Calendar

Thursday, January 19
Early Release 1:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 22
Bishop Watterson
Winter Open House
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 25
Reports Cards go home

Thursday, January 26
Student-Led Conferences
Grades 7 & 8

Sunday, January 29
Catholic Schools Week
School Open House
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 1
Feast of Saint Brigid
All School Mass, 9:00 a.m.
Home & School Meeting,
Hendricks Hall, 12:00 p.m.
25™ Anniversary Vespers
Service, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 2
C.A.R.E Meeting. 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 7
School Tour 1:30 p.m.
Call to schedule.

Wednesday, February 8
Grade Level News Online;

Financial State of the
School Address, Enke
Hall, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 9
Student-Led Conferences
Grades 5 & 6

Friday, February 10
Pizza Bingo 6:00 - 9:00p.m.

Monday, February 13
SPiCE Meeting, Enke Hall,
7:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

More events can be found on
the school calendar online.

SAINT BRIGID
OF KILDARE SCHOOL

Seeking Grace and Wisdom

www.sthrigidofkildare.com

The O'Reilly Minute

Catholic Schools Week :
Time to Celebrate

Dear Parents,

Catholic Schools Week, January 29" — February 3", is one of
the highlights of our school year. We’ve planned a variety of
activities for students, families and community members, and we
hope you’ll join us as we celebrate what makes Catholic
education unique.

Before sharing our plans for the week, Mrs. Lombardo and I
would like to take this opportunity to announce that our pastor,
Monsignor Hendricks, has been named one of ten pastors to be
awarded the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA)
2012 Distinguished Pastor Award. This prestigious award was
established to acknowledge the outstanding contributions and
leadership of pastors and will be formally presented on April
11"™ at the national convention in Boston. Without pastor sup-
port, Catholic schools would not be able to continue as a vital
ministry of the Church. Mrs. Lombardo and I have had the re-
markable opportunity to work closely with Msgr. Hendricks and
benefit from his skills, his compassion and his dedication to the
Catholic faith development of young and old parishioners alike.
Like no other that I have seen in my thirty years of working in
Catholic education, Msgr. Hendricks is able to fully integrate his
spiritual gifts with his daily work. He firmly believes that
Catholic schools are the single best way for the Church to assure
the vitality of the faith. We are blessed to have Msgr. Hendricks
as our pastor and supporter of our school and this award gives us
an opportunity to
celebrate! Please
join us on January
30th at 1:30pm in
the gym.

o Calholic Schools

theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith, Academics, Families, Tradi-
tion and Service.” In these few words this theme expresses what
Catholic schools are all about. We teach our students faith, not
just the basics of Christianity, but how to have a relationship
with God. We hold them to high academic standards and do eve-
rything we can to help students reach their full potential. We
also teach them how to serve, both as a way to express their faith
and to become good citizens.

Here at Saint Brigid of Kildare School, we are proud to offer
an education that is distinctive among educational institutions in
our community. We are excited to have the opportunity during
Catholic Schools Week to share what our students are learning
and what they have accomplished. I hope to see you and your
family at some of our events. (see full schedule on page 3)

continued on page 2
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Gifts of Gratitude

Thank you very much to
the 266 families who
participated in the Gifts of
Gratitude program. Your
generosity and support is
greatly appreciated by Home
and School and all the
teachers and staff here at
Saint Brigid. We were able
to present the staff with
American Express gift cards
purchased through MySCRIP
and picnic blankets with our
school logo on them. We
welcome any comments or
suggestions about the Gifts
of Gratitude program. Please
contact Kendra Utt at
kendrautt@yahoo.com.



mailto:kendrautt@yahoo.com
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The O’Reilly Minute

A New Year's Blessin%(

God of the ages and God of now,
give us what we need
to undertake new things—
new trials and new triumphs< [
new blessings and new burdens,
but also a new year
that might bring more of the same.
God of the new covenant and a new commandment,
help us take new directions in our lives
without losing our appreciation for the old.
Help us not to seek new for newness’ sake—
new friends, new clothes, new jobs—
but as the next right step
in fulfilling your timeless plan for us.
God who forever creates and renews,
let us honor your example
by giving people second chances,
reclaiming our right to hope,
and looking for you in unexpected places.

o
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continued from page 1

Additionally, please bring your friends, neighbors and
co-workers who may be considering Catholic education for
their own children to visit during our recruitment Open House
on Sunday, January 29" from 12:30 — 3:00 p.m. There will be a
formal information session for preschool at 1:00 p.m. and for
kindergarten at 2:00 p.m.

On Wednesday, February 1%, the feast of Saint Brigid, we
have two special events of importance. We will have an all
school liturgy at 9:00 a.m. to celebrate our feast day. In the
evening, the parish will be kicking off the 25™ anniversary of
the parish with a traditional Vespers Service at 7:00 p.m. cele-
brated by our parish’s founding bishop, Bishop Griffin. Ves-
pers will be followed by hospitality in Hendricks Hall. I hope to
see as many families as possible at one or both of these liturgi-
cal celebrations.

Thursday, February 2™ provides us with an opportunity to
serve in the community. The Furniture Bank of Ohio is once
again in desperate need of tables, plates, silverware, and

Let us never forget what you did through Jesus,
the new promise of your ancient love.
-Mary Lynn Hendrickson .

placemats. Therefore during the C.A.R.E. (Creating A Respect-
ful Environment) meeting on this date our 560 students will

Saint Brigid of Kildare School
(614) 718-5825
www.stbrigidofkildare.com

Kathleen O’Reilly, Principal
Phone: (614) 718-5825
Fax: (614) 718-5831
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Phone: (614) 718-5825
Fax: (614) 718-5831
e-mail: clombard@cdeducation.org

Rev. Msgr. Joseph Hendricks, Pastor
Phone: (614) 761-3734
Fax: (614) 889-6638
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e-mail: Dinamarie 3@yahoo.com
Deb Foley

e-mail: debfoley@columbus.rr.com

Wolfhound Herald Editor
Angelica Dabek
e-mail: angelica.dabek@me.com

once again build 38 kitchen tables in just one and a half hours!
Our students will also be organizing a collection of gently used
place settings and placemats.

In closing, please join me in saying thank you to those who
help make Saint Brigid of Kildare School a success: our pastor,
teachers, staff, SAC (School Advisory Committee) members,
Home & School members, volunteers, and parents. Through
their dedication and commitment, our students are learning in a
culture of faith, academics, and service preparing them for a
full life in their families, communities and the Catholic Church.

Sincerely,
/Xa,wuw O‘R.;,aug

Preschool & Kindergarten

Information Sessions

January 29, 2012 = Enke Hall

Preschool — 1:00 p.m. % Kindergarten — 2:00 p.m.

These sessions are designed to provide information to
interested families who are considering enrolling their children
at Saint Brigid School for the first time in preschool or
kindergarten. Classroom teachers, the school nurse, and the
latchkey director will present a short overview of our school
program and services.

The sessions will be followed by a question and answer
period and the classrooms will be open for viewing for the
duration of the Catholic Schools Week Open House from
12:30 p.m. — 3:00 p.m. Registration for kindergarten as well as
grades 1-8 will be March 4-6. Please call the school office at
(614) 718-5825 for more information.
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Catholic Schools Week Events Focus On

Faith,—Academics—Service—Tradition — Families
January 29 - February 3

Catholic Schools Week celebrates what makes Catholic
education distinctive and exceptional. During the week we
focus on the value Catholic education provides to young people
and its contributions to our church communities and our nation.
The theme this year expresses the priorities that make Catholic
schools stand out from other educational institutions. Children
learn about faith — not just basic Christianity, but how to have a
relationship with God. They concentrate on academics, which
in Catholic schools are held to the highest standards. They prac-
tice service — giving time, talent and effort to help others — as
an expression of both faith and good citizenship. We also honor
families as the first and foremost teachers of the faith to their
children. This combined focus on faith, academics and service
prepares students for full and meaningful lives.

Saturday/Sunday January 28/29

Students are encouraged to wear Saint Brigid uniforms and/
or appropriate Saint Brigid spirit wear to Mass; school families
are serving as lectors, ushers, greeters and servers for the
parish liturgies.

An Open House for Prospective Parents will be held from
12:30 — 3:00 p.m. See more information on this event below.

MONDAY - January 30 - FAITH

“Faith leads us beyond ourselves. It leads us directly to
God.” i Blessed John Paul Il
9 Special morning prayers will begin today with the
middle school students sharing their video : “A School

Without Faith Is Like...”

1 Celebration assembly for Monsignor Hendricks, NCEA
Distinguished Pastor of the Year at 1:30pm in the gym -
all are invited!

TUESDAY - January 31 - ACADEMICS

ATel l me and | forget.
me and | | ear n. 0 i BenjaminFranklin

1 Buddy Reading Day — Grade level buddies will share
their favorite books with each other.

T Lunch — Alphabet soup, letter shaped chicken nuggets/
potatoes, ABC cookies. “Food For Thought” table run-
ners will decorate the café tables.

WEDNESDAY - February 1 - TRADITION DAY!
Feast of Saint Brigid of Kildare

ATo care for the poor; To
comfort the suf fi &ainiBrigy of Kildare
T  9:00 a.m. Mass

9 Tour classroom doors decorated with school traditions

T TRADITIONAL favorite lunch: Calzone, salad,
yellow/green sprinkle cake, kiwi

Teac

I Vespers Service at 7:00 p.m. to kick-off parish 25™
anniversary. Hospitality following in Hendricks Hall

1 To celebrate our feast day - no homework — Please
attend plan to attend the Vespers Service.

THURSDAY - February 2 - SERVICE

Ailf you candét feed a
T Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
1 C.ARE. Meeting 9:00 — 10:30 a.m.

1 Recognize volunteers during C.A.R.E. meeting

1 Service project — Build 38 tables for the Furniture Bank
of Ohio. Also hold a special collection of gently used
place settings and place mats.

1 Scouts may wear uniforms
FRIDAY - FEBRUARY 3 - FAMILY
1 Family photo video during lunch
1 Tour favorite family traditions displays
9 Families will be asked to write notes of appreciation
f

Teacher/Staff appreciation luncheon sponsored by
Home & School Annual Fund

9 Teachers will show appreciation by writing a note to
their school family members.

9 Dress Down Day for everyone!

9  Prayer service to close Catholic Schools Week and
blessing of throats at 2:15pm in the church

This is a partial listing of Catholic Schools Week activities.
More information will be shared as it is available.

Catholic Schools Week

Open House
January 29, 2012 >12:30 -3:00 p.m.

We will host our annual Catholic Schools Week Open
House for prospective families on Sunday, January 29",
with tours and information for families who would like to
consider a Saint Brigid education for their children.

“Share The Good News” about Catholic education by
inviting friends and neighbors to join the Saint Brigid
School community. If they register for school you are
eligible for a free month of tuition for the 2012-2013
school year.

hundred

p
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Ski & Board Club Glides Into Its Third Year

The Saint Brigid of Kildare Ski and Board Club hits the slopes for its third year this
month, with students skiing and snowboarding at nearby Mad River Mountain for six
consecutive Tuesdays. Students and chaperones board chartered buses at 3:30 p.m. and
study and do homework on the way. They ski until dinner time, return to the lodge to
eat, head back out to the slopes, and then board the buses to return to school by
9:00 p.m. Ski and Board Club is open to all students in the Saint Brigid of Kildare
Parish and Saint Brigid Elementary School from 4™ — 8" grade. Participants meet new
friends and hang out with old friends regardless of level of experience with skiing
or snowboarding.

fun field trip!

Christmas in Dublin

The Outreach Committee of Home & School is very thankful to the students for
making such wonderful gifts for Santa’s Gift Shop and Santa’s stockings for Christmas
in Dublin. This annual event is hosted by the Saint Brigid of Kildare Youth Group for
140 children from the Run the Race Club, located in the Hilltop area of Columbus. The
kids especially liked the fleece hats, scarves, blankets and pillows that the Saint Brigid
of Kildare students made at their December C.A.R.E. (Creating A Respectful Environ-
ment) family meetings and the candy trees made from Halloween candy generously
donated by school families.

The Girl Scouts of Troop 1804 earned a Catholic religious
award for the third consecutive year. Fr. Mark Summers

www.stbrigidofkildare.com

JA BizTown

In December, 66 fifth graders had the opportunity to experience economics
in action at JA BizTown! The students were able to run a town for a day - even
electing a mayor, exercising their right to vote and opening saving and check-
ing accounts. Prior to the visit, students learned about different economic prin-
ciples like supply and demand in social studies class. Paired with learning
about resumes and friendly letters in language arts and filling out a check book
and taxes in math, the students were prepared to face the challenges of running
a business as a team. The students benefited greatly from this educational and

Saint Brigid Blessing Before Meals

Bless the poor
Bless the sick ) (
Catholic Scouting Awards for Brownie Troop 1804: Bless the whole human race

Bless our food

introduced the girls to the life and work of Saint John Neu- Bless our drink.

mann. The girls were intrigued to learn that Fr. Summers
has seen the body of Saint John Neumann as it lies in

And all our families N
N

state, one hundred fifty years later, at the Parish of Saint please embrace

Peter the Apostle in Philadelphia. The girls also earned
their Family of God medal.
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Pizza Bingo

Friday, February 10th 22
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Cafeteria & Gym

|2
Prizes )
We are looking for bingo

prize donations. Do you have

any nonreturnable Christmas

gifts? Maybe a 6 ft. tall stuffed gorilla?
We will accept all donations large and
small. Include your name on the
donation so we may thank you for your
gift. All business donations will receive
special recognition. Please send prize
donations to the Pizza Bingo box located
in the school office. You don’t have to
attend in order to donate.

Volunteers

To make this event successful, we
need volunteers. Most shifts are only an
hour, while some are for the entire night.
Pick a job that best suits you and your
family. It’s not hard work and you
socialize more than work.

Online Registration Only In 2012.

Register for Pizza Bingo at
http://www.stbrigidofkildare.com/get-involved/

and pay with a check.

After you complete the registration
you will get a confirmation email. Make
your check payable to Saint Brigid
Home & School. Place the check in a
sealed envelope marked PIZZA BINGO
and send it to the school office.

For more information, contact Vito
Damiano or Bridget DeSocio at (614)
602-2086 or
PizzaBingoSBOK @gmail.com.

Bringing the Gospel into
Your Family

As you gather for a meal today,
consider sharing with one another a
difficult task that lies ahead
for you. As you share your
concerns, suggest ways that §
your trust in God might
help you meet the obstacle.
Allow each family member to offer
ways of helping one another with these
tasks, and then take time to pray together
for guidance and courage.
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Wolfhound Sports Signups

Baseball/Softball

Registration for the 4th - 8th grade boys’ baseball
and girls’ softball teams has begun! All children of reg-
istered parishioners and students of Saint Brigid are eli-
gible to play. Deadline for registration and fees is Mon-
day,

February 27, 2012. Practices begin the first full week of
March, games begin in mid-April, and the end-of-the-season diocesan tournament is in
late May.

All registration information and materials are available at the Athletic Association
website: www.gowolfthounds.com. Once sign-ups are complete, you will be contacted
by your coach with practice info in the first week of March.

For more information, please contact Saint Brigid baseball and softball commis-
sioner Mike Matthews at mmatthe9(@columbus.rr.com or (614) 843-1831.

Boys Tennis

The Saint Brigid boys’ tennis team is gearing up for the 2012 season after a 12-4
finish in 2011. Indoor practices, one hour per week, may start as early as late January.
Outdoor practices will begin when the weather warms up, usually two evenings and
one weekend day per week.

Matches will be held in April and early May. The season will consist of approxi-
mately 12-15 matches, usually 2-4 each week, starting at between 4:00 and 4:30 p.m.
Approximately half of the matches will be held at our home courts, Dublin Grizzell
Middle School.

Each official match consists of three singles matches and two doubles matches,
with numerous exhibition matches played after the five official matches.

Equipment needs: racquet, non-marking tennis shoes, black shorts for matches.

Interested players should contact Colleen Mar at cwmarl @aol.com by
January 20th. Fees will be determined by that time.

Track and Field Registration

Do you love to run, throw, and/or jump? Girls and boys in the 4" - 8" grades are
encouraged to join the Wolthound track and field team. Signups are underway for the
season starting in early March and concluding with the diocesan championship meet
on May 5™,

Please go to www.gowolfhounds.org and click on “Track and Field” for meet dates
and registration details. Deadline for registration is March 1* . For more information,
contact commissioner Ellen Mitchell at (614) 439-8818 or emitch62(@gmail.com.

Track and Field Coaches Needed

Coaches and assistants are needed to lend their expertise to help 4™ - 8" graders in
track and field. If you have experience with hurdles, high jump, long jump, shot put,
discus, sprinting and/or long distance running, then we need you!

Please contact Ellen Mitchell at (614) 439-8818 or emitch62@gmail.com. The
Saint Brigid track and field season starts in early March and concludes with the dioce-
san championship meet on May 5™. All adult coaches must have completed
Protecting God’s Children and have a current background check and signed code of
conduct on file. Students can log service hours.

Uniform Exchange

In conjunction with the Knights of Columbus pancake breakfast, there will be a
uniform exchange in Enke Hall on Sunday, February 12" from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Stop by for great selections of FREE gently used uniforms. If you have any school
uniforms that you would like to donate, please drop them off in the box in the school
cafeteria.


http://www.stbrigidofkildare.com/get-involved/
mailto:PizzaBingoSBOK
http://www.gowolfhounds.com
mailto:mmatthe9@columbus.rr.com
mailto:cwmar1@aol.com
http://www.gowolfhounds.org
mailto:emitch62@gmail.com
mailto:emitch62@gmail.com
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Open House

We invite you to visit us!
Sunday, January 22, 2012
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Bishop Watterson prepares our
students to live the Gospel message of
Jesus Christ beyond high school, through
our focus on faith, academics, service,
athletics and co-curricular activities. Come see why we say
“Christ is the reason for our school, the unseen but ever-present
teacher in its classes—the model of its faculty and the
inspiration of its students.”

BISHOP WATTERSON
HIGH SCHOOL

Our annual Winter Open House is an opportunity to meet
faculty, staff and coaches, and to take a guided tour of the
Bishop Watterson facilities with a member of our Student
Council. Principal Marian Hutson will give a presentation at
1:30 p.m.

Questions about the Open House and Bishop Watterson’s
curriculum can be directed to Deacon Chris Campbell,
Registrar, at (614) 268-8671 ext. 229.

Safe Environment Program

As a community of faith, we believe that our children are
the most important gifts God has entrusted to us and that the
prevention of child abuse begins with each person.

Saint Brigid of Kildare Parish, in coordination with
the Catholic Diocese of Columbus, is committed
to the protection and safety of
all children.

Our Safe Environment Program was
designed for the protection of our children.
With that in mind, ALL VOLUNTEERS 18 7
years of age and older involved in all programs
involving children, who have “care, custody or
control,” or regular supervised or unsupervised
access to children must complete the following
procedures prior to the first day of volunteering:

Complete a Protecting God’s Children (PGC) awareness
session offered throughout the Diocese of Columbus. This pro-
gram helps raise the awareness of adult volunteers for the signs
of child sexual abuse, the methods and means by which offend-
ers commit abuse and steps one can use to prevent child sexual
abuse. Upcoming sessions and registration can be found at
WWW.Virtus.org.

Undergo a civilian criminal background/fingerprint check
(BCI&I) completed by our National WebCheck System and if
needed, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Please con-
tact Stacey Nerone, Safe Environment Coordinator, at sner-
one@midohio.twcbe.com to schedule an appointment.

Complete a volunteer form and signed code of conduct
which can be found on our parish website. http:/
www.stbrigidofkildare.org/involvement/safe-environment-

program

www.stbrigidofkildare.com

8th Grade Stretching Leaps & Bounds

Our 8™ graders will soon begin a six-week injury prevention
program sponsored by Nationwide Children’s Hospital Sports
Medicine personnel called Leaps and Bounds. Two staff
members from Nationwide Children’s Hospital Sports Medi-
cine will visit Saint Brigid during the two 8" grade P.E. classes
and work with the students.

The program was developed in response to the increasing
number of injuries that have been seen in kids
between the ages of 11 to 14. Leaps and Bounds
program is designed as an introduction to body
control and injury prevention that children
can learn and incorporate into their
everyday warm-ups and activities. A variety of
activities are used to build sound fundamental
movement patterns that meet the different
developmental levels of these growing individuals.
The goals of this program are to:

1 improve muscle coordination and strength

1 improve motor control and balance

1 maintain and/or improve flexibility

9 decrease the risk of activity/sport related injuries

Saint Brigid was fortunate enough to incorporate this
program two years ago for our students and we are very excited
to have it back again!

Snowflakes, Miracles & the New Year

Did you know that every snowflake is different? Think of
all the piles of snow you’re ever seen, and imagine the miracle
of each unique, individual flake. Our lives are like that: every
day is different, filled with special, one of-a-kind moments that
cannot be repeated. Our children are different: each a unique
creation with a purpose all his/her own. As the New Year be-
gins, take a moment to ponder the miracle of your family mem-
bers and give thanks for the unique gifts they each have been
given. Think about how you can nurture and encourage those

gifts in the year to come. —www.iMom.com

Principles To Teach Our Kids

Responsibility

Help your children to be responsible for their actions
and the consequences.

Honesty

Lying is not an option. Teach them to be honest in
words and actions.

Kindness

To treat others thoughtfully—as they’d like to be treated.
Faith

A relationship with God will see them through

life’s difficulties.
0 © 2004 Mark W. Merrill. www. familyfirst.net
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Watterson Area Band Christmas
Concert A Huge Success

Saint Brigid band students, along with band students from
the other eight Bishop Watterson feeder schools, performed at
the annual Area Band Christmas Concert. This is a Christmas
concert on a grand scale, featuring our newest members in 5™
grade all the way up to seniors in high school.

First up were the 5™ grade beginning band students who
only began playing their instruments in early October! They
performed “Up on the Housetop” and “Jingle Bells.” Next were
the 6™ grade intermediate band students performing “Ancient
Carol” and “Yuletide Carols.” The Watterson Area Honor Band
performed a Christmas classic and a twist on a traditional carol.
The 7" and 8" grade advanced band students wrapped up their
portion of the concert with “’Twas the Concert Before
Christmas” and “The Name’s Claus...Santa Claus.”

The last portion of the concert was performed by the Bishop
Watterson High School Marching Band, a state finalist for the
25" consecutive year and superior-rated band for eight
consecutive years. Along with the music from their award-
winning marching band show, they also played a collection of
Christmas pieces that were performed as they marched in a pa-
rade through Disney’s Magic Kingdom over the Christmas
break. The band was led by Field Commander and Saint Brigid
alumnus Nick Mosko. The show music also featured Saint
Brigid alumnus Chris Denzel on the clarinet.

The gym floor was filled with over 450 musicians, and the
bleachers and balcony at Watterson were packed wall to wall.
The concert was a great way to head into the Christmas season!

Lessons and Carols

On December 14, the 5™, 6™, 7™ and 8" grade choirs of
Saint Brigid of Kildare School presented Lessons and Carols.
Lessons and Carols was started in 1918 at King’s College
Chapel in Cambridge, England. Traditionally there are nine
lessons with hymns and carols interspersed.

Saint Brigid of Kildare students presented our own rendition
of this tradition. A favorite song of the students was “African
Gloria” which included accompanying percussion parts played
by 8" grade students. The performance also featured student
readers, soloists and pianists.

Over 130 students participated in this performance and
helped make it a success.
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CPAs Teach Kids About Money

Fifth and sixth grade students at Saint Brigid learned to stay
out of the financial “dog house” when CPAs visited their class
on November 9. The financial professionals led students in a
fun and competitive game called FETCH!®, which stands for
Financial Education Teaches Children Healthy Habits®. The
program is sponsored by The Ohio Society of CPAs and The
Ohio CPA Foundation, and is being presented in more than 300
classrooms today by CPAs and volunteers across Ohio.

FETCH! teaches children basic
money management skills so they are
better equipped to make responsible
financial decisions as adults.

The game is set in a dog park where
teams of students own a fictional pet
and are tasked with its care, feeding and
financial responsibility. CPAs coach
students on how to use their math skills and devise strategies to
stay out of debt and save. They soon learn that responsibility
isn’t just a walk in the park

You have to earn money to buy the basics—a leash, bowl
and a bone. If Fido learns a new trick or wins first place in the
dog show, you earn cash for your savings account. But if your
dog is naughty, you might have to pay to fix the neighbor’s
fence. And if Fido gets sick, the vet bills can put your bank
account further in the red and delay plans to start your pet sit-
ting business.

The team that ends the game with the most money in the
bank and the most items for their pooch wins.

FETCH! is a fun way to teach children the relationship be-
tween smart spending and saving for their future goals. It’s
built on a simple concept, yet requires students to make deci-
sions that have consequences they can understand, just like in
real life. According to the Federal Reserve Bank, in 2011, 40%
of U.S. families spent more money than they earned.

Time To Turn In Box Tops!

It’s easy to accumulate Box Tops and Campbell’s Labels for
Education over the holidays! Please clip those labels and send
them in to us so we can use them to
benefit our school! Each Box Top is
worth $0.10 to the school and the
Campbell’s Labels can be redeemed
for points to purchase supplies for
our school.

Labels and Box Tops are collected in the “Campbell’s”
hamper located in the school cafeteria and can be sent to school
with your child. Thank you in advance for taking the time to
help us out!

Also, GIANT EAGLE shoppers: the January special for
Box Tops is 50 Bonus Box Tops when you purchase 10 Box
Top items in one transaction. Stock up on cereal, snacks,
baggies, facial tissues, toilet paper, etc. in January and receive a
50 Box Top Bonus receipt at checkout!
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SAINT BRIGID of KILDARE SCHOOL

Wear your school uniform
when you come to
Mass the weekend of
January 28 -29 to help
Saint Brigid kick off
Catholic Schools Week!

As Principal Kathleen O’Reilly announced in her column on
page 1, Monsignor Joseph Hendricks has been honored by the
National Catholic Education Association as a 2012 NCEA
Distinguished Pastor of the Year. This annual award, estab-
lished in 2007, is presented by the NCEA Department of Ele-
mentary Schools to honor pastors who have given outstanding
support to Catholic elementary education. The nominated pas-
tor must possess a clear philosophy of Catholic education, pro-
vide spiritual guidance to the school community, participate in
school activities, work with the school board and/or parent as-
sociation, support the school administration, and engage the
community in providing financial support to the school.

“I firmly believe that Catholic schools are the single best
way for the church to assure the vitality of the faith,”
Monsignor Hendricks has said.

Following are excerpts from the nomination documents.

“As an elementary school child, I was fortunate to attend
Saint Brigid School. Now as an adult, I am proud to be a
member of Monsignor Hendricks’ faculty. From my unique
perspective, and based on years of personal experience, |
know that Monsignor Hendricks deserves to be recognized
as “Pastor of the Year.” & teacher Karen Partridge

“Monsignor Hendricks is so passionate about what needs to
happen to sustain the school and parish and is able to inspire
all of those who work with him to help make this a success.”
O parent Peigi Fisher-Hanson

“Monsignor Hendricks has
made sure that all of God’s
children have an opportu-
nity to get a faith-based
and great education at
Saint Brigid of Kildare
School no matter the in-
come or educational abil-
ity. We believe that God
has truly blessed our com-
munity by sharing him
with us at Saint Brigid.”

O parents Diane and Paul
Schmeling

“Faith-filled, mentor, wise,
visionary, intellectual,
spiritual, trustworthy, dedi-
cated and inspiration are just a few words that describe
Monsignor Hendricks. I have had the remarkable opportu-
nity to work closely with Monsignor Hendricks and to bene-
fit from his spirituality, his compassion and his dedication to
the Catholic faith development of young and old parishion-
ersalike”d Pri nci pal Kathl een

Congratulations Monsignor Hendricks!
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