion? If so, come and join the Volunteers

-at-Large, a group of Saint Brigid par-

ents who are willing to lend a hand when 

various volunteer opportunities arise 

during the school year. Volunteers  

receive e-mails notifying them when 

help is needed. If you are interested in 

becoming a Volunteer-at-Large, please  

e-mail Molly Paraskos at  

molly.paraskos@gmail.com. 

Girls Tennis  

The Saint Brigid of Kildare Girlsô Ten-

nis Team is off to a great season with 3 

matches already under their belts! Girls 

from grades 6 and 7 on the team include: 

Susannah Halsey, Cadyn Healy, Sarah 

Jonesco, Brenna Kenney, Sutton Mac-

Donald, Jessica McCaffrey, and Court-

ney VanHuffel.  

Coaches Michael Rudnicki, Kim Van-

Huffel, and Marla Zitelman are excited 

about the effort, improvement, and 

sportsmanship the girls have displayed 

thus far.  

Home matches are played at Tartan 

Fields tennis courts on Tartan Fields 

Drive and begin at 4:30 p.m. Upcoming 

home matches are: 

Sept. 21 vs. Columbus Academy 

Sept. 26 vs. Bexley 

Sept. 28 vs. Columbus School for Girls 

Sept. 29 vs. Olentangy 

Come out and support the girlsô tennis 

team! Go Wolfhounds! 

ñTo thrive, love  
requires attention,  
communication and 
time...  
Time to be present to 
anotherôs failure or 
success.ò 

-Provided by The Marriage and Family 

Life Office, Diocese of Columbus 

Teachers in the Kitchen 
Teachers donned aprons and picked 

up cooking utensils as they prepared for 

the 2011-12 school year! As part of their 

opening meetings, the faculty got busy 

in the kitchen. They were guided by 

Chef Drew Patterson and his assistant, 

Chef Jason as they chopped, mixed, 

emulsified, grilled, and eventually  

enjoyed the lunch that they prepared. 

Chef Drew taught some new vocabulary 

words and encouraged the teachers to 

ask questions and rely on their 

ñclassmatesò as they learned together. 

Chef Drew will work with our students 

and cafeteria staff during the school year as a part of the Ohio Department of Educa-

tion Healthier Ohio Schools Challenge Team Nutrition Grant awarded to Saint Brigid 

School. The outcome should be delicious! 

Recess Improvements 
Recess is off to a great start this year! We have a newly paved playground with 

freshly painted game lines (thanks to Joe Griffin!) and the grassy area behind the 

school is now open for recess activities. This year Mrs. Beckwith, our 

physical education teacher, will be developing some new programs for 

recess including a walking program, a structured game area, and more 

active indoor options. The idea is to try to structure and organize 

games at recess and to give students options for different things to do 

while providing space for those who choose to simply socialize.  

New to recess are: a second kickball 

area, a team area for team games like 

volleyball,  and a game area for 

games such as  

relay races or duck duck 

goose. The gym is also now 

available for all indoor recess. 

We are very excited to implement all these 

new programs at recess in the next couple of 

weeks, which means we need MORE recess  

volunteers! Volunteers are needed to supervise 

and, if you choose, to also lead some of the 

games. Mrs. Beckwith will be having training sessions for volunteers and staff. If you 

have not had the opportunity to volunteer for recess now is the time! Please sign up to 

volunteer once a month for a two hour shift from 10:20 a.m. - 12:20 p.m. Recess is a 

great way to get involved at the school and get to know some of your childôs teachers 

and  

classmates.  

Your Annual Fund dollars were used for the recess improvements. We are looking 

forward to a great year! For more information and if youôd like to be a recess volun-

teer, please contact Shannon Norkin at shannon.norkin@gmail.com or Deb Foley at 

debfoley@columbus.rr.com. 

mailto:molly.paraskos@gmail.com
mailto:shannon.norkin@gmail.com
mailto:debfoley@columbus.rr.com
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The Outreach Committee of Saint Brigid of Kildare Home 

& School has planned many creative projects for the annual 

Christmas in Dublin event hosted by the Saint Brigid Youth 

Group for the children from the Run the Race Club. RTR serves 

children from the Hilltop area of Columbus, many of whom do 

not receive the love and support they need from their families. 

Saint Brigid of Kildare School students make gifts in their 

annual December C.A.R.E. meetings. Itôs an enjoyable way for 

them to work together and learn how they can serve others. 

These gifts are then available to RTR children, for themselves 

and their families, in the ñGift Shopò at the Christmas in Dublin 

event. Some examples of these gifts are fleece blankets, hats 

and scarves, throw rugs made from recycled tee shirts, Nativity 

scenes made with recycled childrenôs shoe boxes, embellished 

flip flops, pillowcases that double as gift bags from Santa, and 

bath towel/body wash sets. These projects are fun for the school 

children to make and for the RTR children to receive. 

The Outreach Committee needs material help and the gift of 

your time to make these projects a reality. We need many  

volunteers now to help prepare the materials for these projects, 

in preparation for the early December C.A.R.E. meeting. For 

example, we need shoe boxes and terracotta pots to be painted, 

fabric, ribbon and old t-shirts to be cut and basic fleece hats and 

scarves to be cut and sewn. We also are in great need of dona-

tions of the components for these gifts. For example, body 

wash, hand lotion, bath towels, pillowcases, childrenôs shoe 

boxes, old game boards and cleaning products. 

Our annual Fall Food and Product Drive will take place 

October 17-21. Please look for a flyer in a Wednesday folder in 

the next few weeks for details. Lastly, we need many volunteers 

to help the students at the C.A.R.E. meetings in early Decem-

ber. It will only take a couple of hours of your time and it is 

enjoyable and rewarding to help the children make these items. 

You will be notified soon about the date and time. 

For more information, and for volunteer opportunities, 

please contact Betsy Watts at wwatts1@columbus.rr.com or 

Outreach Plans for Christmas in Dublin  

Marisel Quintero at mariselquintero@yahoo.com.  

Find out more about the good work happening at the Run 

the Race Club at www.brianmuhafoundation.com/

RunTheRaceClub. 

Wolfhound Cross Country Team 
The Wolfhound boys and girls cross country team is off to a fantastic start! 

The 15 team members include 8th grade captains, Chris Mitchell and Hannah 

Weaver, along with Andrew Costa, Brent Frank, Caroline Leitch, Patrick 

Holthus, Evan Lombardo, Colin OôConnor, Joe Pizzaferato and Maria  

Santa-Emma. Our 7th grade runners are Mark Mitchell, Aidan Gran, PJ Reilly 

and Alyssa King. Rounding out our team is our lone 6th grader, Matt Kanney.  

Combining with runners from St. Michael, St. Mary Delaware, St. Andrew,  

St. Brendan and St. Agatha the team has put forth strong performances in their 

first three races.  

In the season-opening Canal Winchester Invitational, both the boys and girls 

teams brought home 3rd place trophies. In a dual meet against the bigger schools 

from Marysville and Upper Arlington, the girls and boys won their respective 

contests. This past Saturday at the McGowan Invitational, host to 22 schools, our 

boys reserve team placed 1st, our boys varsity placed 3rd, and our girls varsity 

placed 4th. We can expect to see many more team and personal victories as the 

season continues! 

2010 CID Baskets: One of the Santa Shop items Saint 
Brigid School students assembled in 2010 were  
decorated toiletry buckets, a highly-appreciated item for 
the Run The Race Club kids to choose to give their loved 
ones for Christmas. 

PICTURE DAY!! 
September 22

nd
 for  

Preschool 3ôs and Pre-K 
 
September 23

rd
 for  

Preschool 4ôs and Kï8.  
 
All students are to be in 
full uniform. 

mailto:wwatts1@columbus.rr.com
mailto:mariselquintero@yahoo.com
http://www.brianmuhafoundation.com/RunTheRaceClub
http://www.brianmuhafoundation.com/RunTheRaceClub
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Annual Fund Update 
The Annual Fund has had a fantastic 

start! In the last two weeks over 117 

families have donated a total of over 

$14,000. As you are filling out all of 

your beginning of the year forms, this is 

a great time to take care of your gift to 

the Annual Fund. The Annual Fund will 

officially kick-off in mid-October. 

Our goal is to have 100% participation from each family. 

This means no gift is too small to help achieve this goal. We 

would ask you to consider a contribution of $100.00 per student 

grades 1-8. This amount reflects the monetary goal of each  

student when we were utilizing traditional fund raising  

methods. For preschool and kindergarten, please donate an 

amount you feel is appropriate. Thanks for your support! 

For additional information, please contact Sarah Moore at 

(614) 761-3734 or sarahmoore00@hotmail.com. 

Parent Volunteer Requirements 
With the start of the 2011-2012 school year, many parents 

are interested in volunteering. If you plan to volunteer in any 

capacity in the school (room parent, field trip chaperone,  

classroom, recess or library volunteer, girl scouts, cub scouts, 

athletics coach or volunteer, etc.) please comply with our Safe 

Environment Program by completing the diocesan required 

Protecting Godôs Children training and a fingerprinting/

background check. Online registration is required at 

www.virtus.org. You may attend any of the courses offered 

within the Diocese of Columbus. Fingerprinting, however,  

must be completed at Saint Brigid on our National  

WebCheck system.  

An upcoming Protecting Godôs Children training session 

will be offered at Saint Brigid on September 22nd in Hendricks 

Hall at 6:30 pm. 

Please contact Stacey Nerone, Safe Environment  

Coordinator at snerone@midohio.twcbc.com to schedule a  

fingerprinting appointment and for upcoming open  

fingerprinting availability. 

For detailed information about the program, check online at 

www.stbrigidofkildare.org/involvement/safe-environment-

program.  

Signing Up for MyScrip!  
Did you know that 48 Saint Brigid families saved a  

combined $9,865 off their 2011-12 tuition by participating in 

the MyScrip program? 

Through MyScrip, families purchase gift cards from more 

than 300 retailers and receive a rebate that is later applied to 

their tuition.  

For example, a family could purchase a $100 Lands End gift 

card to pay for school clothes. Because Lands End offers a 

14.74% rebate, $14.74 would be credited to their tuition for the 

next school year.  

What makes Saint Brigidôs program special is that 100% of 

the rebate or discount is credited to each participating familyôs 

Saint Brigid tuition account.  

By partnering with the Great Lakes Scrip Company, Saint 

Brigid receives the gift cards at a discount ranging from nearly 

two percent to as much as 30 percent, based on each individual 

retailer. Saint Brigid families pay face value for the cards and 

receive the difference between the face value and the  

discounted price as a credit to the next yearôs tuition. 

ñItôs a great way to reduce our tuition costs by using gift 

cards for my regular expenses,ò says one participant. Her  

family saved more than $700 by using Giant Eagle gift cards to 

pay for groceries, Amazon.com cards for gifts and Lands End 

cards for clothing to name a few. 

Scrip Now! and reloadable gift cards make it even easier for 

families to add up the savings. Scrip Now! are electronic gift 

cards that can be ordered online anytime of the day or night. 

They are sent to your e-mail account and can be printed out and 

taken to the store or used online.  

There also are nearly 50 reloadable cards. Once one of these 

cards has been ordered through the Scrip program, additional 

money can be added with 24 hours.  

For more information on how you can take advantage of 

Scrip, please contact Scrip co-chairs Christine Drab at (614) 

761-0524 or christinedrab@sbcglobal.net or Susan Moreland at 

(614) 399-3267 or smoreland8@gmail.com. 

To learn more about our Scrip program, visit the website 

at http://www.stbrigidofkildare.com/files/get-involved/parents/

home-and-school/11-12-scrip-web-packet.pdf.  

Conversations, Coffee and Connections 

Session #1 September 28 9:30 ï 10:15 a.m. AND  September 29   2:00 ï 2:45 p.m.  

Session #2 November 29 9:30 ï 10:15 a.m. AND November 30   2:00 ï 2:45 p.m. 

Session 3# February 1st 7:00 p.m.   (This evening session will be a follow-up to the  

 Symposium last year on the Financial Structure of our school.) 

Session #4 April 25 9:30 ï 10:15 a.m. AND April 26    2:00 ï 2:45 p.m. 
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What Do  Faith, Families and Tradition Mean to You? 

Our theme at Saint Brigid this year is ñFaith, Families and Traditionò  

and as part of a religion project, 6th graders were asked ñWhat do faith, families and 

tradition mean to you?ò 

ñFaith, families and tradition means to me that your family should live off your 

faith and that everyone is your family with God. God wants us all to get along and love 

one another, so he revealed himself partly through tradition in the Bible. I believe that 

means he really cares about us. He also wants us to do the right thing and pass off our 

faiths from generation to generation. My faith means to me most importantly that God 

cares about us and wants us to spread his good news to the world.ò 

ðMackenzie Mescher 

ñFaith means through thick and thin God will always be there to support you and 

guide you in life. Families are people who you can share anything with. So when you 

need help, or are upset, you can always go to your family. God is also a member of 

your family. Tradition means you honor someone or something that has done  

something great in the past. You honor them by doing what they did. We honor Jesus.ò 

ðHope Santangelo 

ñTo me, faith is believing in God and never giving up hope that he will lead us on 

the right path. Family means to trust and care for the people around you like our family 

at Saint Brigid. Tradition is doing the same thing every year ï maybe something that 

builds our community or makes our family stronger in faith.ò  

ðMaddie Tortora 

Homework: What Do Children Need from Parents? 

Encouragement 

Give your child praise for effort and for completing  

assignments. 

Availability 

Encourage your child to work independently, but be 

available for assistance. 

Space 

Provide a space for homework, stocked with  

necessary supplies (such as pencils, pens, paper, 

dictionaries, computer) and reference materials. 

Discipline  

Help your child focus on homework by removing distractions (such as TV, radio,  

telephone, and interruptions from siblings and friends). 

Modeling  

Consider doing some of your work (such as paying bills or emailing) during your 

childôs homework time. 

Scheduling  

Establish a set time to do homework each day. You may want to use a calendar to keep 

track of assignments and due dates 

Support 

Talk to your child about any difficulties with homework. Be willing to talk to his/her 

teacher to resolve problems in a positive manner. 

Involvement 

Make sure that you and your child understand the teacherôs expectations. At the  

beginning of the year you may want to ask your childôs teacher: 

× What kinds of assignments will you give? 

× How often do you give homework? 

× How much time are the students expected to spend on assignments? 
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Are School Mornings Crazy  

Around Your House? 

Youôre trying to get ready for work. 

Plus, you have to get the kids fed, 

dressed, and loaded in the car. It can get 

pretty crazy. Do as much prep work as 

you can the night before and have the 

kids help where they are able. Lay out 

their clothes. Put out cereal boxes and 

place their bowls and spoons on the  

table. Have all their backpacks and other 

school supplies by the door. If they have 

a separate bag for daycare, have it ready, 

too. Keep mornings calmer by doing 

your own ñhomeworkò the night before. 

 

Bedtime Routine Is Important 

Tips to help your child get a good 

nightôs sleep: 

Do: 

¶ Take a hot shower 

or warm bath 
¶ Listen to calming 

music 
¶ Read a book for 20 

minutes or more 

before bedtime 
¶ Say bedtime prayers 
¶ Talk about the day 
Donôt: 

¶ Exercise right before bedtime 
¶ Eat or drink anything containing 

caffeine after dinner time 
¶ Eat a full meal right before bedtime. 

(Itôs OK to eat a light, healthy snack 

such as an apple, yogurt, or cottage 

cheese) 

 

Want to Help Your Child Excel? 

Then Let Him Play! 

According to the American Academy 

of Pediatrics, many kids are over-

whelmed by activities geared toward 

turning them into super achievers. But 

an important part of a childôs develop-

ment is simply playing. In fact,  

unstructured playtime will help your 

children develop imagination and  

creativity, problem solving skills, and 

discover their own interests. So let them 

look for bugs in the backyard, go 

through the kitchen cabinets, or dig in a 

sand pile. You donôt need a week full of 

structured activities to raise successful 

childrenðand you may even find the 

calmer schedule better for you, too. 

ðwww.iMom.com 

http://www.imom.com/

